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ABSTRACT 


PRAYING FOR THE SICK: AN EIGHT-WEEK TRAINING PROGRAM 
EOR THE CONGREGATION OE UNION BETHEE 
AERICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAE CHURCH 


by 

Anna Eouise Jones 
United Theological Seminary, 2017 


Mentor 

Thomas A. Eitteer, DMin 


This qualitative research project was conducted utilizing grounded theory. The study 
explored the importance of the power of prayer and deliverance within the context of 
Union Bethel AME Church in Great Ealls, Montana and included three individuals from 
other churches. The lives of the participants changed based on the study and experiences 
of the Holy Spirit. Data collection included questionnaires, journals, observations, and 
interviews. The study concluded with the leadership of the church developing a healing 
ministry, which increased the urgency of praying for the sick. Participants were able to 
demonstrate a heightened awareness and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit. 
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I think it is something that we are supposed to be doing. I do not think a lot of Christians 
realize that we are supposed to pray for the sick. They might have a misconception that 
only certain people are supposed to be praying for the sick, like our pastors, reverends, 
and leaders in the Church. But that is a job as Christians that we are all supposed to be 
doing. Doing that for people as long as we are following our Spiritual disciplines and we 
have the Holy Spirit upon us making it easier for us to pray for the sick. Even if they do 
not know that person, you could just be a random person on the street or in Wal-Mart or 
somebody that you are not too close to. Knowing and practicing your Spiritual disciplines 
and having the Holy Spirit with you, really knowing what you need to pray for, how to 
pray, and how to start the process for someone who is sick, is very beneficial. 

—AJ-P3, Personal Interview entry dated June 9, 2016. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The findings of this project solidify the importance of the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that leads us to pray for the sick, because the people, who are 
praying for the sick are no longer afraid or scared of failure or embarrassment. The 
participants had the rationale that there are no more hesitation in his or her faith walk 
because of the Word of God. When the Holy Spirit is leading and guiding them, 
everything flows so freely, and you are open to receive from the person conducting the 
prayer. The prayer is free flowing from any hindrance because the Holy Spirit is there 
interceding and guiding you and that is exciting. The project emulated the ministry of 
Jesus’ healing the sick and giving God the glory. The project conducted a study of the 
totality of God’s Word from Genesis through Revelation. The culmination of the eight- 
week training climax with a Good Friday service and a prayer service for anyone that 
needed prayer and it was amazing. Union Bethel AME Church now has a prayer ministry 
where members are more inclined to pray for each other and their neighbors. 

The foundation papers have provided the evidence needed to support the 
development of the Prayer Ministry model, and for moving from a theoretical viewpoint 
to a practical viewpoint in establishing a healing ministry within a modern Christian 
environment. The prayer ministry focused on praying for the sick in a compassionate and 
empathetic manner, as was demonstrated by Jesus Christ with signs and wonders. In 
Matthew 4:23 it states, “And Jesus went about all Galilee teaching in their synagogues, 
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preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of 
disease among the people.” 

The participants of this project were enthusiastic about the project and wanted to 
learn how to follow the guidance and leadership of the Holy Spirit. The methodology was 
the five-step prayer model, learning the spiritual disciplines and how to regulate yourself 
to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. The educational process has provided clarity and 
an understanding of the relevance and importance of establishing a prayer ministry at 
Union Bethel AME Church. 

Chapter one consists of the synergy section focused on the ministry of Union 
Bethel AME Church. The training cultivated the seeds of studying God’s Holy Word, 
time in prayer, meditation, journaling, silence, and solitude. By focusing on these 
spiritual disciplines, each participant developed into a disciple of Jesus Christ, filled with 
the Holy Spirit’s guidances. 

The second chapter concentrates on the biblical structure of praying for the sick. 
The inverted pyramid gave the project the biblical support to establish a Prayer Ministry 
at Union Bethel AME Church. The biblical foundation section added credibility to the 
teaching and the establishment of the prayer ministry. 

The third chapter determined the historical foundation for praying for the sick. 

The purpose for this project was to establish a teaching guide of the importance of the 
Holy Spirit. In addition, it provided guidance on how to live according to the spiritual 
disciplines laid out in the life of Jesus Christ and His disciples. This analysis was 
conducted to develop some solutions that assisted Union Bethel AME Church in re¬ 
examining the importance of the Holy Spirit. 



The fourth chapter explored the Theological One framework for this project. It 
was within this section that the discussion of what Pneumatology is and how the Holy 
Spirit is an essential part of the Trinity. It was crucial to understand the Trinity and how 
the church is supposed to interact with the fullness of the Godhead. 

The fifth chapter focused on the Theological II framework related to alternative 
healing methodology. This section examines the healing techniques from a secular point 
of-view versus a Christian point-of-view. The questions address whether there was any 
biblical foundation for cessationism, and if there was no biblical foundation for such a 
stance, then how did this belief system become so pervasive in Christendom. 

The final chapter examined the project analysis. This section discussed the 
methodology used in this project. Step-by-step evidence demonstrates how the 
implementation was presented to the participants. The final portion of this section 
evaluates the summary of learning with a clear and full assessment of what was 
successful, what was improved, but ultimately the sustainability of the project. 



CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


The goal of spiritual disciplines is the development of an interdependent 
relationship with the Holy Spirit, which ultimately transform our lives as we become 
instruments that God utilize as disciples in witnessing to others. Further, the purpose of 
spiritual disciplines are to transform each of us into the very likeness of Jesus Christ, or 
more accurately, to develop our human character to be like Jesus Christ. The apostle John 
explains this Christlikeness as follows: Jesus said, “However, when He, the Spirit of 
truth, has come. He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own 
authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.”^ 
(John 16:13) 

After examining the outcomes in the Context Analysis Paper, it was apparent that 

the congregation of Union Bethel AME Church was in need of spiritual awakening that 

was designed to energize the deep spiritual development of the congregation. As 

described by Richard L. Foster, who states that he consideres the elements of an abundant 

life that are dependent upon the Holy Spirit, to be as follows: 

We all hunger for a prayer-filled life, for a richer, fuller practice of the presence 
of God. It is the Contemplative Stream of Christian life and faith that can show us 


'All bible references are from the New King James Version unless otherwise noted. 
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the way into just such intimacy with God. This reality addresses the human 
longing for the practice of the presence of God.^ 

The congregation is more aware of the importance of the Holy Spirit leading and 
guiding activities and decisions of the church. To help ensure that the church functions 
from a solid spiritual foundation, it was critical that the congregation members 
participated in ongoing training that facilitates their development and spiritual 
disciplines. The training cultivated the seeds of studying God’s Holy Word, time in 
prayer, evangelism, service, stewardship, fasting, silence, and solitude. By focusing on 
these spiritual disciplines, each participant of the congregation developed a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, and the infilling of the Holy Spirit. Yet, each one of these 
components of spiritual discipline was activated and reinforced in the lives of the 
participants, the manifestation of their spiritual growth was apparent. 

Foster also discusses the concept of the contemplative tradition in his 
consideration of the significance of prayer filled life. He outlines what contemplative 
tradition might resemble, stating, 

it is through an ever-deepening intimacy with God that we are enabled to enter 
into an ever-deepening re-formation of heart and mind. The Holiness Stream of 
Christian life and faith focus upon the inward re-formation of the heart and the 
development of ‘holy habits.’ We can rely upon these deeply ingrained habits of 
virtue to make our lives function appropriately and to bring forth substantial 
character formation. This addresses the erosion of moral fiber in contemporary 
society.^ 

The central focus of spiritual disciplines is to develop “holy habits” and the ability 
to distinguish the voice of the Holy Spirit from our own or the influence of the world. 


^Richard J. Foster, Streams of Living Water: Essential Practices from the Six Great Traditions of 
Christian Faith (Englewood, CO; Harper-Collins Publishers, 2001), 25. 


^Foster, Streams of Living Water, 61. 
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The spiritual disciplines transforms the inner person and then start manifesting 
Christlikeness in the outer person. 

The development of spiritual disciplines constituted a major accomplishment for 
the participants and they understood the significance of spiritual development through 
truth. Quite often in our churches today, there is a focus on outward appearances, being 
entertaining, or being entertained, instead of being disciples. The Contextual Paper 
Analysis revealed such issues existed at Union Bethel AME Church. However, through 
the course of the training provided within the context of this project, the participants 
underwent an inner healing process that provided the foundation for spiritual 
development. The leadership of the congregation, with the help of their pastor, learned 
and taught the concepts of healing and deliverance. The benefits of spiritual disciplines 
were noticeable to the other church members. As apostle Paul wrote to Timothy 
regarding living a virtuous life, “exercise yourself toward godliness. For bodily exercise 
profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that 
now is and of that which is to come.” (1 Tim. 4:7b-8) 

Educational and Professional Development 

A review of the educational and professional development portions within the 
spiritual autobiography produced a realization that the educational skills developed at 
Bethel Seminary were paramount in understanding the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a 
vital part of the Trinity, and without the guidance and leadership of the Holy Spirit, one 
can never completely accomplish the task that God has set before them. Also, the training 
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received at Bethel Seminary was crucial in the development of a strategic plan that 

assisted the congregation in their spiritual awakening. 

The knowledge and awareness developed at United Theological Seminary 

provided a framework which continued and increased the understanding of the power of 

healing and deliverance. Healing processes were crucial in the development of the 

spiritual autobiography; there were wounds discovered through an introspection process 

that God needed to heal. Similarly, each participant needed to do an inventory of their 

spiritual condition, this ensured that all of their issues were dealt with sufficiently. In 

particular, the importance of healing the relationship between individuals and their 

fathers can be extremely significant in the lives of adults. Dr. H. Norman Wright states. 

As a Christian therapist, I have seen the devastation that results from failed human 
relationships.. .1 have come to understand how important it is for us to be willing 
to face the things that we don’t even want to admit are in us. I want to help you 
understand the impact that your dad had on your life (for good or bad) and show 
you how the experiences you had with him have influenced some of the choices 
you make as an adult. Even the way you view life is in large part the result of 
your family interactions and experiences."^ 

The Bible says that before we can fulfill the mandate that Jesus Christ gave, “you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matt. 22:39b) It is the belief that one must first 
allow God to show us how to love ourselves and appreciate our uniqueness. It is a 
difficult task for some people to love themselves without any hesitation or any remorse, 
however, through this training, focused on healing and deliverance, necessary skills was 
obtained. There were relational wounds that needed healing, and with God’s love, we 
forgave and allowed God to heal broken hearts. As members of the church of Jesus 


■^H. Norman Wright, Healing for the Father Wound (Bloomington, MA; Bethany House 
Publishers, 2005), 10. 
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Christ, the healing process must start with each one of us and this will ensure that we can 
have healthy relationships with ourselves and with others. Healing and deliverance is 
exciting work, especially considering that this is a mandate of Jesus Christ. 

Proposed Project 

This project was designed to teach the participants how to operate in the gift of 
healing and deliverance ministry, and the proposal was the initial step in the development 
of this ministry at Union Bethel AME Church. The researcher developed an 
understanding of the healing and deliverance power of God while participating in a tent 
revival in Buffalo, New York. One night, in particular, the invitation of Christian 
discipleship presented Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and the preaching stirred a deep 
hunger that had never occurred before. At that moment, God just washed away all the 
pain and harshness that had transpired in her life up to that point. It was as if a river of 
fresh, clear water raced through her heart and removed all the filthiness and bitterness, 
replacing it with God’s pure agape love. This encounter propelled the transformational 
period of her life, during which her faith in God was anchored, regardless of trials and 
tribulations. The healing occurred when remembering what Jesus had said, that the 
believers are to receive His power and grace. The apostle John recorded that Jesus stood 
and said, “On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, if 
anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture 
has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” (John 7:37-38) 

The spiritual autobiography further illuminated how God utilized issues and 
setbacks, as well as people’s concerns, to inform and create the type of pastor that He 
wanted for Union Bethel AME Church. Also, the spiritual autobiography illustrated how 
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God has interwoven His love and compassion. As the spiritual autobiography unfolded, a 


picture of God’s perfect love for humanity formed, as did an illustration of the reality of 
His everlasting, eternal forgiveness, and compassion. It has become transparented that 
God’s love is beyond our comprehension and a major part of God’s love is His healing 
compassion and desire for each person to be whole physically, psychologically, 
emotionally and spiritually. The contextual analysis and spiritual autobiography 
illustrated the need for spiritual healing and deliverance ministry that highlighted this 
wholeness in God. 

To accomplish the healing and deliverance ministry, the church leadership 

focused on the Word of God. Dr. Francis MacNutt wrote in his book. Healing: Revised 

and Expanded-The Bestselling Classic that. 

The basic idea of inner healing is simply this: that Jesus, who is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever, can take the memories of our past and: 

1. Heal us from the inner wounds that still remain in our memories or 
subconscious and affect our present lives; 

2. Fill with his love all these places in us that have so long remained empty. 

He can heal our past and drain it of our poisoned years of pain and resentment. In 
thirty years of experience, I have found that this prayer for inner healing is usually 
perceptibly answered. At times the healing is progressive and takes several 
sessions, but I believe that it is always God’s desire to heal us of those 
psychological hurts that are unredemptive and that prevent us from living with the 
inner freedom we should experience as children of God. When this kind of prayer 
doesn’t seem to be answered I assume that we simply haven’t gotten to the bottom 
of the matter, either because: 

1. There is a need for repentance, usually a need for the person to forgive 
someone who has hurt her. 

2. There is a deeper, more basic hurt we have not yet discovered or reached. 

3. There’s also a need for deliverance.^ 


^Francis MacNutt, Healing: Revised and Expanded-The Bestselling Classic (Notre Dame, IN: Ave 
Maria Press, 1999), 146. 
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It is the belief that this deep inner repentance and deliverance from pain is the goal of 
each of us who are suffering, and this is the case as well for the members of the church. 

Jesus taught us the importance of new wine in a new wineskin, and Dr. Margaret 
Zipse Komfeld says, “The truth of the many discoveries of the interconnection of mind- 
body-soul has been filtering into the culture, unsettling it, freeing it, healing it. This 
paradigmatic shift is not actually about a new fact or theory or idea; it is about the 
transformation of consciousness.”^ Dr. Kornfeld further stated, “Each faith community 
can rediscover its tradition’s basic religious truths, truths that were originally perceived 
from a more holistic position.”^ 

The prophet Ezekiel wrote about the healing trees by the river. Specifically, 
Ezekiel recounted that God said. 

He said to me, ‘Son of man, have you seen this?’ Then he brought me and 
returned me to the bank of the river.. .Along the bank of the river, on this side and 
that, will grow all kinds of trees used for food; their leaves will not wither, and 
their fruit will not fail. They will bear fruit every month, because their water flows 
from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for medicine.* 
(Ezek. 47:6 and 47:12) 

It was this type of healing envisioned at Union Bethel AME Church as a result of this 
project. 


^Margaret Zipse Kornfeld, Cultivating Wholeness: A Guide to Care and Counseling in Faith 
Communities (New York, NY: The Continuum International Publishing Group Inc., 2000), 9. 

’Kornfeld, Cultivating Wholeness, 9. 

^Ezekiel 47:6 and 12, New King James Version. Unless otherwise noted, all scripture references in 
this document are from the NKJV. 
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The project provided the groundwork for the development of the healing and 
deliverance ministry for Union Bethel AME Church in Great Falls, Montana. The project 
had a weekend retreat and an eight-week training module for the participants. The focus 
of the retreat and training was on spiritual disciplines, inner healing, the power of prayer, 
deliverance, and the discovery of spiritual gifts. The program was biblically based, 
interactive and established a healing and deliverance curriculum that can be duplicated 
and presented as new candidates enter the ministry. The definition of interactive, for the 
purpose of this program, was that each candidate or participant complete a self-evaluation 
regarding their spiritual health and wellbeing. They were also asked to maintain a daily 
journal, recording their interactions with the Holy Spirit as they work through the healing 
and deliverance process. There was an expectation that the participants maintain strict 
confidentiality and accountability, and each participant signed a form agreeing to this 
before starting the program. 

Donald S. Whitney discussed the importance of the spiritual disciplines in his 

book entitled. Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life: 

There is a danger in neglecting the Spiritual Disciplines. The greatest danger of 
neglecting the Spiritual Disciplines is the danger of missing God-forever; not 
because personal piety earns anyone a place in heaven, but because it 
characterizes those who are on their way there. In other words, some who fail to 
practice the Disciplines disregard them because they simply have no appetite for 
them, and they have no appetite for them because they have no hunger for God. 
They do not know God so that God-given means of personally experiencing and 
enjoying God have little appeal. To them, the Spiritual Disciplines are tedious 
religious duties to be endured as little as conscience or reputation will allow, not a 
banquet of God on which their famished souls long to feed as much as possible.^ 


‘’Donald S. Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines: For the Christian Life (Colorado Springs, CO: 
NavPress, 2014), 16. 
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The goals of the ministerial team at Union Bethel AME Church are in agreement with 

statements elaborated on by Whitney, specifically in regard to his statement that, 

the freedom of godliness is the freedom to do what God calls us through Scripture 
to do and the freedom to express the character qualities of Christ through our own 
personality. This kind of freedom is a ‘reward’ or result of the blessing of God 
upon our engagement in the Spiritual Disciplines. But we must remember that the 
mature freedom of discipline-nurtured godliness does not develop in a single 
reading through the Bible or in a few forays through some of the other 
Disciplines. Scripture reminds us that the self-control, such as that expressed 
through the Spiritual Disciplines, must persevere before it ripens into the mutual 
fruit of godliness. Observe closely the sequence of development in 2 Peter 1:6 ‘to 
self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance’ (NIV). The bridge between 
Spirit-empowered self-control and godliness is perseverance. Occasional self- 
control results in occasional godliness. But self-control with the perseverance 
results in more consistent Christlikeness. True godliness requires not merely a 
ten-thousand-hour pursuit, but a lifetime of perseverance. 

As stated above, the project was designed to promote inner healing among the 

participants. Dr. Francis MacNutt has described the process of inner healing, stating. 

The ideal behind inner healing is simply that we can ask Jesus Christ to walk back 
to the time we were hurt and to free us from the efforts of that wound in the 
present. This involves two things: 1) Bringing to light the things that have hurt us. 
Usually, this is best done with another person; even the talking out of the problem 
is in itself part of the healing process. 2) Praying to ask the Lord to heal binding 
effects of the hurtful incidents of the past. Some of these hurts go way back into 
the past; others are quite recent. Our experience coincides with the findings of the 
psychologists: that many of the deepest hurts go way back to the time when we 
were most vulnerable and least able to defend ourselves. There is a great deal of 
evidence that some hurts go back even before birth while the child was still being 
carried in the mother’s womb.'^ 

Also, Dr. MacNutt stated. 

It is a part of healing in the broader sense of freeing us from all the evil that 
burdens us and prevents us from being fully alive and free. Anyone who exercises 
a ministry of healing must at least understand kinds of healing, including the last 
among them-deliverance.'^ 


'“Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines, 18-19. 
"MacNutt, Healing, 147. 

'^MacNutt, Healing, 167. 
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Dr. MacNutt provided further clarity about the fundamental healing types and 

stated that there is a distinction that must be understood. He explained this distinction as, 

1) exorcism, which I understand to be a formal ecclesiastical prayer to free a 
person possessed by evil spirits, and 2) deliverance, which I understand to be a 
process, mainly through prayer, of freeing a person who is oppressed or infected 
by evil spirits but not possessed. Formal exorcism in the churches in the Catholic 
tradition requires the permission of the Bishop and is rarely executed. 

Deliverance, on the other hand, is a relatively common occurrence-at least 
in some Christian communities.^^ 

In addition to healing, the project also focused on assisting participants in learning 
to enjoy God’s presence daily, and the importance of this in his or her life. As Dr. 
Glenchur has challenged us by asking. 

Are you passionate about spending time with God? If not, now is the time to ask 
God for holy reverence for Him: Lord, take away my self-reliance and my 
confidence in my flesh, and replace it with unshakable awe toward and 
dependence on You. Stir up hunger and thirst that drive me to seek Your presence 
every day. Pray it as though you mean it, and pray it until you receive it. This is 
serious business for you. No wimpy prayers here.^"^ 

Again, the project was designed to assist each participant in developing and 
understanding spiritual disciplines as it related to healing and deliverance. It was essential 
that each participant understood their spiritual wellbeing and how it impacted the body of 
Christ. When we develop spiritual maturity and understand the freedom that we have to 
follow the directions of the Holy Spirit within the local church. Then it is our hope that 
healing will be a regular and ongoing occurrence throughout our churches, and the 


'^MacNutt, Healing, 167. 

'^'Jane Glenchur, Seven Secrets to Power Praying: How to Access God's Wisdom and Miracles 
Every Day (Bloomington, MN: Chosen Book, 2014), 125. 
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wellbeing of the church as a whole will be impacted positively. The apostle Paul wrote in 
Corinthians that, 

Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls 
Jesus accused, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 
There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 
same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, 
to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working 
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 
different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and 
the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He 
wills. For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body-whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free-and 
have all been made to drink into one Spirit. For, in fact, the body is not one 
member but many. (1 Cor. 12:3-14) 

The above Scripture was at the heart of the Study of Pneumatology. It was the 
hope that the participants learned to appreciate the gifts of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy 
Spirit that is the leader in the Healing Ministry at Union Bethel AME Church. 


Conclusion 

The project cultivated a biblical theology in healing and deliverance and created a 
ministry dedicated to this at Union Bethel AME Church. The project built, within the 
church, an atmosphere where healing and deliverance occur physically, psychologically, 
emotionally and spiritually. The project included a weekend retreat and an eight-week 
training session. The focus was on spiritual disciplines, inner healing, the power of 
prayer, deliverance, and the discovery of spiritual gifts. Upon completion of this project, 
the church experienced a spiritual awakening and operated in the healing and deliverance 


ministry. All the participants sensed the Holy Spirit flowing through their lives in a 
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manner that was similar to Ezekiel’s description of the tree planted by a river. The 

imagery of that Scripture evoked a picture of a place where, as the ministry described 

above, people can come and be transformed, be energized, encouraged, and inspired by 

the real history of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It was further hoped that the same miracles 

that are occurring in Asia, Africa, India, China, and Russia would start manifesting 

themselves here in the United States and North America. As described in Julia Loren’s 

book Shifting Shadows of Supernatural Power, 

They [Heidi and Roland Baker], too, have discovered that the secret to releasing 
the power of God is to dwell in the presence of God through prayer and fasting. 
They spend countless hours soaking in the love of God and interceding for those 
whom they minister. Their intimacy with God provokes the confidence that 
releases faith to stand in God’s presence and see Him as big as He is.. .Along the 
way, fasting has become a way of life for them as well. The explosive growth of 
their ministry is due to the miraculous power that God has released through them 
in the past decade. The Gospel is advancing whole villages at a time as the Holy 
Spirit’s power poured out.^^ 

These are exciting times to be a Christian. As Luke stated in Acts 2:17a, “And it 
shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all 
flesh.” We serve a Holy God, and we need the transformational power of the Holy Spirit 
operating in each believer so everyone will want to be a conduit for the Holy Spirit. 


'^JuUa Loren, Bill Johnson and Mahesh Chavda, Shifting Shadows of Supernatural Power: A 
Prophetic Manual for Those Wanting to Move in God’s Supernatural Power (Shippensburg, PA; Destiny 
Image Publishers Inc., 2006), 91. 



CHAPTER TWO 


BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS 


This project was designed as a biblical interpretation, utilizing the inverted 
pyramid methodology for interpreting Scripture. The inverted pyramid approach was 
applied to analyze the biblical Scripture, starting with the twenty-first-century audiences 
and progressing to the Israelites and non-Israelites during the biblical period, and 
considering historical, traditional, and cultural data. The motif of this biblical foundation 
section ensured that accurate interpretation of both Old and New Testament Scriptures 
was applied effectively and accurately. 

The first half of this section was dedicated to the Old Testament Scripture, and the 
second half addressed New Testament Scripture. The Old Testament Scripture chosen for 
this project was Ezekiel 47:6-12, in which Ezekiel described God’s power of restoration 
and love. It was through these verses of Scripture that we are introduced to the imagery 
of a mighty river that includes all kinds of fish and trees that will produce fresh fruit each 
month. The New Testament Scripture explored Revelation 22:1-4, in which John 
described the fulfillment of God’s promises. Together, these Scriptures helped to describe 
the totality of God’s power of restoration as He creates a utopia for all believers. Both of 
these Scriptures speak to the healing virtues of God, and the hope for a brighter future. 
These two Scriptures were selected because they are most closely aligned with, and 


16 



17 

integrated, the project’s findings regarding the healing process at Union Bethel AME 
Church. 

The biblical interpretation of these Scriptures was divided into four separate 
sections. Section one was dedicated to the discussion of how the Scriptures were applied 
in the lives of the readers or listeners of the twenty-first century. The focus of this section 
provided answers to pertinent questions regarding environmental, social, or political 
concerns in society today. It provided an opportunity to engage the Scripture using a 
different lens. 

Section two was designed to engage the readers and encourage them to experience 
the biblical text in a new and decisive way. The participants reflected and dialoged as 
they read the Scriptures and was mindful of their thoughts and emotions during the 
process. Questions were explored regarding their emotions as they read the text for the 
first time through the lens of their personal experiences and whether the reflection of a 
person’s life experiences was what they utilize as the lens to interpret the Scripture. 

Section three was an exegetical analysis of the biblical text. In this section, the 
biblical text was contextualized by examining the cultural, social, economic, and spiritual 
conditions of the people in biblical history. In addition to these factors, the literature and 
educational influences of the society in the biblical setting was examined. 

Section four framed the biblical interpretation in a manner that applies the biblical 
truths to Union Bethel AME Church. The purpose of biblical interpretation assisted with 
the assimilation of the biblical truth into the participants’ lives. The goal for Union Bethel 
AME Church was spiritual growth and spiritual well-being, and the goal for each 
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participant was to become a true disciple of Jesus Christ. The transformational element 
was essential in our Christian walk. 

Finally, the summary section provided the biblical interpretation using the 
inverted pyramid process. It explored the question of whether it was a useful tool in the 
twenty-first century for scholars to utilize in interpreting biblical Scripture. The inverted 
pyramid gave the projeet the biblical support for a Healing Ministry at Union Bethel 
AME Church. The biblical foundation added credibility to the teaching and establishment 
of the healing ministry. 


Old Testament Scripture 

When one does an environmental scan today, while applying biblical 
interpretation in a manner that the audience can understand and receive, it is called 
locating the reader or looking at your audience. Some people reading Ezekiel 47:6-12 
might envision a picture of fishing with their grandparents or parents on the bank of the 
Missouri River, perhaps somewhere along the landscape of Montana. This biblical 
passage could, for some, elicit vivid memories of enjoyable times during spring or 
summer time in which they engaged in conversation with their grandparents; times when 
children were playing fun games with each other as they ran through the luscious green 
grass, heading for the river. This memory at the river might include times when they went 
canoeing, sailing, fishing, or swimming while having a wonderful time being a child, and 
the assurance that children can feel the peace and safety of their community and the 
environment around them. Perhaps you may recall the innocenee of your childhood when 
you could run freely around the neighborhood or community, without a care in the world. 
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These images may be illustrative of some of the wonderful memories that some children 
in the world have today. These children are likely to belong to cohesive family systems, 
as described by Jack O. Balswick, 

Cohesion referred to the degree of emotional closeness that exists in a family. In 
strong families, the members are individuated, which means that each one 
possesses a healthy degree of separateness from the others. There is a feeling that 
I am an individual, and you are an individual; we are separate persons in this 
system. Though clearly distinct, we are still members of the same family. ^ 

In contrast to the above, there is another possible interpretation of the river bank 

story. To other readers, the story may elicit a horrifying memory of loved ones being 

eaten alive by crocodiles and alligators while the children were playing along the 

riverbanks, and it may not be perceived as peaceful, but as appalling and dangerous. 

These children may not remember a relaxing fresh spring or summer day; they may just 

remember the hard work of carrying buckets of water from the riverbank to their hut or 

village. There may be no grandparents to play with, and no lush green grass to run 

through with friends or neighbors. 

As illustrated by the difference between the recollections of children from 
drastically different backgrounds and cultures, the reader’s environment and personal 
experiences have a tremendous amount of influence on the way that they hear and 
understand Scripture. If the people heard Ezekiel 47:6-12 being read and they had never 
been fishing or been exposed to anyone who had gone fishing, it is conceivable that the 
concept of a fishing rod, fishing net or a boat may be difficult to comprehend. The reality 
is that many villages and towns in Africa and Asia are not surrounded by bodies of water. 
The natives of those communities are not accustomed to eating fish or having seafood as 

'Jack O. Balswick and Judith K. Balswick, The Family: A Christian Perspective on the 
Contemporary Home, 2"‘' ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2005), 47. 
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part of their daily diet. As a result, it will be challenging for them to comprehend the 

blessings that are being described in the biblical Scriptures. Frederick C. Tiffany states, 

The journey of biblical interpretation begins at home, with attention to the 
immediate contemporary environment in which the biblical text is encountered... 
The decision to begin at home also grows out of the conviction that the world in 
which we all live is God’s creation and that God is present through and active 
within that world. In and through this world God reveals God’s self. This was true 
in biblical times; it is true today. Thus, the world is a primary ‘text’ within which 
one can discern God’s world.^ 

It is essential that the translator understands the Biblical text to translate it into the 
modern-day language. When modem day language is used in the translation of the 
Biblical text, it brings richness to God’s Words, and His Words come alive. Hence, the 
God of yesterday is the same God today. 

The word fisherman, as defined by the Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary, 
means, “One who engaged in fishing as an occupation or for pleasure.”^ Some people 
may not be familiar with the concept of a fisherman, or with fishing as an occupation, 
both of which are so vital to understanding this section of Scripture. Merriam-Webster 
Collegiate Dictionary also defines the word fisherwoman as “a woman who fishes as an 
occupation or for pleasure.”"^ Fishing boats are more sophisticated today than they were in 
Ezekiel’s time and there are different techniques used in the modern-day fisherman or 
fisherwoman’s occupation, such as how the nets are cast and hauled in with cargo. There 
are some questions that may need to be asked: 


^Fredrick C. Tiffany and Sharon H. Ringe, Biblical Interpretation: A Roadmap (Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon Press, 1996), 25. 

^Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11* ed., s.v. “fisherman.” 

^Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, “fisherwoman.” 
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1). What are some of the hardships of fishing? 2). What happens if the people are 
fishing in an area that has crocodiles or alligators, and there are no boats to assist the 
people? 

Going fishing may not be a pleasant experience for people who live in a hostile 
environment near a lake, river, swamp or wetland filled with predators. It is possible that 
people could die as a result of being in contact with crocodiles or alligators in some parts 
of the world today. Similarly, the interpretation of Scripture has to take into account the 
audience’s perceptions and experiences. When someone has just lost a family member to 
a crocodile, it is possible that their reaction will be entirely different to someone who had 
a pleasant summer afternoon with their grandfather on the lake or river fishing. There are 
times when educators may assume that everyone shares the same understanding of the 
scripture, based on his or her experiences and environment. However, it is imperative to 
know your audience, including their past experiences and cultural perspectives, before 
sharing the Gospel with them. 

We have a better understanding of why Jesus utilized the language of parables so 
that people could understand the analogies. Scripture was designed to be interpreted and 
applied in a manner conducive to providing people a venue for engaging in discourse, 
listening, or reading. Understanding Scripture is futile without rational application. If you 
are incapable of interpreting Scripture in a manner that makes it relevant to people today, 
then you honestly do not know how to implement God’s Word in a way that applies to 
life. And the application of Scripture is the key that transforms people into the likeness of 


Jesus Christ. 
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The Scripture referenced on page nineteen details trees that will produce fruit 
each month and leaves that heal. Imagine people in the desert seeing a tree, a very rare 
sight in their community. Then visualize a mother dying of the AIDS virus, or someone 
suffering the loss of their brother or sister to starvation. In this scenario, the family 
system is greatly affected, and children may be raising children because their parents are 
deceased due to a traumatic illness. The effects of a scenario such as this are also 
described by Balswick, who stated. 

In this case, the family members lack a sense of separate identity or individuality, 
each being overly dependent upon the family for identity. An example of 
enmeshment is a whole family’s being devastated by one member’s problem. All 
the members become overly involved and make the problem their own. They lose 
perspective. In the process, the problem worsens, and the chance of finding a 
solution lessens.^ 

How will the people receive the gospel when starvation is so prevalent in their 
community, or when people see children going to bed hungry and sleeping on dirt floors 
rather than in a bed? One can only imagine their fear of starvation and death, or of seeing 
another family member succumb to a deadly disease. One wonders if we have become so 
insensitive to the needs of our brothers and sisters around the world that we quote 
Scripture without even thinking about the application of the meaning of the words? 
Scripture reinforces sensitivity and loving our neighbors even in the midst of chaos and 
strife. 

Biblical interpretation is a critical skill in the theological seminary arena. 
Educational institutions have a responsibility to ensure that the new leaders that are 


^Balswick and Balswick, The Family, 47. 
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graduating have a concise understanding of biblical interpretation and compassion for 
humanity. Peter Jarvis stated, 

Learning is both a process of socialization and a process of change. Learning is 
both at the heart of all social conformity and also at the heart of all social change. 
Without the ability to learn, there would be no society and no humanity. But 
paradoxically, it is learning that also helps generate some forms of change.^ 

Biblical interpretation provides analysis of the meaning of life while clarifying 

that there is a God who loves and cares for all of His creation, even in the midst of chaos 

and devastation. Christian leaders must have a heart for the people that manifests and 

demonstrates the Gospel of Jesus Christ by sharing the theology and biblical 

interpretation appropriately. Not only did Jesus heal the sick, but he also fed them and 

that is the mandate of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Mr. Balswick described this directive as 

follows. 

Among the unexpected troubles that plague families are environmental disasters 
such as floods, fires, famine, and earthquake, and societal affliction such as war 
and economic depression. Over these adversities, individual families have little 
control. These unexpected troubles may be the greatest crises because families are 
powerless to do anything to prevent or alleviate them. Help is needed from 
outside sources.^ 

The people come from different sectors of society, various cultures, and diverse 
economic backgrounds, as well as different psychological, emotional, and spiritual 
backgrounds. But God is challenging His leaders to have the compassion to reach, uplift 
and empower the people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The biblical interpretation in 
this section is designed to highlight the dynamics of the world around us as we hear the 
Scripture in the twenty-first century. 


®Peter Jarvis, Paradoxes of Learning: On Becoming an Individual in Society (San Francisco, CA; 
Jossey-Bass, 1992), 24. 


^Balswick and Balswick, The Family, 293. 
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In reflecting on what the modern community is saying about family values and 
crises, the most remarkable statement was made by Mr. Balswick in the following 
passage, 

The origins and moving forces of the modernization continues to be debated by 
social scientists. While some theorists believe that modernization is fueled 
primarily by economic and technological forces, others point out that ideological 
changes have made modernization possible. We believe that modernization 
unfolds in a dialectical manner, fed by both material and ideological aspects of 
life. No part of society or culture is autonomous; no social entity develops purely 
in terms of its internal organization. This is true of every one of the major 
structural units of a contemporary society-the church, the family, economy, 
education, and politics.^ 

It is straightforward to agree with Balswick’s comments on the economic and 
technological forces that affect our society today. The technological world today is 
moving so quickly that it is difficult to keep current with the latest technology in our 
society. Information is traveling through the internet at a speed beyond our 
comprehension. There are computer programs that provide the capability of streaming 
events live which results in it being witnessed around the world instantaneously. We are 
now exposed to information through the internet that previously took weeks or months to 
reach the world; now it is instantly available for viewing with a computer. The economic 
and technological worlds go hand-in-hand, and funds can move around the world 
immediately. The capability of wiring money or receiving money through the internet 
using PayPal, eCheck or MoneyGram, for example, facilitates the smooth flow of 
currency back and forth around the world within minutes. The relevant question today is 
how educators and theologians are going to enable people to gain access to the gospel. 


’Balswick and Balswick, The Family, 331. 
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An advantage of technology is people around the world can receive the message of Jesus 
Christ twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week. 

Encountering the Biblical Text 

As described above, reading the section of the Ezekiel 47:6-12 for the first time, 
some people may remember happy experiences fishing with their grandparents. What is 
the reader’s “initial impressions, reactions, and questions in response to the passage”^ of 
Scripture? These people may be excited about the abundance of fish and huge beautiful 
trees surrounding the riverbanks. They might imagine seeing these luxuriously beautiful 
trees with fruit that they can just reach up, grab and eat at any time, and enjoy the 
imagery of the birds flying around making beautiful melodies in the cool of the 
afternoon. 

Interpretation of this biblical text has generated questions that will be answered 
later in the process of discussing Ezekiel 47:6-12, such as whether this vision is meant for 
the people of Ezekiel’s time or whether the manifestation and accomplishment of the 
vision described might be in the future. Other questions raised include queries such as: 
What is the eastern region? What is the distance between the eastern parts and Arabah? 
Where is Arabah? Ezekiel described topographical areas within the biblical context. 
However, most modem day readers have no concept of the topography of the area. 

It is unclear if Ezekiel is speaking about trees figuratively in the above Scripture, 
or perhaps actually speaking of the people of Israel. It is the observation that there are 
instances in the Old Testament that references to trees are meant to represent the people 


“^Tiffany and Ringe, Biblical Interpretation, 55. 
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of Israel. For example, there are two powerful scriptures in the Old Testament, Psalm 1:3 

and Jeremiah 17:7-8, that depict Israel or a man or as a tree. This concept is described by 

B.M. Newman and E.A. Nida, who stated. 

In the Old Testament, Israel is sometimes spoken of as a vine, and sometimes as a 
vineyard, and that is perhaps the background of the imagery used in this verse. In 
these Old Testament passages two emphases are made: (1) Israel’s pure and 
favored origin and (2) Israel’s degenerate nature. See, for example, such passages 
as Psalm 80:8-16; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 2:21; Ezekiel 15:1-8; 19:10-14; Hosea 
10:1. Similar uses of the vine imagery are found in Jewish rabbinical literature, as 
well as in the New Testament (Matthew 21:33-46). The portrayal of Jesus as the 
real vine is made in order to contrast him with Israel, which God planted like ‘a 
real vine’ (the Septuagint of Jeremiah 2:21 speaks of Israel as the real vine, the 
same words used here), but which became degenerate and worthless. In this way, 
John again focuses attention on Jesus as the fulfillment of the Jewish faith. 
Although in the papyri the word here rendered vine is sometimes used with the 
meaning of ‘vineyard,’ in this passage the meaning vine is clear.^*’ 

Newman is correct in his assessment of Scripture, and he demonstrates an 

appreciation of the importance of determining whether the scriptural discourse is literal or 

metaphorical through biblical interpretation. The above Scriptures are allegorical, and the 

readers are encouraged by the provision and sincerity of God’s Word. When scholars are 

interacting with the interpretation of Scripture they cannot lose sight of the application of 

God’s Word; there are times when students are so intrigued with translating each word 

precisely that they forget about the original audience and how they may react to 

Scriptures. Where is the Holy Spirit in this process of interpreting God’s Word? Jesus 

chastised the Pharisees about their interpretation of the Eaw and how they had forgotten 

about compassion and the actual meaning of God’s commandments. It is imperative that 

scholars seek the Holy Spirit in their interpretation of God’s Scripture. 


'®B. M. Newman and E. A. Nida, A Handbook on the Gospel of John (New York, NY: United 
Bible Societies, 1993), 478. 
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Regarding modern interpretation of biblical writings, Fredrick C. Tiffany stated, 

Modern Western readers can never fully and finally comprehend that world 
because of the distance imposed by time, place, language, and other cultural 
factors. Access to that world is also limited by the data that were recorded in the 
media that survived, and by the gaps in available knowledge created by the silent 
and silenced voices of persons who had no access to those media. 

It is imperative that educators and theologians assist readers with the process of 

biblical interpretation. Modern day readers have to learn how to apply God’s Word and 

receive the richness that transforms lives. Jesus Christ spoke in a language that even a 

child could understand, and the interpretation of Scripture should be done in a manner 

that the average person can understand and appreciate the richness of the Scripture. 

Readers should be assisted in understanding questions such as; what are the swarms of 

living creatures that will live wherever the river flows? What does the passage mean 

when it says that the water flows from the sanctuary; is that an example of a metaphor or 

is it a literal depiction of something to come? Mr. Tiffany said, “The more people are 

familiar with the biblical text and the world of biblical studies and commentaries, the 

more information one will bring to enrich the reading.”'^ 

During the initial reading of the Ezekiel 47:6-12 passage, it becomes evident that 

this portion of Scripture is a part of a larger biblical story. The larger story commences in 

Ezekiel Chapter 45 through Chapter 48 with the description of the restoration of Israel as 

a healthy and vibrant nation. This message of restoration provides a vision of restored 

community and the building of the temple as envisioned in Ezekiel 47:1-21, which 

describes no more Northern Kingdom or Southern Kingdom, but rather the sovereign 


"Tiffany and Ringe, Biblical Interpretation, 69-70. 
"Tiffany and Ringe, Biblical Interpretation, 69. 



28 

nation of Israel. The reconciliation takes place because God restored Israel from her past 


abominations and the profanation of His Holy Name. Ka Leung Wong said, 

If the past of Israel is a history of profanation of Yahweh and everything 
associated with them, then the manifestation of Yahweh’s holiness in the future 
means a reaction and a reversal of this past. If this manifestation of Yahweh’s 
holiness will result in the recognition of both Israel and the nation that he is 
Yahweh, then his name is vindicated, and his power recognized. 

This Scripture illustrates God’s healing power and His everlasting love for all of 

His creation. When we read the Scriptures, it is possible to understand the splendor, 

majesty and restorative power of God, and to comprehend that as a result of His 

compassion, love, and power, there is a great joy to His people. There will be an alleluia, 

and a “shouting good time” as God fulfills this vision described in Ezekiel. 

There are times when God utilizes all of His creation to convey His provisions, 

power, compassion, and most of all. His desire to communicate with humanity. It is 

intriguing how many different ways God communicates with His people. If God employs 

all of His resources to communicate effectively with us, should we not use every 

available resource with the Holy Spirit’s assistance to comprehend the richness of God’s 

Word? 


The Biblical Interpretation of Ezekiel 47:6-12 

As one continues to read and understand God’s Word, it has become apparent that 
there is a need to conduct a thorough investigation and interpretation of Ezekiel’s writing. 
In Ezekiel 47:6-12, beginning with verses 6-7, Ezekiel writes of what the angel says, “He 


'^Ka Leung Wong, "Profanation/Sanctification and the Past, Present and Future of Israel in the 
Book of Ezekiel,” Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 28, no. 2 (2003): 210-239, accessed February 
2, 2015, ATLA Religion Database with ATLA Serials, EBSCOhost. 
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said to me, Son of man, have you seen this? Then he brought me and returned me to the 
bank of the river. When I returned, there, along the bank of the river, were very many 
trees on one side and the other.” The angel of the Lord had just brought Ezekiel back to 
the bank of the river after he had measured the flow of the water that was leading from 
under the right side of the temple of God. The flow of water gradually accumulated and 
rose to the ankles of Ezekiel. The angel measured again, and the water rose to Ezekiel’s 
knees, and the angel measured again, and the water rose to Ezekiel’s waist. The last time 
the angel measured the water it was too deep to cross, and it became a river of flowing 
water. (Ezek. 47:3-5) This process of healing and provision is gradual just as God 
provides restitution. Various scholars’ interpretations of this process of dispensation will 
address the question of when the fullness of Ezekiel’s vision is complete. Eor this 
chapter, the dispensation is considered relative to Israel, the church, and the millennium. 
The church received her portion of the dispensation on the day of Pentecost; the ultimate 
victory will come with the New Heaven and Earth as depicted in Revelation, Chapter 21. 

Some of the historical accounts of Israel indicated that possession, deliverance or 
restoration came in stages. This is illustrated in Exodus 23:29-30, Deuteronomy 7:22, and 
Ezra 1:5-2:70. There were three deportations of the Jewish people from Jerusalem into 
captivity by the Babylonians. The first group led into captivity was in 605 BC; the second 
group entered captivity in 597 BC, and the last group was seized around 586 or 587 BC. 
Around that time, the city was completely decimated, only the poor people were left 
behind. There are debates on the final deportation of the Jewish people, whether it 
occurred in 586-587 BC or 588 BC. Eor the purpose of this chapter, the time frame of 
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586-587 BC has been selected. According to Kenneth A. Matthews, the return came 
gradually, 

The restoration period commenced with the defeat of Babylon by the Persian 

monarch Cyrus, who ordered the release of the Jews in 538 BC The chronology of 

the period can be summarized by the expeditions that returned from the captivity. 

1. Under the Jewish prince Sheshbazzar (538 BC) the first group returned. Later 
the new governor Zerubbabel and high priest Jeshua completed the temple 
(515 BC) with the help of the prophets Zechariah and Haggai (Ezra 1-6). 

2. During the reign of Artaxerses I (464-424 BC) Ezra led a second party and 
initiated religious reforms (Ezra 7-10). This expedition was fifty-eight years 
after the completion of the temple (458 BC). 

3. Nehemiah, appointed governor by Artaxerxes I, led the third party and rebuilt 
Jerusalem’s walls. Nehemiah’s first term was twelve years (445-433 BC; 

Neh. 1:1-13:6), and the second term was soon thereafter (430 BC?; Neh. 
13:6-31).'^ 

There are times when healing or deliverance does not happen simultaneously or 
quickly, but God is working it out in stages. Therefore, faith is required to believe that 
God can complete the healing process with His healing virtue. The flow of water is God’s 
healing power used to restore the northern kingdom and the southern kingdom. As a 
result, there will not be two kingdoms; there will be the fulfillment of God’s 
reconciliation through bringing His people back together as one, as they are the true sons 
and daughters of the Most-High God. God’s people will be surrounded by all of His 
provisions and there will be no lacking in the New Jerusalem. The healing process of that 
constant movement of the river is representative of this process of reconciliation through 
God’s love for His people. 

Ezekiel provides further clarification regarding the vision of healing in verses 8-9, 
where he states. 

Then he said to me: This water flows toward the eastern region, goes down into 

the valley, and enters the sea. When it reaches the sea, its waters are healed. And 


'"'K. a. Mathews, ‘The Historical Books,” in Holman Concise Bible Commentary (Nashville, TN: 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 176. 
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it shall be that every living thing that moves, wherever the river go, will live. 
There will be a very great multitude of fish beeause these waters go there; for they 
will be healed and everything will live wherever the river goes. (Ezek. 47:8-9) 

What is the eastern region that is referred to in the above passage? There is no 

definitive answer to this question, but the “Arabah is the Jordan Valley running south 

from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea, and ultimately to the Gulf of Aqabah.”^^ The 

water is a marvelous demonstration of God’s ultimate power. The Dead Sea is six times 

as salty as any ocean, and Ezekiel is adamant that the Dead Sea is going to become fresh 

water that sustains all types of aquatic animals and other life. Hearing this remarkable 

vision of the Ezekiel sparked new hope among the Israelites. This was a miracle in itself 

because, at that point, the people of Israel gained an expectation for a brighter future. The 

Israelites had been brokenhearted, and due of their disobedience had been in captivity 

again. They were in a foreign land without the resources to worship the one and only true 

God, Yahweh. The Babylonians were demanding that the Israelites assimilate into their 

culture, and this merger would result in integration into the Babylonians’ societal norms 

and pagan religion. If this were to occur, the Israelites would be totally immersed in the 

Babylonians’ way of life. Imagine that you were an Israelite and that you heard the vision 

that Ezekiel shared with the people. The fantastic news is that his message restored the 

Israelites’ optimism, determination, and commitment to Yahweh. 

Ezekiel’s vision was significant in three ways: 

1) that it was excellent news to the Israelites, indicating to them that the God of 
their forefathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had not forgotten them in their moment of 


*^C. H. Dyer, Ezekiel: The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, vol. 1, 
ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 1313. 
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crisis. Ezekiel’s revelation gave them the opportunity to repent of their sins and turn back 
to Yahweh, knowing that His arms were open and beckoned them to return to Him. 

2) it provides assurance to the people today that God is still healing. Jesus said, 
“The thief does not eome, exeept to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that 
they may have life and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) As children 
of God today, we do not have to wait to die to receive the promises of God; all the 
promises of God are here for us right now. 

3) this message provides the assurance of the millennial, which Christ will reign 
for a thousand years, and then will be the final judgment of Satan and the promise of the 
new Heaven and the new Earth. 

In verses 10-12, Ezekiel describes the following. 

It shall be that fisherman will stand by it from En Gedi to Eglaim; they will be 
places for spreading their nets. Their fish will be of the same kinds of the fish of 
the Great Sea, exceedingly many. But its swamps and marshes will not be healed; 
they will be given over to salt. Along the bank of the river, on this side and that, 
will grow all kinds of trees used for food; their leaves will not wither, and their 
fruit will not fail. They will bear fruit every month because their water flows from 
the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for medicine. (Ezek. 
47:10-12) 

According to Elwell and Beitzel, as described in the bible, En-Gedi refers to the 
following. 

It is a vital oasis on the west side of the Dead Sea about 35 miles southeast of 
Jerusalem. Allotted to Judah’s tribe for an inheritance (Josh 15:62), En-Gedi 
contained a hot-water spring coming from the side of a limestone cliff, producing 
semitropical vegetation. The area became known for its palms, vineyards, and 
balsam (Song 1:14; Josephus, Antiq. 20.1.2). The ancient site was southeast of the 
oasis at Tel ej-Jam near modem ‘Ain Jidi. En-Gedi was called Hazazon-Tamar in 
2 Chr 20:2, and figured in several Old Testament events. There Chedorlaomer 
conquered the Amorites (Gen. 14:7); David sought refuge from Saul (1 Sam. 
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23:29); and in Ezekiel’s vision of Israel’s restoration, fisherman would catch fish 
from the Dead Sea from En-Gedi to Eneglaim (Ezek. 47:10).^^ 

Similarly, they describe En-eglaim as follows, 

The place is mentioned in Ezekiel 47:10 where, in a description of the millennial 
age, it is said that ‘fishermen will stand beside the sea; from En-Gedi to En¬ 
eglaim it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its fish will be of very many 
kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. This condition will be in sharp contrast to the 
present lack of marine life in the Dead Sea. The location is on the shore of the 
Dead Sea, probably south of Khirbet Qumran, perhaps Ain Feshkha 

The spectacular vision of Ezekiel is beyond our comprehension; it is challenging 

to imagine how the Dead Sea will become a river of life-giving water. These three verses 

illustrate the majesty and splendor of God’s power, especially regarding His ability to 

turn a dead situation into a prosperous “River” again. As we reflect on these passages and 

consider the Israelites’ reaction, we are reminded that there is nothing too hard for our 

God. Jesus Christ has established the victory already, by His love, on the cross, and 

through His resurrection. It is through His resurrection that Christians have the capability 

of living out the promises that God foretold to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Christians 

have been adopted into the family of God; therefore, we are entitled to all the promises of 

the patriarch’s children. As Christians, we can be optimistic and inspired to live the life 

that God has called us to live. 

When we reflect on Ezekiel’s description of swamps and marshes that will 
continue to be salty we are reminded that this is also fantastic news. Salt also reflects life, 
and, according to A. Negev, 


'®W. A. Elwell and B. J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI; Baker Book 
House, 1988), 701. 


'^Elwell and Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia, 701. 
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The use of salt goes back to early prehistoric times, and it has always been 
considered to be one of the vital elements of human food. The ancient world 
valued the savor it gave to the food (Job 6:6), and it was consumed in 
considerable quantities (Ezra 6:9). It was also a necessary ingredient in sacrifices 
(Lev. 2:13; Ezek. 43:24). In the rituals connected with signing an agreement the 
consumption of food with salt was an essential part, symbolizing the union of the 
parties involved, and it thus referred to as ‘salt of the covenant’, or ‘a covenant of 
salt forever’ (Lev. 2:13; Num. 18:19). A ‘land of brimstone and salt’ was a barren 
land (Deut. 29:23, etc.); sowing a city with salt, therefore, meant its utter 
destruction (Judg. 9:45). Therapeutic qualities were ascribed to salt. Eor instance, 
new-born babies were sprinkled with it (Ezek. 16:4), and Elisha used it to heal the 
water of the spring of Jericho (2 Kings. 2:20 ff.).^^ 

Ezekiel was prophetically speaking life to the Christians and non-Christians of the 

ancient world, and also to Christians today, regarding the healing virtue of the medicinal 

leaves. It is difficult today to imagine a time when there will be no more illness, disease, 

or death. Ezekiel was recounting the promise that God had spoken to Moses, 

You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations, you will be my treasured possession. Although 
the whole world is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation. These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites. (Exodus 19:4-6) 

The covenant that God was asking Israel to participate in was a love covenant 

with Him. His promise was that He would provide for all of their needs and that 

everything would prosper, including the land, their crops, cattle, and herds. God promised 

to bless them with many descendants, and that there would be no barrenness among them. 

As we, the believers, reflect on the passages of Ezekiel 47:6-12, we are reminded of the 

utopia in the Garden of Eden, when everything was provided for Adam and Eve, and 

there was no sickness, illness, or disease. During that period, Adam and Eve had a 

personal relationship with God. The message of Ezekiel clearly illustrates that God’s 


'^Avraham Negev, The Archaeological Encyclopedia of the Holy Land, 3rd ed., s.v. “salt” (New 
York, NY: Prentice Hall Press, 1990). 
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original plan would be fulfilled; Christians today have that same hope and promise of 
God’s healing and restorative power, as we move forward by faith. God is still operating 
under that same love covenant, which is bestowed upon every believer. 

New Testament Scripture 

The apostle John was providing hope for the people of God in the verses found in 
Revelation 22:1-4. When we hear, or read the Scriptures, we are encouraged to repent 
and immerse ourselves in any segment of the community that has been disenfranchised. 
The apostle John was encouraging the Christian community to get involved and invite 
many people to the table of Jesus Christ. 

The reason that biblical interpretation is so vital in the twenty-first century is that 
it can assist individuals with the application of God’s Word. Many people currently 
afflicted with mental or physical disabilities are provided with life-affirming reasons to 
hold onto hope through the Good News of the Gospel. When people suffer from a 
disability, there is hope in knowing that their situation is not permanent. As children of 
God, we receive healing in or from that river of life that flows from the throne of God. 
Imagine the possibility of a blind person now having the capability of seeing, and not just 
seeing the devastation, pollution, and violence that sin has caused in the world today, but 
seeing the splendor and majesty of God’s creation in the new Eden. 

Unfortunately, there are currently entire segments of our community that are not 
being reached, for example, the Native American population. Great Falls, Montana has a 
large Native American population, and no one is ministering to that segment of our 
society. This is a consideration that, as a Christian nation, we should be addressing. 



36 

particularly as we approach the biblical interpretation of Revelation 22:1-4. Also, 
scholars should also be addressing this within the current context of biblical interpretation 
in the twenty-first century. This should be considered while we ask ourselves how we are 
preparing for that glorious day when we will reside with God and Jesus Christ for 
eternity. 

Some people are brokenhearted and some have even contemplated suicide, these 
Scriptures could bring hope into their situation. As we face the huge concerns that plague 
our society today, such as terrorism, war, human trafficking and drugs, we must remind 
ourselves that John has given us a glimpse of hope and a brand-new day through the 
loving arms of God. Let us reflect on the power and glory of God as He makes ready for 
total restitution for humanity. 

In January 2015, the United Theological Seminary provided an intensive week of 
training that gave the students and faculty a glimpse of the life and needs of our 
physically challenged citizens. The physically challenged citizens of our society often 
feel as though they are disenfranchised from our community. The intensive training 
revealed some of the brilliant minds that our physically challenged brothers and sisters 
possess and instilled in participants a burning desire to make a contribution to society and 
the world at large. It was demonstrated that physically challenged citizens are intelligent 
and capable of utilizing all of their aptitude and talents to contribute to society. They are 
some of the people who are listening to and/or reading the Scriptures as they are being 


'^Wendy J. Deichmann, David Watson and Harold Hudson, “Ministry with People with 
Disabilities ” (paper presented at the United Theological Seminary Doctor of Ministry Intensive Seminar, 
Dayton, OH, January 26-30, 2015). 
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recited in the twenty-first century. Amos Yong described a “theology for embracing 
difference” as, 

the result, which is articulated primarily in Trinitarian terms, can also be 
considered as, a contribution towards a theory of community. What is promoted 
as a ‘theory of embracing differences’ is just a well understanding as a theology 
of inclusive, interdependence, and koinonia, all predicated on a perichoresis view 
of the triune relationship. The accessibility of this volume means that there will be 
many families and caretakers who will find new ways to think not only about 
disability, but also about Christian theology in general (e.g., Christology, 
ecclesiology, sacraments, theology of icons, and theology of the body are the 
focus of some chapters), especially within a Trinitarian frame of reference. 

Another difficult and controversial topic in our communities and one that people 

tend to avoid in the twenty-first century is suicide among our youth. What is the position 

of the church concerning death by suicide in the twenty-first century and what are we 

doing about it? According to Dr. H. Norman Wright, 

Suicide is a deliberate act of self-destruction in which the chance of surviving is 
uncertain. It is a major problem. More than 34,000 people kill themselves in the 
United States each year. On an average day, close to 2,000 people attempt suicide. 
This only accounts for the suicide attempts we know about because many suicides 
are not reported or go undetected. Estimates indicate that suicide is the tenth 
leading cause of death in our country. The mortality rate from suicide is as high as 
10,000 a year, and there are more than 5 million attempts each year.^^ 


Encountering the Biblical Text 

The intensive training left questions as to whether our society may be refusing to 
acknowledge the fundamental rights and privileges of physically challenged citizens. It 
was appalling to think that people in our society are subject to prejudice and that there are 


^°Amos Yong, “Discovering Trinity in Disability: A Theology for Embracing Difference, ” 
Religious Studies Review 39, no. 4 (December, 2013): 247, accessed February 25, 2015, ATLA Religion 
Database with ATLA Serials, EBSCOhost. 

^'H. Norman Wright, The Guide to Crisis and Trauma Counseling (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 
2003), 298. 
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those who are intolerant in their interactions with physically challenged people. Do we 
take this biased and intolerant approach to our biblical interpretation of Scripture? The 
inverted pyramid approach to biblical interpretation challenges the reader to consider 
Scripture in a way that they may never have done before, and ask vital questions such as, 
are there other people within our community that we have disenfranchised or 
marginalized from our existence? 

Today, when we think about utopia, we strive to be as inclusive as possible. This 
often means getting involved in the lives that God has placed in our path. Although there 
are times when our initial response to the Scripture is not pleasant, we have to be 
transparent and see ourselves in the light that God is shining on us so that we can see our 
deficiencies. It is a humbling experience when God calls us to real disciple people. We 
must be inclusive in all of our endeavors to ensure that the New Eden encompasses all of 
us. We have to ask ourselves some tough questions in our communities, such as exploring 
where are we falling short from the biblical perspective of loving and caring for all of 
humanity. As individuals, we should ask whether there are any prejudices or intolerances 
in our lives, or are we truly walking as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Some churches are in the process of reevaluating how they interact with members 
of the community who are confined to wheelchairs, and some have assessed the challenge 
and concluded that they need to purchase a vertical platform lift, elevator or a ramp to 
accommodate people with disabilities. Also, churches are looking at the accessibility of 
their restrooms and church dining area. Upon completing improvements to these areas, 
the church members may believe that their commitment to alleviating the problem of 
providing access to disabled citizens in the community will be resolved. These projects 



39 


seem to be a positive way to the needs of disabled individuals in their desire to attend 
church and participate in any events or community projects that the church offers. 

However, some churches were faulted with not being sympathetic enough to the 
desires of the physically challenged people in their community by their failure to provide 
an accessible entrance into the sanctuary. Another area of concern is acoustics; is the 
sound quality in the church appropriate for those who are hearing impaired? Attention 
must be given to these concerns as well. The apostle James warned the church about 
becoming not just hearers of the Word, but doers of the Word of God. (James 1:22) 

On the other hand, for those who are walking in total obedience to Jesus’ 
commandment to make disciples, then this is also a time of rejoicing. When one hears 
Revelation 22:1-4, the joy of being with God for eternity is truly overwhelming. The 
victory belongs to those who endure to the end, keep the faith, keep hope alive, and 
encourage the people around them to commit their lives to Jesus Christ. There will truly 
be a day of triumph over all the hardship, evil, war, and illness in the world. God has 
truly vindicated His children, and all the glory and honor belongs to Him and our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. As this Scripture is reviewed, we are encouraged to envision that 
God’s judgment has executed complete healing and deliverance, provided great joy in the 
atmosphere and great jubilation in the presence of God and that He is interacting with all 
of His creation. Positive emotions are stimulated as we hear the sound of victory in 
Revelation and envision that God has realized His story of redemption. 

We should consider whether this focus on optimism in our approach to Scripture 
includes an understanding of the needs of the people or are we just concerned with our 


soul salvation and not committed to mission’s work here in the United States? Mission 
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ministry must start at home first. The Scriptures revealed that Jesus mandated that 
spreading the Gospel was to begin in Jerusalem first, and the United States is our 
modern-day Jerusalem. 

The Biblical Interpretation of Revelation 22:1-4 

John writes in Revelation 22:1-4 of the water of life. Specifically, the first verse 
stated, “Then the Angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb.” (Rev. 22:1) John saw the water of life, 
which is the healing virtuous flowing from the throne room of God. This is an amazing 
picture to behold. 

Revelation 22 is a continuation of the story that began in Revelations 21 with the 

creation of a New Heaven and Earth and John is giving a depiction of God’s full 

restoration and deliverance from the sin of Adam and Eve committed in the Garden of 

Eden. This passage provides a description of God bringing His creation full circle, 

redemption being completed, judging all creation and dealing decisively with Satan and 

his cohorts. In the Scripture, John declares a new beginning between the Trinity and 

humanity. The water of life that is referred to in this passage is the same river that Ezekiel 

described in Ezekiel 47:1. In Zechariah 14:8-9, the prophet is saying, 

and in that day it shall be that living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, half of 
them towards the eastern sea and half of them toward the western sea: in both 
summer and winter, it shall occur. And the Eord shall be King over all the earth. 

In that day, it shall be The Eord is one and His name one. 

Between the messages of Ezekiel and Zechariah, we receive the fullness of God’s Word 

in Revelation 22:1. In addition, John sees the throne of God and of the Eamb. Jesus is 

sitting on the throne with God. Similar imagery is presented with Jesus sitting at the right 
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hand of God in Mark 16:19, Luke 22:69, Romans 8:34 and standing at the right hand of 
God in Acts 7:55-56. 

John depicts God’s provision and healing virtues in verse 2 when he stated, “In 
the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore 
twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations.” (Rev. 22:3) There is no more disease or sickness rather total 
restoration for all of God’s creation. 

John confirmed everything Ezekiel said, the tree is providing fruit each month and 
leaves for the healing of the nations. Revelation 22:1-2 describes both the water of life 
and the tree of life, representing eternal life and provisions from God. It is difficult to 
imagine seeing fresh, clear water running year-round, and a tree that bears fresh fruit each 
month for eternity. The tree of life described here is the same tree of life that is described 
in Genesis 2:9. The healing power and magnitude of love that God has for humanity are 
beyond our comprehension. In Revelation 22:17 it says, “And the Spirit and the bride 
say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. 
Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.” 

God is always rewarding those who are faithful, and the rewards are bountiful. 

The full Godhead is represented in Revelation 22:1-4. The premise in this verse is not 
that God has duplicated or copied, but that He created a whole new Eden for all the saints 
and believers; God has reestablished His commitment to love, cherish, and provide for all 
of our daily needs without any hesitation or hindrance. The Holy Spirit is represented as 
the water of life in verse three. As G. K. Beale stated, 

Eor water as symbolic of the Spirit in the OT, Jewish writings, and NT, see Ezek. 

36:25-27; John 3:5; 4:10-24; cf. 1 John 5:7-8; IQS 4.21; in Pesikta Rabbati 1.2, 



42 


water from the earthly temple is interpreted as the Holy Spirit. Cf. Rev. 22:1-2 
with IQSb 1.3-4: ‘May he open for you from the heights of heaven the everlasting 
spring that will never run dry.’ Likewise, Odes Sol. 6:7-18 portrays a ‘river’ and 
‘living water’ that quench the thirst of people and that are directly associated with 
the ‘Holy Spirit. 

Just as the Holy Spirit was present at the beginning of Genesis when God created the 
heavens and the earth, the Holy Spirit will be present in the new Eden. This is a powerful 
statement and reinforces that the Trinity is a vital part of all of God’s creation. 

When we consider the concept of rewards, we primarily think about things we 
receive at present, but ultimately, the best reward is living with God for eternity. In 
eternity, God provides perfect health for everyone, which means no more illness, 
disabilities or diseases. If you have ever experienced a disability or illness, you know the 
pain and discomfort that ravaged your body. Imagine your new body without any of those 
defects. There are no words to describe what that day in Eden will encompass, and even 
John had difficulty describing the new Eden, where there is healing for all God’s creation 
and everything has come full circle in the new Heaven and new Earth. 

In verse 3, the heart of God is revealed, as John declares His love for us, stating, 
“And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and the Eamb shall be in it.” 
John is describing the new Eden, a place where there is no sin. God cursed the ground for 
Adam’s sake in Genesis 3:17 because of his sin of eating the fruit from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. A curse is a result of sin in our lives, and ultimately God 
cursed Satan above all other creatures, according to Genesis 3:14. There are 
consequences for our disobedience, but the curse of sin has been eliminated in the new 


K. Beale, The Book of Revelation: A Commentary on the Greek Text (Grand Rapids, MI: B. 
Eerdmans Paternoster Press, 1999), 1105. 
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Garden of Eden. All accounts have been settled, judgment has been rendered, and victory 
has been established. 

Beale describes God’s healing power as discussed in verse 3, stating, 

Verse 3 further explains ‘the healing of the nations.’ First, ‘there will no longer be 
any curse’ (KaxdBspa ouk saxar sxi). The phrase is from Zech. 14:11 (CB): ‘there 
will no longer be a curse’ (dvdBspa ouk saxar sxi). The different words for 
‘curse,’ dvdBspa in the LXX of Zechariah and Kaxddspa in Revelation, are both 
legitimate renderings of the Hebrew herem. In the OT, herein is typically used of 
the ban of complete destruction placed on people because of sin (e.g., the 
Canaanites in the Hexateuch).^^ 

As Beale illustrated, there will be total restoration and healing for people and 
nations. The new garden represents all believers who possess a heart for worship and 
praise of the one and only true God, Yahweh. In the new garden, every believer has the 
privilege of being in the presence of God all the time, according to Scripture. The throne 
of God and the Lamb shall be in it; therefore, wherever God and the Lamb are, the 
believers will be there also; there is no separation or being out of the presence of God. 
Psalm 139:8-9 explains that wherever we go, God is always there. There is only joy and 
happiness in the presence of God, and that is where every believer will reside for eternity. 

It is imperative that we understand the fullness of John’s vision. Every believer is 
victorious, and we will live with God for eternity. The ultimate goal of every believer is 
to spend eternity with God, and now, apostle John is giving us a glimpse of eternity. It is 
in verse 4 that John declares the privilege that each believer will have for eternity, stating, 
“They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.” 

There are two Scriptures that could give us some further insight into this verse in 
Revelation. Lirst, the Scripture in Revelation 3:12 says. 


^^Beale, The Book of Revelation, 1112. 
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He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he 
shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of 
city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My 
God. And I will write on him My new name. 

This Scripture confirms that all believers will have God’s seal of approval on 

them. This mark serves as a sign that we are a part of the living Lamb of God. The other 

Scripture that further illuminates this is 1 John 3:2, which says, “Beloved, now we are 

children of God, and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 

when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” According to 

these Scriptures, not only will believers have the new name of Jesus Christ on them, but 

they will have a glorified body. At this time, believers, able-bodied or physically 

challenged, may have no comprehension of what that glorified body will look like, but 

they are assured of one thing, they will be in the presence of God. Christians have the 

reassurance that they are a part of God’s family for eternity, even though there are still 

mysteries in the Bible that believers today have little understanding of. The Christian 

community walks by faith, and this is truly a faith walk. Whatever that body will be, we 

have no definitive answer, but the one thing that we do have is the assurance that we will 

know Jesus Christ. Therefore, the seal or mark signifies that, as believers, we will be able 

to distinguish that we all have arrived in the New Jerusalem, or new Eden. 

According to Beale, the Old Testament Scripture of Exodus 28:36-38 stated. 

That on Aaron’s turban was written ‘holy to [before] the EORD’ and that ‘it will 
always be on his forehead so that they [Israel] may be accepted before the EORD.’ 
The high priest represented Israel and was consecrated to God so that he could 
enter God’s presence to offer propitiatory sacrifices on Israel’s behalf to make the 
people acceptable before God so that they would not incur God’s wrath. As with 
the high priest’s jewels in Exod. 28:17-21 (see above on 21:18-20), so in Rev. 
22:4 the privilege of consecration to be acceptable in the immediate presence of 
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God, formerly reserved only for the high priest, is now granted to all God’s 

people. 

The transformational, prophetic words of John are meant for all believers today; 
the transformational power of these words will create a new hunger and thirst for God’s 
righteousness, and the manifestation of this will create a new hunger and thirst for the 
Holy Spirit. It is only through the Holy Spirit that the transformational process can ever 
be achieved. The Holy Spirit is a vital part of the life of believers, and it will be manifest 
through every segment, organization, department, teaching and ministry. Christians will 
be able to witness this transformational process in the way that they conduct their 
personal lives in the community and their individual time with God. God is asking each 
believer to interact with one another and hold each other accountable for their spiritual 
growth. This accountability is designed to be a lifelong process and a demonstration that 
they are committed to each other as brothers and sisters of the Most High God. Let us 
walk in our destiny as the church of believers. 

The readers and hearers of these Scriptures are all the saints of God. These are the 
ones that have made it through the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the Great Tribulation, 
and the Millennial. These are the faithful servants of God and the perfect Lambs of God; 
they are the ones who will live with God for eternity, and worship Him. As described 
through these Scriptures, the Bible story has come full circle, and all believers are now 
residing in the new Eden; the scarlet thread throughout the entire Bible has now fulfilled 
the destiny of God’s ultimate plan of redemption. 

This audience has everything in common; there will be no more sickness, disease 
or pain of any kind. Imagine living as man or woman in a perfect environment of peace, 

^"•Beale, The Book of Revelation, 1114. 
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love, and tranquility. The ultimate gift from God is eternal life, complete happiness, joy, 

and contentment. It is hard to imagine such a place where there is no division, no 

manipulation, no political gains and most of all, no hierarchy within the ranks of the 

people. But we are all God’s children with one purpose, one commitment, one 

determination and one heartbeat to worship and trust the living God, and these are 

characteristics possessed by each believer to be called children of God. 

Revelation is a beautiful book of God’s Holy City, the new Jerusalem, which is 

the restoration of Eden for all believers. 

We have also seen that the ‘name’ on believers refers to the character of God, 
which they reflect (Rev. 2:17). Therefore, at the end of time, the righteous ‘will be 
like him, because we will see him just as he is’ (1 John 3:2; cf. Job 19:25-27; Ps. 
17:15; Matt. 5:8; 1 Cor. 13:12), a process that has already begun (2 Cor. 3:18).^^ 

The final blessing is to see God face to face. It is an absolute privilege to walk 
with God, and worship Him for the first time, face to face. The apostle John says in the 
Gospel of John 1:18 “No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.” We will have the opportunity to see 
God’s face, just as Jesus has seen the Father. We will know the Father, and we will meet 
our Ford and Savior Jesus Christ. There is no greater happiness and honor than to see 
God and meet Jesus Christ. We are blessed to be called children of God. 

Conclusion 

The process of utilizing the inverted pyramid methodology for biblical 
interpretation does provide for a deeper understanding of Scripture. It forces the 


^^Beale, The Book of Revelation, 1114. 
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interpreter to research and interact with different parts of our community that we may not 
be comfortable addressing. The reader may uncover some deficiencies in their belief 
system, and challenge them to deal with them. It can be a very painful process to examine 
one’s theology and reflect upon how one has developed their analytical skills related to 
the Scripture. 

The inverted pyramid requires one to look at the disenfranchised and the 
marginalized people in our society and to acknowledge that we may not be inviting them 
to God’s table, nor the tables in our respective homes. The process sparks difficult 
questions that can motivate each of us to be more mindful of and to reflect deeply upon 
our answers and resolutions. Also, the purpose of the above biblical interpretation was to 
ensure that the Old Testament and New Testament Scriptures that were selected was 
sufficient for the foundation of this project. 

As this process, unfolded it became apparent that the healing ministry at Union 
Bethel AME Church is indeed relevant, and necessary for the growth of the church. It is 
through this process that the church gained valuable insight that was conducive to 
furthering and supporting the Holy Spirit’s power and healing virtues. Through this 
process, the members have found a new hunger and thirst for the Holy Spirit within the 
church, as well as throughout the ministries that they have developed and which God has 
empowered within the church and surrounding communities. 

The Old and New Testament’s readings have stimulated Union Bethel members 
to evaluate who is currently sitting at God’s table in their congregation. This has led to 
controversy and sparked a debate within the church, necessitating a need to reassess the 
ministries that are now in existence at Union Bethel. Already one result is that the 
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members discovered that there was a huge section of unministered members of the 
community. For example, the Native Americans are not being recognized within our 
community, and Union Bethel developed a program that will meet their needs. The initial 
action for Union Bethel was to establish a relationship with the Native American 
community. The second concern that Union Bethel discovered was their need to interface 
effectively with physically challenged citizens in the community. The Union Bethel 
congregation has subsequently engaged in an extensive discussion regarding community 
perceptions, and how to ensure that the church may be more accessible and affordable. 
The Union Bethel congregation has developed a plan to purchase a vertical platform lift 
that will accommodate the accessibility needs of physically challenged members. The last 
area of concern that was identified at Union Bethel as a result of this process was the 
accessibility to the restrooms. At a later date when funding is available this will have to 
be addressed. 

The process of, and focus on, the above described biblical interpretation has 
helped to solidify the healing ministry at Union Bethel AME Church. Members were 
reminded that it is not enough that we minister only to ourselves but we should not 
exclude so many people from our community due to our shortsightedness. The Holy 
Spirit was leading and guiding the leadership of Union Bethel to invite His presence back 
into every segment of the ministry, and every area of the life of the church. Union Bethel 
members are responding to the challenges of discipleship and engaging in the healing 
process. The people are connecting with the Holy Scripture with a new intensity and 
commitment to examine each member’s heart, ensuring that all are living according to the 
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commandments of Jesus Christ, and discipleship has become the focus of Union Bethel 
AME Church. 



CHAPTER THREE 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS 


The purpose of this historical foundation charter was to provide historical 
evidence demonstrating that the healing ministry has existed throughout the history of the 
church and into the twenty-first century. The history of the church and Christianity 
reviewed, revealed its relationship to the AME Church’s position within the movement of 
the charismatic approach to the Holy Spirit and the Christian church at large. Some of 
these challenges served as an impetus for this analysis and the review related changes in 
the growth within traditional churches. Traditional denominations in the United States 
appeared a part of these changes that are drawing large segments of communities into the 
Pentecostal/Charismatic Church. There are large numbers that are also leaving the 
traditional denominational churches in hopes of connecting with the power source of the 
Holy Spirit with signs and wonders. This analysis was conducted to develop some 
solutions that will assist the AME Church and the traditional churches in their 
transformation. 

The reader was presented with material that analyzes the gifts and power of the 
Holy Spirit as it related to the United States of America. The critical analysis asked, 
“What are some of the theological challenges facing the Christian Church today?” Some 
of the church’s historical fathers’ views on these phenomenas within the church were 
presented. Eor purposes of discussion in this historical review, the Holy Spirit is the 
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supernatural phenomena within the Charismatic and the Neo-Pentecostal Movements in 
the Christian Church. 

The reader was provided with an analysis of the origins of the Charismatic 
Movement and discerned its applicability for the modem age churches' ability to achieve 
the complexity of the Christianity theology and doctrine similar to the Pentecostal beliefs 
and expressions in their faith traditions. The outcome of this historical review provided 
an evidence-based foundation for the implementation of the actions of the Holy Spirit 
through signs and wonders within the Christian church. Most importantly, a successful 
implementation at Union Bethel AME Church specifically included opportunities for 
training. The long-range goal was to train other churches to seek the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit in the confines of their individual lives and traditional churches. With the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, it was a feasible undertaking. This chapter was composed of four 
sections designed to analyze and document the historical movement of the supernatural 
power of the Holy Spirit within the Pentecostal/Charismatic church. 

Section one presents the historical and methodological segment of the 
fundamental relationship between theology and supernaturalism. Critical terms were 
defined such as supematuralism, charismatic and holiness exclusively from the 
importance of the Wesleyan Holiness and eighteenth and nineteenth centuries revivalist 
roots. Supernatural miracles were determined by beliefs and practices of the early church 
fathers. The early church fathers addressed the Holy Spirit interaction with skepticism or 
optimism towards paranormal phenomena in the church. These discussions were and 
continued to be at the heart of the theology of the Holy Spirit as the Christian church 
realizes that there are three Persons in the Holy Trinity. 
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Section two described the charismatic churches as having a heart for a deeper 
spiritual relationship with God by embracing the gifts of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit was 
driving this movement forward by using men and women that have a serious theological 
heart for the gifts of the Spirit. The Pentecostal movement was a reflection of the Day of 
Pentecost two thousand years ago. There was a renewed hunger and thirst for a new birth 
or a new awareness of the prominence of the Holy Spirit within the church. 

Section three was composed of the Neo-Pentecostal movement in the United 
States. These traditional denominations African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion (AMEZ), Baptist, Disciples of Christ, and United 
Church of Christ involved in this movement of the Holy Spirit. These churches are non- 
charismatic, but they have learned from the charismatic churches. These are exciting 
times in the circulation of the Holy Spirit, and to witness unbelievers coming to Christ 
Jesus. The last portion of this section will address the anointing of the Holy Spirit and 
most importantly, the commencement of the anointing. 

Section four provided a framework outlining the healing power of the rebirth of 
the Christian church, and this included the healing ministry elements. The major voices in 
the healing arena are Erancis MacNutt, Granville Oral Roberts, Kathryn Kuhlman, and 
John Wesley. Each one is considered to have provided critical leadership in the healing 
movement as a part of the charismatic movement. While Wesley was not a charismatic, 
he was a forerunner and a spiritual father of those who came later and called themselves 


charismatic. 
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Supernaturalism 

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dietionary defines supernaturalism as: “the quality 
or state of being supernatural; belief in a supernatural power and order of existenee.”^ For 
the purpose of this paper, supernaturalism was the power originating from God through 
the Holy Spirit. There are other viewpoints of supernaturalism and listed below is the 
evangelical perspective: 

The evangelical Christian believes that there is a radical difference between the 
report of the supernatural in Scripture and other literature. There is a sober 
rationale for the supernatural in Scripture based upon the Biblical structure of 
revelation and redemption which is completely lacking in precritical cultures. The 
Christian considers the present order to be out of joint and unnatural due to sin. 
Part of God’s revelatory and redemptive work in humanity and cosmos darkened 
by sin is the employment of the supernatural. Therefore, when the evangelical 
expositor is confronted with the supernatural in the text, he does not rule it out ex 
hypothesi but accepts it as an important element of the Biblical revelation.^ 

The evangelical’s definition of supematuralism written by B. L. Ramn provided 

an excellent foundation for further discussion. It was imperative that we view the power 

of the Holy Spirit in a positive and an engaging way to show the manifestations of God. 

The Holy Spirit is demonstrating and completing the redemptive work that Jesus Christ 

fulfilled on the cross. John Calvin, the reformer, provided a detailed vision of the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit: 

Still, because believers enjoy only a taste and bare beginning of the Spirit while in 
this flesh, even those who more than others are full of the riches of God’s gifts, 
can do no more than recognize their weakness and be careful to remain within the 
confines of God’s word lest, wishing in their own minds to go further, they stray 
at once from this word, they would undoubtedly err in many things because they 


'Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11 ed., s.v. “supematuralism.” 

^B. L. Ramm, Baker’s Dictionary of Practical Theology, ed. R. G. Turnbull (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Book House, 1967), 106. 
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would again be without the Spirit, through whose teaching alone we comprehend 
God’s mysteries.^ 

The above statement is theologically correct because the Holy Spirit is available 
to every believer. For it is through the Holy Spirit that we encounter the presence and the 
power of God. Each believer can aspire to make themselves available for the edification 
of the Body of Christ through the gifts of the Spirit and to the glorification of God. The 
actual work of the Holy Spirit is to transform believers into the likeness of Jesus Christ 
through their obedience and submission to His will. Subsequently, one’s behavior 
changes into the conduct that is representative of a child of God. Another church leader 
was George Fox, who is the father of the Society of Friends or the Friends Church, 
commonly called Quakers. Fox was disillusioned in the mid-seventeenth century with the 
religious culture, and he wanted a deeper spiritual walk with God and consequently he set 
out to define peaceful principles: 

In 1646, after more than three years of spiritual wrestling, he came to the 
conclusion that whatever truth exists was not to be found in the Orthodox 
formulations of Christian theologians. Instead, Fox held, there is an inner light 
within each person that is the capacity to recognize and respond to the presence of 
God. Fox, therefore, rejected the Reformed doctrine of total depravity."^ 

The spiritual experience that Fox is describing is the Holy Spirit directing our 

everyday life. We learn how to wait on the Holy Spirit through prayer. Scripture reading 

and daily meditation for the guidance throughout the day. Fox was in pursuit of a spiritual 

awakening describing Jesus Christ as follows: 


^John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, trans. Robert White (Carlisle, PA; The Banner of 
Truth Trust, 2014), 734. 

■^Bradley P. Nystrom and David P. Nystrom, The History of Christianity: An Introduction (New 
York, NY: The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., 2004), 308. 
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Christ is a physician; that’s an office is it not? Where two or three are gathered in 
his name he is in the midst of them to heal them, to anoint them with the oil of 
gladness, to cure them of all their diseases and wounds, to bind up the broken 
hearted, to anoint their eyes and unstop their ears-that they may see and hear the 
prophet, and make them perfectly whole.^ 

Fox believed in the power of the Holy Spirit operating with signs and wonders in 

the Society of Friends. As he walked in the light. Fox experienced a spiritual awakening 

of signs and wonders. The motif of Fox’s theology was the light of Jesus Christ. 

In contrast, Gonzalez presents a different perspective and analysis of Luther and 

Zwingli on the subject of Christianity and Spirituality, 

Both Luther and Zwingli were convinced that over the course of centuries 
Christianity has ceased to be what it was in the New Testament. Luther sought to 
cleanse it from all that contradicted Scripture. Zwingli went further, holding that 
only that which had a spiritual foundation should be believed and practice. But 
soon there were others who pointed out that Zwingli did not carry such ideas to 
their logical conclusion.® 

The above statement was intriguing considering that both men recognized that the 
Christian traditions had strayed from the New Testament teachings. But neither one had 
the spiritual courage to trust the Holy Spirit to guide them in a new awakening. The 
Anabaptists or what was defined as “extreme paeifism was unaeeeptable to those in 
charge of maintaining social and political order, particularly amidst the upheaval of the 
sixteenth eentury.”’ The Anabaptists were being persecuted for their firm belief in 
operating church and state separately. They were not willing to participate in any social 


^George Fox, George Fox a Christian Mystic, ed. Hugh McGregor Ross (Swarthmore, PA: 
NuVision Publications, LLC, 2008), 135. 

®Justo L. Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity: The Reformation to the Present Day, vol. 2 (New 
York, NY: HarperOne, 2010), 67. 


^Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity, 69. 
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commitments such as engaging in war or carrying any form of weapons. These are 

desperate times for the Christian faith and who will answer the call of the Holy Spirit? 

The last church father that will be discussed is John Wesley. He was the father of 

the Methodist Church in the United States and co-founder with his brother Charles 

Wesley of the Methodist Movement in England. Due to the profound spiritual awakening 

in Wesley’s personal life, his preaching was elevated to a point that he thirsts to assist 

other people in finding their salvation in Jesus Christ. On Wednesday, May 24, 1738, 

John Wesley had an epiphany at the society in Aldersgate Street when he stated, “I felt 

my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation: and an 

assurance was given me, that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from 

the law of sin and death.”^ Here is an illustration of his comments about his preaching, 

He was also worried about the response to his preaching. Some people would 
weep and loudly bemoan their sins while would collapse in anguish. Then they 
would express great joy, declaring that they felt cleanse of their evil. Wesley 
would have preferred more solemn proceedings. Evidently, he decided that what 
was taking place in such instances was a struggle between Satan and the Holy 
Spirit and that he should not hinder the work of God.^ 

Wesley was determined to experience the fullness of God. He wanted everyone to 
have an encounter with the Holy Spirit that would change their lives thus allowing them 
to become leaders by using their gifts to bring change in a dying world. Wesley stressed 
the importance of holiness because God was holy, and he wanted people to experience 
the joy, peace, and serenity of having the Holy Spirit abiding within every Christian 


*John Wesley, The Works of John Wesley: Journals vols. 1-2 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 
2007), 103. Continue on May 24, 1738, John Wesley stated, “Neither had 1 the witness of the Spirit with 
my spirit, and indeed could not; for I sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law.” 101. 

^Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity, 268. 
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believer. God has continued to anoint men and women throughout the century to develop 


and cultivate a meaningful life with Him. 

Randy Maddox describes Wesley’s convictions about the life of an authentic 
Christian in the following manner. 

One of Wesley’s most fundamental convictions was that authentic Christian life 
flows out of love and that genuine human love can only exist in response to an 
awareness of God’s pardoning love to us. It is in Christ’s atoning work that the 
divine pardoning love is clearly revealed to humanity and it is through the witness 
of the Spirit that this love is ‘shed abroad in our hearts,’ empowering our loving 
response. 

In the statement above Maddox reiterates Wesley’s convictions that everything 
flows from the love of God through Jesus Christ redemptive work on the cross. This love 
transcends beyond the human capabilities of loving without any motivation other than the 
agape love that flows from God. It is through this aspect of love that the Christian body 
unites with Christ so that it will be a reflection of Jesus Christ compassion for humanity. 
This is the essence of what the Holy Spirit is trying to convey to the Christian church 
today to have the heart of God. Only the Holy Spirit can demonstrate and teach the 
Christian community what the heart of God is all about. There is nothing more sacred or 
beautiful than to embrace the heart of God for all humanity. Therefore, before moving on 
to the next section, it was imperative that the reader understands the importance and 
relevancy of the Holy Spirit. For you to grasp the importance of the Holy Spirit, you must 
have the heart of God, which truly embraces the movement of the Holy Spirit. The next 
section explores the Holy Spirit movement. 


“’Randy L. Maddox, Responsible Grace: John Wesley’s Practical Theology (Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon Press, 1994), 32. This is not a quote of John Wesley but a strong statement that Randy L. 
Maddox gleaned from his studies of the ministry of John Wesley. Love was the central theme throughout 
John Wesley’s ministry and theology. 
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The Pentecostal/ Charismatic Movement 

Section two provided a critical analysis of the Charismatic Movement and the 
effect that it had on the Christian community. It was in this section that the debate of 
sanctification was a major part in the Pentecostal/Charismatic movement. Lederle 
provided a framework for the close relationship between Pentecostalism and the 
Wesleyan Holiness Movement. 

Scholars have demonstrated convincingly that Pentecostalism had deep Wesleyan 
roots. Most of the earliest Pentecostal leaders came out of the Wesleyan - 
Holiness movement. The Wesleyan-holiness tradition underscores that believers 
experience sanctification instantaneously and that it fully restores the image of 
God in the believer. It is also called entire sanctification, perfect love or heart 
purity.'' 

Wesley’s appeal for sanctification was precisely what the eighteenth-century 
church desperately required because there was vast corruption in the church both in the 
laity and the clergy. It was during this period that Wesley had the courage to stand up and 
declare that both clergy and laity needed to be sanctified, which included a moral and 
spiritual awakening of the Holy Spirit. Wesley believed that pure love would be a 
demonstration that the Holy Spirit was operating in an individual’s life. He also thought 
that this power would challenge, encourage, convict and compel each to live a holy life. 
Holiness was at the heart of Wesley’s theology. Wesley, according to Lederle, honestly 
believed that to worship God, believers had to appreciate that he or she was worshipping 
a Holy God; therefore, each believer should live the life that was conducive to such a 
relationship. 


"Henry I. Lederle, Theology with Spirit: The Future of the Pentecostal & Charismatic Movements 
in the 2P‘ Century (Tulsa, OK: Word & Spirit Press, 2010), 50. 
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Lederle declared the rallying cry of the early Pentecostal movement was the 

Scripture that declared “Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Heb. 13:8) 

This affirmation implies that believers today could experience the power of the 
Holy Spirit just as it was manifest in the supernatural healing and exorcism of the 
New Testament. The church needs to rediscover openness, at least to the full 
range of charismatic manifestations described in Acts and the letters of Paul, 
including prophetic utterance with revelatory contents, divine healing, the 
enigmatic sign of glossolalia, and the interpretation of these same tongues. 

This is a precise statement that the Holy Spirit confirms that miraculous signs and 

wonders are the actual demonstrations of the power of Yahweh, which He has imparted 

to each believer through the Holy Spirit. It is imperative that each believer understands 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit. So that each one can operate according to the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit with genuine confidence and determination to perform the works that God 

has placed on each believer’s heart. Christians must have a heart and attitude that the 

power of Yahweh is genuine and real and that the world would want to surrender to Jesus 

Christ. This is what true surrendering is, to acknowledge Jesus Christ through the love of 

God and to walk in total obedience to the Holy Scriptures, but not just in words, but in 

the deeds. The Christian’s deeds are a reflection of the transforming power that is 

working on the inside; therefore, manifesting in his or her daily demeanor with all of 

God’s creation. 

Life magazine provided a description of the Pentecostal movement which stated: 

Recently Life magazine, in listing the top 100 events of the second millennium, 
put Pentecostalism at 68th. The Dictionary of Christianity in America says that 
Pentecostalism is perhaps ‘the single-most-significant development in twentieth- 
century Christianity. 

Though many consider the 1906 Azusa Street Revival as the birth of 
modern Pentecostalism, speaking in tongues took place at two earlier Holiness 


'^Lederle, Theology with Spirit, 8. 
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gatherings, one in Topeka, Kansas, in 1901, and another in Cherokee County, 
North Carolina, in 1896.^^ 

It is fascinating to see how Pentecostalism is moving and impacting the Christian 

community today. We can learn much from the Charismatic movement and embrace the 

new awakening of the Holy Spirit. The non-charismatic churches can discern the 

movement of the Holy Spirit in their worship services, and be less concerned with the 

structure of their denomination. The Holy Spirit is the catalyst that ushers believers into 

the presence of God. Therefore, the Holy Spirit must be free to move within the structure 

of each denomination. This type of freedom is available to every believer in his or her 

individual spiritual life, and that he or she understands the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Hence, 

when the believers come together to worship God, believers are more receptive to the 

movement of the Holy Spirit. He has moved, and guided each believer in his or her daily 

communion with Christ all week long. The Holy Spirit is knocking down barriers 

involving denominations and bringing His body together as one. It is through this oneness 

that believers are going to operate in the richness of the Holy Spirit in a way that glorifies 

God, and brings non-believers into the body of Christ. This is the healing power of the 

Holy Spirit. Given our lengthy discussion, further clarity was provided in the biblical 

definitions of charismatic, charismata and cessationism. 

The term ‘spiritual gifts’ represents the common rendering in English of the 
Greek neuter plural noun charismata, formed from charizesthai (to show favour, 
give freely), which is related to the noun charts (grace); they are the concrete 
expression of charts, grace coming to visible effect in word or deed. The plural 
form is used chiefly in a technical sense to denote the extraordinary gifts of the 


'^Mark Galli, “The Rise of Pentecostalism: Did You Know,” Christian History Magazine, Spring 


1998, 2. 
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Holy Spirit bestowed on Christians for special service, and in a few instances the 
singular form is similarly employed in a distributive or semi-collective sense. 

The charismatic gift of the Holy Spirit is for the edification of the Christian 

church today. On the day of Pentecost, the believers received the Holy Spirit with signs 

and wonders. These signs and wonders are the spiritual gifts of power to manifest God’s 

glory here on earth. Jon Mark Ruthven stated: 

The charismata are Christocentric: they are given by God through the exalted 
Christ Jesus, continuously to confirm the ‘testimony of Christ,’ until the Lord 
Jesus Christ is revealed, in the ‘day of the Lord Jesus Christ.’ The charismata are 
also ethical in that they are not granted to exalt the self-centered: they are God’s 
‘grace’ and ‘graces’ (not earned); they are given for relationship-directed to Christ 
‘while eagerly awaiting...and called into fellowship’ with God’s Son.^^ 

The above statement by Ruthven is one of the most distinct definitions of purpose 

for having miraculous signs and wonders activated in the church today. The whole 

objective of the spiritual gifts is to acknowledge the precious gift that God has bestowed 

upon every believer. It is a wonderful day when the body of Christ recognizes and 

appreciates what God has given to each one of His children. These gifts are the 

eschatological power that reminds the world that God is real, and the Kingdom of God is 

available to everyone. 

Cessationism doctrine is that the miraculous signs and wonders of the work of the 
“Holy Spirit ceased around the apostolic age has evolved over the long expanse of the 
church history.. .hence, the most prominent modem evangelical advocate for the position 
is Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield.”^^ It is amazing that someone of Warfield’s caliber 


'‘'W. G. Putman, New Bible Dictionary, 3'^'* ed., ed. D. R. W. Wood, I. H. Marshall, A. R. Millard, 
J. I. Packer, and D. J. Wiseman, s.v. “spiritual gifts” (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996), 1130. 

*^Jon Mark Ruthven, On the Cessation of the Charismata: The Protestant Polemic on Post- 
Biblical Miracles, rev. ed. (Tulsa, OK; Word & Spirit Press, 2011), 108-109. 

'^Ruthven, On the Cessation of the Charismata, 8. 
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would promote a stand that would remove the eschatological power of the Holy Spirit. It 


was apparent that the rationale for Warfield’s theological view was that the Holy Spirit 
has already established the church on the Day of Pentecost through signs and wonders, 
but the concern is that God is always present and working through the Christian Church 
with marvelous signs and wonders. The Scriptures are clear that these signs shall follow 
the believers and the church in the twenty-first century. The “Episcopal theologian 
Morton Kelsey calculated that a surprising 49 percent of the verses of the New Testament 
contain elements of the supernatural, such as healings, exorcisms, revelatory dreams, 
glossolalia, prophecy, and references of angels, spirits, etc.”'^ These are stunning 
statistics that support the view that the third Person of the Divine Trinity is essential in 
the twenty-first-century church. If Christianity has any hope of surviving to do the work 
that God has declared, then we must acknowledge and appreciate the work of the Holy 
Spirit. The Christian faith through the guidance and direction of the Holy Spirit prepares 
the church for the second coming of Jesus Christ. Only the Holy Spirit knows what is at 
the heart of the Father. Believers must tap into this source of information to know with 
clarity the things that the Father has for the church to do in the twenty-first-century. 

Charles Parham and William Joseph Seymour are two of the early voices of the 
Pentecostal/Charismatic movement. Charles Parham was “largely a self-taught 
evangelist, faith-healer, and arm-chair theologian, who formulated the doctrine of 
tongues as ‘initial evidence’ of Holy Spirit baptism that is the theological foundation of 
modern Pentecostalism.”^^ “William Joseph Seymour was, a largely self-taught, black 


'^Lederle, Theology with Spirit, 23-24. 

**Estrelda Y. Alexander, Black Fire: One Hundred Years of African American Pentecostalism 
(Downes Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2011), 17. 
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son of former slaves.Both of these men were from humble beginnings. It is evident 
that God is capable of using whomever He deems necessary to move the Christian 
faithful to the ultimate conclusion when Jesus Christ comes back for His church. It is 
fantastic that the Almighty God Yahweh desires to use the very humble to do marvelous 
work for the kingdom. 

In 1905, Parham opened a Bible school in Houston, where a black holiness 
preacher, William J. Seymour, profited from his teacher’s doctrine. William J. 
Seymour took the teaching he learned at Bible school to Los Angeles, and helped 
launch the Azusa Street Revival that swelled the following year, creating a revival 
in which speaking in tongues (glossolalia) was in abundance. 

It is during this time that Seymour received the training that he needed to compel the 

fresh anointing that God had placed on his life. It was during this same period that 

Seymour received the revelation from God, and He set him on a path that would electrify 

Christianity in a way that resembled the movement on the Day of Pentecost. 

The Azusa Street Revival movement propelled the charismatic movement 

forward. There were hunger and thirsting for the manifestation of all the spiritual gifts 

operating in the body of Christ. God provided a great awakening and appreciation for 

healing and deliverance within His church. It was a time when you saw evidence of 

God’s power. The people came from all over the world to experience this tremendous 

outpour of God’s Spirit, and consequently, they took it back to their communities, and it 

achieved the work of the Holy Spirit. The Azusa Street Revival regenerated and re ki ndled 

growth in the spiritual gifts while uplifting the body of Christ. The Azusa Street Revival 


'^Alexander, Black Fire, 18. 

^"Kenneth J. Collins, The Theology of John Wesley: Holy Love and the Shape of Grace (Nashville, 
TN; Abingdon Press, 2007), 149. 
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created an awareness within the Christian community that had not been seen since the 
Day of Pentecost. The liberating power of God moved throughout the world. People were 
receiving salvation, healing, and deliverance that sparked a spreading of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

Estrelda Y. Alexander stated. 

In 1914, the majority of the white ministers in the biracial Church of God in 
Christ (COGIC) voted to form the separate fellowship that became the 
Assemblies of God. White historians insist that the separation was amicable, and 
the COGIC founder of Charles Harris Mason continue collegial relationships with 
the new body. Indeed, a few African-Americans were part of the new body. Yet 
the split from the (COGIC) was largely along racial lines, stemming primarily 
from the reluctance of some whites to serve under a black leader. Interestingly, of 
the major Pentecostal body in the United States, the Assemblies of God has 
remained the most racially segregated, with less than 2 percent of its constituency 
being African-American.^^ 

There are times when the truth must prevail, and even when it is awkward or 
uncomfortable to discuss we must continue the dialog so that the healing process can 
begin. The most segregated time in America is Sunday morning at a worship service. The 
prayer is that Christian churches will begin addressing ways of manifesting God’s healing 
power to touch the lives of all people regardless of their race, sex or gender. Therefore, 
we must come to the realization that there is one God, and we must all worship Him in 
truth and love. The biblical Scriptures direct us to love one another, which is the mandate 
from God to love honestly and serve each other regardless of the leader’s ethnicity or 
race. 


There is a statement that Kenneth J Collins spoke about when he was addressing 
the eighteenth-century Methodism and the modem Pentecostal movement that some 


^'Alexander, Black Fire, 20-21. 
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viewed as disruptive. Collins said, “that they challenged the power that be, breaking up 
the soil, slow to speak, to make way for new life and genuine liberation, the life of a heart 
set free by the grace of the Spirit and deeply healing, satisfying love.”^^ It is the goal and 
prayer that there must be a genuine liberation in Christianity that reflects the inner 
workings of the Holy Spirit. 

As a result of this freedom, we will recognize our brothers and sisters in the Spirit 
of God as equals. An impressive example of this assumption can be found in the writings 
of Cecil M. Robeck, Jr. The early Pentecostals of the twentieth century was powerless in 
society point-of-view, but not when it came to ensure that they were seeking Jesus Christ 
and not the manifestation of signs and wonders. The disenfranchised understand their 
vulnerability and their need for God. Where people of privilege sometime believe that 
their success or achievement is accomplished by their abilities; therefore, have no need 
for God and His miracles. Robeck uses the term powerless to describe people in the 
lower social, economic classes. Their powerlessness according to Robeck led to them 
seeking the power of God. He stated. 

The earliest Pentecostals in this century were relatively powerless people. Cut off 
from the social, economic, political, cultural, and religious power structures 
around them, Pentecostals turned more intentionally to God. As they did, they 
experienced God in dynamic ways, and they sought to be full participants in the 
power of God. That was good, but it was also troubling to the watchful eye of 
William J. Seymour, pastor of the Azusa Street Mission. Keep your eyes on Jesus, 
he warned his readers, not on the manifestations.^^ 


^^Collins, The Theology of John Wesley, 153. 

^^CecilM. Robeck, “Signs, Wonders, Warfare, and Witness,” Pneuma 13, no. 1 (Spring 1991): 1- 
5, accessed May 19, 2015, ATLA Religion Database with ATLA Serials, EBSCOhost. 
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In the Robeck quote, William J. Seymour was giving an admonition to the 
Assembly of God, and the Azusa Street Mission is urging a focus upon Jesus Christ, not 
the manifestations. One of the areas of concern with the Pentecostal movement was that 
the focus could quickly shift from having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ to the 
manifestations of signs and wonders. The shift away from Jesus was not the teaching of 
Seymour and led to a focus on the sin/inherited depravity and demonic forces within 
society. Signs and wonders are the gifts of the Holy Spirit, but it is the Person of the 
Trinity we are pursuing. Is it the gift that we appreciate or the gift giver? It is imperative 
that we address a balance in the Pentecostal movement. Specifically, it is the Holy Spirit 
that must be the main focal point of having a deeper and richer spiritual encounter with 
the Almighty God. 


Neo-Pentecostal Movement 

Neo-Pentecostalism was defined for this section as those persons and 
congregations who have embraced Pentecostal worship styles while remaining in their 
denominational structure within historically mainline denominations. “Some of these 
denominations are the African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Baptist, Disciples of Christ, 
and United Church of Christ. The Pentecostal/Charismatic movement “emergence in 
mainstream circles positioned it to take off in ways that neither mainstream Christians 
nor Pentecostal believers themselves could have imagined, growing exponentially 
through two related, and often indistinguishable, movements: charismatic Christianity 


^''Alexander, Black Fire, 355. 
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and neo-Pentecostalism.”^^ The Charismatic movement is now embracing every aspect of 
human society, not just the working-class Americans. “Yet a closer look reveals 
important differences in their historic antecedents, doctrinal emphases, ecclesiology, 
theological and practical understanding, and social content”^^ of the movement. The 
miraculous signs and wonders are being embraced and demonstrated throughout every 
denomination operating under Ecumenical brotherly/sisterly love. 

DuPree is descriptive of “The Charismatic movement of the 1960’s was based on 
the acceptance of the Pentecostal experiences within already well-established churches. 
These churches set up Pentecostal wings to keep larger numbers of members from joining 
the Pentecostal church.”^^ The neo-Pentecostal churches realized the new style of 
worshiping God by including guitars, tambourines, and dancing in the spirit allowed their 
members freedoms in the Holy Spirit that created a new awareness in the church. The 
neo-Pentecostal churches valued the importance of the gifts of the Spirit, and some 
churches members spoke in tongues is unclear whether or not the leaders of these 
denominations were making concessions to maintain their membership or feeling the 
movement of the Holy Spirit? It is conceivable that there was a spiritual awareness 
moving into the mainline denominations that were manifested by evidence of the Holy 
Spirit. It is the agape love of God to be inclusive and to pour His Spirit on everyone. 


Alexander, Black Fire, 343. 

Alexander, Black Fire, 343. 

^’Sherry Sherrod DuPree, “In the Sanctified Holiness Pentecostal Charismatic Movement,” 
Pneuma 23, no. 1 (Spring 2001): 97-114, accessed May 19, 2015, ATLA Religion Database with ATLA 
Serials, EBSCOhost. 
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Steven Jack Land stated, “Pentecostal Spirituality sprang forth in North America 


from eighteenth century Wesleyan and nineteenth-century holiness roots.Some 
historical scholars would disagree with this statement, but this statement is true based on 
an analysis of the Pentecostal movement. Wesley’s whole premise was that Christians 
should live more holy and sanctified lives worthy to be called children of God. 

Alexander describes Retired Bishop John Bryant’s growing interest in the neo- 
Pentecostal experience: 

The experience led him to believe that was a ‘realm of the Spirit’ that ‘could not 
be explained away’; it also led him to reexamine Christian Scripture’s teaching 
about the spiritual dimension, which had been largely overlooked within his own 
African Methodist Episcopal tradition. This search brought Bryant to the 
conviction that ‘in Jesus Christ everything the Bible said could be accomplished,’ 
and the Holy Spirit is ‘the power base of Christian theology.. .who can liberate 
and empower?’ On returning to the States and entering the pastorate, Bryant, 
considered the father of African American neo-Pentecostalism, sought to 
incorporate this spiritual realm into his own ministry within the most 
conspicuously Afrocentric denomination in America. 

Retired Bishop John Richard Bryant is a spiritual man, who believes in the 

fullness of the Holy Spirit. Retired Bishop Bryant stated in his book God Can! Sermons 

of Encouragement from the Life of Elijah: 

After the Lord lights your fire, you ought to make some response. When He lights 
your fire, does the miraculous, heals your body, protects your sanity, forgives 
your sins, saves your marriage, helps you raise your children, gives you a 
promotion on that job, delivers you from the clutch of the enemy, liberates you 
from low self-esteem, puts joy back in your life, and puts food on your table-you 
ought to do something about it.^*’ 


^^Steven Jack Land, Pentecostal Spirituality: A Passion for the Kingdom (Cleveland, TN: CPT 
Press, 2010), 3-4. 

Alexander, Black Fire, 360. 

^*’John R. Bryant, God Can! Sermons of Encouragement from the Life of Elijah (Keene, TX: 
Helping Hands Press, 1998), 69. 
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This is the heart of Retired Bishop Bryant, and he was elected and consecrated 
Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church (AMEC) in 1988. Bishop Bryant was 
the senior Bishop of the AMEC until July 2016 when he retired at the General 
Conference. He last served the Eourth Episcopal District before retiring. Before serving 
in the Eourth Episcopal District, he was Bishop of the Eifth Episcopal District. Bishop 
always strives to share the importance of having a personal spiritual relationship with 
God. It is this awakening of the personal spiritual relationship that signals a spiritual 
awakening that is needed throughout the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Realizing 
that we need the Holy Spirit activated and engaged with all the miraculous signs and 
wonders operating in the local churches throughout all twenty Episcopal Districts. 

Both Retired Bishop Bryant and John Wesley have exemplified a “zeal for 
holiness that became a burning desire to revitalize the church and to build a model 
Christian community.”^^ It is this passion for righteousness and the miraculous signs and 
wonders of the Holy Spirit that will propel Christianity to its highest heights for the next 
movement of the Holy Spirit. John Wesley taught the importance of the Holy Spirit even 
at times using Pentecostal terminology. Maddox stated that Wesley believed, “the gifts 
are extraordinary because-as a group-they have not been present through the history of 
the Church, having ended with the apostolic age (or so Wesley and most in his day 
believed).It appears that Maddox misunderstood John Wesley's theological foundation 


^'Howard A. Snyder, Signs of the Spirit: How God Reshapes the Church (Eugene, OR; Wipf and 
Stock Publishers, 1997), 196. 


^^Maddox, Responsible Grace, 134. 
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of the Holy Spirit. In John Wesley’s 89 Sermon entitled “The More Excellent Way” in it 


he stated, 

It does not appear that these extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were common 
in the Church for more than two or three centuries. We seldom hear of them after 
that fatal period when Emperor Constantine called himself a Christian; and, form 
a vain imagination of promoting the Christian cause thereby, heaped riches and 
power and honour upon the Christians in general, but in particular upon the 
Christian Clergy. Erom this time, they almost totally ceased; very few instances of 
the kind were found. The real cause was, ‘the love of many,’ almost of all 
Christians, so called, was ‘waxed cold.’ The Christians had no more of the Spirit 
of Christ than the other Heathens. 

Wesley was misunderstood concerning the miraculous signs and wonders that the 
Holy Spirit conveys on the believers. Wesley’s practical theological foundation is based 
on the Holy Spirit, and the fruit of the Spirit more than anything else. John Wesley’s 
Sermon IV titled Scriptural Christianity dated August 24, 1744, in it he stated, “Without 
busying ourselves, then, in curious, needless inquiries, touching those extraordinary gifts 
of the Spirit, let us take a nearer view of these his ordinary fruits which we are assured 
will remain throughout all ages.”^^^ He just did not emphasize the manifestation of the 
extraordinary gifts as much as the fruit of Spirit. It is the fruit of the Spirit that the inner 
workings of the Holy Spirit are manifest in the Christian behavior. The Holy Spirit 


^^John Wesley, The Works of John Wesley: Third Edition Complete and Unabridged, vols. 7 and 8 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2007), 26-27. St. Paul has been speaking of the extraordinary gifts of the 
Holy Ghost; such as healing the sick; prophesying, in the proper sense of the word, that is, foretelling 
things to come; speaking with strange tongues, such as the speaker had never learned; and the miraculous 
interpretation of tongues. The Son of Man, when he eame to examine his Chureh, eould hardly “find faith 
upon earth.” This was the real eause why the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were no longer to be 
found in the Christian Church; because the Christians were turned heathens again, and had only a dead 
form left. 

^“’John Wesley, The Works of John Wesley: Third Edition Complete and Unabridged, vols. 5 and 
6, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2007), 38. In Sermon IV, Wesley states over again the “filled with the 
Holy Ghost, as to enjoy in our hearts, and show forth in our lives, the genuine fruits of the Spirit,” 48. In 
Sermon VIII he states “Being filled with faith and with Holy Ghost, they possess in their words and 
actions, the genuine fruits of the Spirit of God, namely, love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, fidelity, meekness, temperanee, and what so ever else is lovely or praiseworthy,” 89. 
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transforms Christians from the inside and is revealed by the nine fruits of the Spirit. 
Holiness was essential to Wesley’s theology, and the demonstration of the charismatic 
signs and wonders of the Holy Spirit are crucial to Christianity today. 

The best definition that describes the power of the Holy Spirit as He leads and 
guides all Christians into the particular assignment that God has imparted to each believer 
has been provided by R. T. Kendall. He stated, “the anointing is the power of the Holy 
Spirit. At the end of the day, there is no better definition.”^^ Roy B. Zuck provides further 
clarity by saying, “Wesley taught the necessity of the Spirit for holy living and guidance 
into all truth.”^^ Wesley had a heart for the Holy Spirit throughout his writings, sermons, 
and teaching as the power that the Holy Spirit has to transcend Christianity and theology. 
It is apparent that it is the Holy Spirit that propelled Jesus into His earthly ministry with 
the power of signs and wonders; therefore, it is the same anointing that is essential for 
today’s ministry. 

Loren stated, 

Our challenge and responsibility are not to move in power, but to move in the 
presence of God.. .to walk in intimate relationship with the one who releases 
anointing through us. We become like the one we behold and worship. By seeking 
to draw closer to the God of power, we become increasingly more like Him. The 
marks of power that come from God are also a reflection of His nature. The more 
we seek the God of authentic power, the purer His anointing will flow through 


T. Kendall, The Anointing: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, 1999), 3. 

^®Roy B. Zuck, Spirit-Filled Teaching: The Power of the Holy Spirit in Your Ministry (Nashville, 
TN: Word Publishing, 1998), 150. 

^Tuha Loren, Bill Johnson and Mahesh Chavda, Shifting Shadows of Supernatural Power 
(Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2006), 41. 
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As this section ends with the statement requesting the authentic power that flows 
from God through the Holy Spirit. It is apparent that the power that believers desire 
comes from having a close relationship with the Creator. God wants a personal 
relationship with each one of His children. It is a unique opportunity that some did, but 
most did not in the Old Testament have a one-on-one relationship with the Almighty 
God. 

Healing Ministry 

The final section of the historical foundation chapter addressed healing from the 
perspective of theologians and practitioners such as philosopher Francis MacNutt, 
Granville Oral Roberts, Kathryn Kuhlman, and T. L. Osborn. Morton Kelsey describes 
healing as: 

Considered one of the evidence that spiritual, creative powers were working 
through human beings. Some theologians accept Plato’s basic thinking on the 
subject. Plato’s thought is indeed quite in line with much of modern science.. .one 
psychiatrist who reads the manuscript remarked that it might well serve as a 
historical introduction to the study of psychosomatic medicine.^* 

Kelsey is describing miracles that occurred by writers such as Sozomen, Socrates, 
Theodoret, and Eusebius, who was the bishop of Caesarea and the church historian, he 
had experienced healing in a broad spectrum from common headaches to reviving a half 
dead man. Yes, there are healings that are taking place because someone believes in the 
power of prayer. Every sector of society can attest to the fact that someone has been 
healed from the smallest fraction of a life-threatening disease. 

Granville Oral Roberts is one of the most recognized 


^^Morton Kelsey, Healing and Christianity (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg, 1995), 128. 
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healing evangelist and television preacher, was a central figure in an extraordinary 
Pentecostal/charismatic revival that reshaped the demography of Protestantism in 
the second half of the twentieth century. In 1947 he launched an independent 
healing ministry that made him a worldwide celebrity within a decade, and in the 
1950s and 1960s he pioneered new techniques in the use of television that once 
again greatly expanded his influence. Both through his television programmers 
and through Oral Roberts University, which opened in 1965, Roberts facilitated 
the spread of the Pentecostal understanding of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and 
divine healing into mainstream Protestant churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church.^^ 

Roberts and Billy Graham are well known evangelist throughout the world. 

Robert and Graham has expanded the gospel around the world without a scandal. Roberts 
is committed to teaching the importance of the Holy Spirit with signs and wonders. He is 
a Methodist preacher and filled with the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in 
tongues. Robert has expanded his ministry beyond preaching the gospel, and in 1965 he 
established Oral Roberts University. The university offers nursing, science, engineering 
and Theology and Ministry to name a few. The university is developing men and women 
to impact the world for Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 

Here is another person in the charismatic movement, Kathryn Kuhlman. Kuhlman 
was an ecumenical leader in her approach to Christianity and the supernatural healing 
power of the Holy Spirit. Warner describes Kuhlman’s role in ministry as: “Through her 
role as a sort of goodwill ambassador, Kuhlman influenced mainstream Protestant and 
Catholic churches with elements of Pentecostalism-emphasizing the ministry of the Holy 


E. Harrell, Jr., Roberts, Granville Oral. In T. Larsen, D. W. Bebbington, M. A. Noll, & S. 
Carter (Eds.), Biographical Dictionary of Evangelicals (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IE; 
InterVarsity Press, 2003), 556. 1968 Roberts made a series of high-risk decisions that shocked many of his 
closest advisors. Eirst, he stopped holding crusades and discontinued his television programme. Then he 
resigned his ordination in the Pentecostal Holiness Church to become a Methodist minister and a member 
of the prestigious Boston Avenue Methodist Church in Tulsa. Roberts insisted that he had changed none of 
his convictions, but he believed that there was a new openness in the Methodist Church to the charismatic 
message.^® 
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Spirit when she urged people to return to their ehurehes to spread a revival flame.Her 
ministry was inclusive, embracing everyone from the marginalized to the elite. Everyone 
was welcome; they prayed for each other and demonstrated the fundamental concepts of 
Christianity. Specifically, everyone is welcome at Jesus’ table. Kuhlman had a heart for 
God’s people and cared about their spiritual life more than them joining her ministry. 
What a blessing that she had a servant’s heart and more leaders today should emulate her 
love for the body of Christ. Kuhlman’s message was about equipping the body of Christ 
to fulfill the mandates of the Great Commission. Kuhlman believed in signs and wonders, 
and she wrote. 

My faith in the power of God is the same as that exercised by any physician or 
surgeon when he believes in the healing and the curing of his patient. He waits for 
nature (God) to heal gradually, while I believe that God has the ability to heal, not 
only through a gradual process, but should He so will; His is the ability and the 
power to heal instantly. He is Omnipotent, Omnipresent, and Omniscient: 
therefore, He is not limited by time nor is He limited by man’s ideologies, 
theologies, and preconceived ideas.'*^ 

Kathryn Kuhlman performed many miracles throughout her ministry and the 
world. This woman of God exuberated the power of God to touch the heart of the people 
and she believed God for the miracle to heal. God is not only healing the physical parts of 
our bodies, but He is also healing the spiritual portions also. Healing can come in the 
physical and/or the spiritual realm. This provides inner healing for the masses. 


‘^'’Wayne E. Warner, “At the Grass-Roots: Kathryn Kuhlman’s Pentecostal-Charismatic Influence 
on Historic Mainstream Churches,” Pneuma 17, No. 1 (Spring 1995); 51-65, accessed May 26, 2015, ATLA 
Religion Database with ATLA Serials, EBSCOhost. 

"^'Kathryn Kuhlman, I Believe in Miracles (Old Tappan, NJ: Spire Books, 1962), 15. If you believe 
that I think it is a sin to go to a doctor, to take medicine, to have surgery when needed; you do me a great 
injustice! 
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The inner healing is essential to the ministry of supernatural healing as discussed 
by Francis MacNutt and Agnes Sanford. MacNutt saw “the importance of medicine 
professionals such as doctors, psychiatrists, counselors, and nurses to facilitating the 
natural healing process.Evidence supports the conclusion of MacNutt in his analysis 
that healing can also come from the medical profession because God is not limited to 
prayers alone, and doctors may use the medicine and spiritual healers. God can utilize 
any person or professional field to demonstrate His marvelous works. The Christian 
community is in a serious need of inner healing, and the healing process is essential to the 
significant growth of the church as a whole. There are persons in the congregations that 
are deeply wounded by childhood experiences and life cycle issues, and we depend on 
the Holy Spirit of God to minister to these individuals with deep psychological concern. 
There are still people that associate a stigma about seeking the assistance of professionals 
for psychological, mental, emotional, spiritual and physiological disorders. God uses all 
these resources to provide supernatural healing processes that are at the disposal of the 
Holy Spirit. 

There are steps in the healing and praying process. Dr. MacNutt stated. 

The first step is always to listen in order to find out what to pray for. Just as the 
first step for a doctor, when he meets a patient, is to find out what to treat, so we 
must find out what we are meant to pray for. A doctor is looking for the right 
diagnosis. In prayer for healing, we are looking for the right discernment, which is 
the same thing as a right diagnosis in the realm of prayer. 


"^^Francis MacNutt, Healing: Revised and Expanded-The Bestselling Classic (Notre Dame, IN: 
Ava Maria Press, 1999), 131. 


■^^MacNutt, Healing, 157. 
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The above statement may appear very elementary, but it is critical to the authentic 


prayer ministry because we truly depend on the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Through the 
spiritual gift of discernment, the Holy Spirit can guide one to the underlying problem or 
element. The healing ministry is not some routine magic show with some tricks; it is truly 
the divine gift from God Almighty to provide release and deliverance for His people. 
Therefore, the Christian community has to take this ministry seriously and seek God thus 
ensuring that everyone hears the message that He is sending to a particular person that 
you are praying for. God’s aspiration is that His children come to wholeness through His 
Holy Spirit for the abundant life that He promised in Scripture. 

Bennett stated. 

The gifts of power are healing, miracles, and faith. They are the continuation of 
Jesus’ compassionate ministry to those in need. Most everyone is interested in the 
gifts of healing since the need is so widespread. This is one of the most obvious 
beneficial gifts to man in this life. It is the most widely accepted of the nine gifts 
of the Holy Spirit in Christendom today. The Lord Jesus brought this gift into 
prominence in that ninety percent of His recorded ministry on earth was spent 
healing the sick. His first instruction to His disciples was: “Heal the sick!” (Matt. 
10 : 8 )^^ 

The above statement is at the very heart of what the healing ministry is all about, 
and it is the mandate of Jesus Christ. It is every believer’s responsibility to serve as the 
intercessor and fervently pray for the sick. T. L. Osborn had a powerful healing ministry. 
Osborn described an event in India, 

How thankful we are to have come again to India. There were at least twenty 
blind people healed tonight. Fourteen years ago we left India because we were 
incapable of convincing the Hindus and Muslims.. .Now we have come in the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and God is confirming His gospel with mighty signs 
and wonders. 


‘^‘'Dennis Bennett and Rita Bennett, The Holy Spirit and You: A Study Guide to the Spirit-Filled 
Life (North Brunswick, NJ; Bridge-Logos Publishers, 1998), 113. 

L. Osborn, Biblical Healing (Tulsa, OK; Harrison House, 2004), 290-291. 



77 


There are times when we have to persevere in our faith and believe that God can 
heal and continue to step out in faith and believe Him. It is not always easy, but 
Christians walk by faith and not by sight, and that is what Osborn demonstrated as he 
kept the faith. 

Conclusion 

The purpose of this historical foundation chapter was to assess the feasibility of 
creating a healing ministry in the twenty-first century. As a result of evaluating the 
historical evidence of the Pentecostal/Charismatic movement, it was apparent that this is 
the appropriate program for the church today. The church is losing members because 
people are not receiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit. People come to church broken, 
sick both physically and spiritually, and they are leaving the same way that they entered. 
This is not the desire of the Holy Spirit. He came to guide us to truth and give us the 
power to fulfill the mandate of Jesus Christ. The mandate is to set the captives free 
physically, emotionally and spiritually. 

The first question asked, “Is it possible that the heart for the charismatic signs and 
wonders will be operating in Christianity today?” Historical evidence indicates that it is a 
possibility. The churches are starting to ask questions regarding healing and how to pray 
efficiently through the Holy Spirit. Retired Bishop Bryant says, “I submit to you that 
there is hardly anyone who does not desire the confidence, the security, the comfort, the 
assurance, the boldness, and the authority that comes when you know there is someone or 
something that will back you up.”"^^ This is the boldness, that every Christian believer 
needs to speak truth to power and declare that he or she will operate in the gifts of the 

“^^Bryant, God Can, 21. 
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Holy Spirit. Elijah spoke truth to power, and God backed him up with His power. The 
Christian community needs to start operating in the generous gifts of the Holy Spirit and 
speaking the truth as the Holy Spirit leads them. When the full gifts are functioning in the 
local churches, then the churches will be fulfilling their mandates from Jesus Christ to 
heal the sick, if the congregations have a willingness to pray for each other. The desire to 
pray for each other is an awareness of the movement of the Holy Spirit in the local 
churches. Everyone is capable of praying, and it is not just the pastor’s responsibility to 
pray for the sick. It is a significant achievement that the Holy Spirit is transforming stony 
hearts into hearts that are pliable. 

The second question asked was whether or not the Pentecostal/Charismatic 
movement is something that would be acceptable in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church? It appears that the gifts of the Spirit are acceptable in the church but under the 
title of Neo-Pentecostal. The AME Church believes in the circulation of the Holy Spirit 
and not as accepting to the supernatural sign and wonders. Therefore, a few churches are 
operating in the gifts of the Spirit, but the majority remain faithful to the 
misunderstanding of Wesleyan’s Theology. Wesley wrote in his journal on Thursday, 
December 18, 1735, 

One who was big with child, in a high fever, and almost wasted away with a 
violent cough, desired to receive the holy communion before she died. At the hour 
of her receiving she began to recover, and in a few days was entirely out of 
danger."^^ 

His journal entry on December 18, 1735, was a powerful testimony of the healing 
power of holy communion. The healing ministry of John Wesley is not discussed or 
taught as much as his teachings on the fruit of the Spirit and the power of God’s love and 

“^Wesley, The Works of John Wesley: Journals vols. 1-2, 20. 




79 

justice. Some of the bishops in the AME church are reluctant to change, but the Holy 
Spirit is raising up a new group of clergy and laity with a heart for the full manifestation 
of God’s glory. These are exciting times in the life of the AME church. Moving forward 
with the transformational project of the healing ministry is the focus of the Holy Spirit. 

The third question was whether or not there is adequate time to complete the tasks 
of training a church that is reluctant to the movement of the Holy Spirit. The concern was 
that the project was too broad. No, the concept was not too broad and the church was 
open to having an encounter with the Holy Spirit. The other dilemma is that the pastoral 
appointments are good for one year and the pastor may be moved to another church. This 
was not a problem and the project was implemented, training conducted, data collected, 
analyzed and the final examination completed by the pastor of Union Bethel AME 
Church. 



CHAPTER FOUR 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS I 


This theological chapter explored Trinitarian theology, which is monotheistic, 
meaning there is one God and Godhead, however, the theology of the trinity is also based 
on the oneness of God manifested through the three beings of God the Father, God the 
Son and God the Holy Spirit. This chapter included an analysis of the nature of the trinity 
and the vital functions of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers. Included in this study 
was an exploration of the relationship among the members of the Trinity, and their 
connections. The investigation of several questions informed this research, that the 
definition of pneumatology and how the Holy Spirit’s relationship with the trinity was a 
reflection on how the church should interact with the fullness of the Godhead. 

The information illustrated that the theological foundation chapters was to serve 
as a basis for the understanding of the power of the Holy Spirit and its application 
through praying for the sick with signs and wonders. The training illustrated that the Holy 
Spirit breathed life into the participants and compeled them to act with compassion for 
the sick and underprivileged. The chapter addressed the theological relevance and effect 
of prayers, specifically praying for the sick, as well as other spiritual disciplines and 
discipleship. Further, this discussion included how God is raising up people to address 
corruption in the body of Christ and refocusing on the global church. The word “church” 
in this theological section refers to believers because it is believers who make up the 
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global church of Jesus Christ. The church is the body of believers that Jesus Christ died 
for and empowered to live a holy and Godly life. 

First, the theological theme of praying for the sick in the twenty-first-century 
church was examined in light of the questions of whether the leadership of the church has 
become like the Pharisees. Specifically, are the current leaders more concerned with their 
benefits, wealth, and lifestyle than with the substance of a Godly life? Is the church 
primarily interested in entertainment and emotionalism? It is a requirement of the Holy 
Spirit to lead and guide all believers into all truth. However, has the church moved its 
focus from miraculous signs and wonders, praying for the sick, spiritual disciplines, 
evangelism, and discipleship to materialistic concerns of the world? 

The next section addressed the power of signs and wonders as a part of the work 
of the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ told John the Baptist’s disciples in Matthew 11:4-5 to “Go 
and tell John the things which you hear and see. The blind see and the lame walk; the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them.” Later, in response to the unbelieving Jews in John 10:37-38, He said, 
“If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do, though you do not 
believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, 
and I in Him.” Therefore, if Jesus Christ utilized miracles with signs and wonders to 
glorify God and spark faith in people to believe in the Good News, then believers should 
subscribe to that same premise and allow the Holy Spirit to lead and guide them in 
miracles and glorifying God. 

The third section addressed the theological relevance of praying for the sick, as 
well as spiritual disciplines and discipleship. The analysis provided clarification needed 
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to determine that it is feasible to utilize this project for developing a Prayer Ministry at 
Union Bethel AME Church. It was important that this project was relevant enough to 
persuade the congregation that praying for the sick is at the heart of God the Father. The 
answer was positive for the congregation and this project changed attitudes and beliefs 
for the glory of God. 

The final section addressed the power of prayer. The religious and historical 
teachings of John Wesley and Randy Clark influence the research and analysis. John 
Wesley was concerned with holiness and having a deeper relationship with God, while 
the teachings of Randy Clark focused on the miraculous signs and wonders of the Holy 
Spirit operating as Jesus intended in the global church. The compassion of these two men 
would challenge the leadership of the religious authorities to take an accurate assessment 
of the spiritual wellbeing of the people. Each of them established and maintained a bold 
stand for the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and they both allowed the Holy Spirit to transform 
them. 

Overall, this theological foundation chapter one was designed to challenge all 
believers to follow the promises of Jesus Christ as outlined in John 14:12, which states, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; 
and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father” and in Mark 16:17- 
18, which states, “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will 
cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they 
drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and 
they will recover.” These signs follow believers, ensuring that healing occurs. The Holy 
Spirit transforms the hearts of believers and instills empathy, and they are subsequently 
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motivated to pray for the sick. The emphasizes was that these actions result in a new 
awakening of the Holy Spirit because of the believers’ faithfulness, and through this 
process, God will be glorified. 


Trinity 

The theme for this theological foundation section was based on God’s healing 
virtues through the work of the Holy Spirit with signs and wonders. The scriptural 
passages that serve as the keystones for integrating the motif of God’s healing virtues 
include Ezekiel 47:7-9 and 12: 

When I returned, there, along the bank of the river, were very many trees on one 
side and the other. Then he said to me: ‘This water flows toward the eastern 
region, goes down into the valley, and enters the sea. When it reaches the sea, its 
waters are healed. And it shall be that every living thing that moves, wherever the 
rivers go, will live. There will be a very great multitude of fish, because these 
waters go there; for they will be healed, and everything will live wherever the 
river goes. Along the bank of the river, on this side and that will grow all kinds of 
trees used for food; their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not fail. They 
will bear fruit every month because their water flows from the sanctuary. Their 
fruit will be for food, and their leaves for medicine.’ 

and Revelation 22:1-4, 

And He showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side 
of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its 
fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And 
there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, 
and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His name shall be 
on their foreheads. 

The Trinitarian theory is of primary relevance to theology in that it pertains to the 
Godhead. Lurther, the Scriptures being reviewed exemplify the Trinitarian theology and 


form the foundation for believing in one God manifested in three distinct persons. 
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As stated in Genesis 1:2, the Godhead was present before the beginning of time, 

and “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. 

And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” Scripture described that 

God the Father and God the Sprit were present. Further, in Genesis 1: 26-27, it states that. 

Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth. ’ 

So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male 
and female He created them. 

Thus, this passage of Scripture established God the Father and God the Son and described 

that humans are created in their image. 

In the New Testament, we find in Matthew 3:16-17 that. 

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from 
heaven, saying, ‘This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ 

This Scripture illustrates that God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit were 

present at the baptism of Jesus. John the Baptist heard the voice of God the Father, the 

physical body of God the Son was present in the form of Jesus, and God the Holy Spirit 

was present as He descended from heaven in the shape of a dove. 

God the Father is the creator of everything, which means that God the Father was 

present before anything was created. He is the great creator illustrated in Genesis 1:1 as 

follows, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” God the Son is the 

perfect lamb who redeemed humankind and brought them back in alignment with God 

the Father. These Scriptures confirm that Jesus is the perfect lamb who takes away the 

sins of the world, stating, “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” (John 1:29) “But with 
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the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” (1 Pete 

1:19) Further, God the Son is the Redeemer who purchased salvation for all of humanity, 

and He is the catalyst between the human race and God the Father. 

God the Holy Spirit is the empowering agent that enables Christians to live out 

the tasks that God the Father has assigned for each of us who believe in the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit enables Christians to live a holy life, as stated in Luke 24: 

49: “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem 

until you are endued with power from on high” and Luke 11:13 “If you then, being evil, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will you heavenly Father 

give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” In Second Corinthians 5:5 says “God 

himself has prepared us for this, and as a guarantee he has given us his Holy Spirit” 

(NLT) and Ephesians 1:13-14 says “And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the 

Good News that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as 

his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago.” (NLT) The Spirit is 

God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he promised and that he has 

purchased us to be his own people, He did this so we would praise and glorify him.” 

(NLT) Further, in Joel 2:28-29 we find the promises as stated. 

And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Sprit on all flesh; 
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. Your old men shall dream dreams. 
Your young men shall see visions. And also on My menservants and on My 
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 

Again, these powerful Scriptures serve as the foundation for the belief in the Trinitarian 

theology. Jurgen Moltmann describes the definition of the Trinity as follows. 

The Father, Son, and Spirit do not only combine or work together according to a 
single pattern. In the sending, in the surrender and in the resurrection, the Father 
is the actor, the Son the receiver, and the Spirit the means through which the 
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Father acts on his Son and the Son receives the Father. In the lordship of the Son 
and the diffusion of the creative Spirit, the Son together with the Father are the 
actors. The Spirit takes his sending from the Son, just as he takes his issue from 
the Father. In eschatology, finally, the Son is the actor: he transfers the kingdom 
to the Father; he subjects himself to the Father. But in eschatology, the Holy Spirit 
is the actor equally: he glorifies the Father through the praise of all created beings 
who have been liberated by Christ’s rule. The Father is the One, who receives. He 
receives his kingdom from the Son; he receives his glory from the Spirit.^ 

Reading this text leads to a further grasp of the completeness of the Godhead and 

the significance of the Holy Spirit. The interaction of the Holy Spirit and the human race 

are substantive in God’s healing process, and the healing process is not created or 

generated by man; it is created through the leadership and guidance of the supernatural 

power of the Holy Spirit. The richness of the Holy Spirit is further demonstrated in John 

16:13-15, 

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come. He will guide you into all truth; 
for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; 
and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what 
is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore, I 
said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. 

It is impossible for humans to comprehend the things of the spiritual world. Paul 
told readers in First Corinthians 2:14, “But the natural man does not receive the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.” Human beings do not have the capability to foretell the things of 
the spiritual world without the movement and guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is essential 
that the Holy Spirit lead Christians, particularly when dealing with healing and 
deliverance. 


'Jiirgen Moltmann, The Trinity and the Kingdom: The Doctrine of God (Minneapolis, MN: 
Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1993), 94. 
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The Study of Pneumatology 

Pneumatology is the study of the Holy Spirit. An in-depth review of 

pneumatology expanded and framed the theology in regard to this project. Jurgen 

Moltmann expresses the importance of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, stating, 

The resurrection of the crucified Jesus precedes the general outpouring of the 
Spirit. On this date, the eschatological era begins. According to Luke, the 
Pentecostal event (Act 2) fulfills the Joel promise in salvation history. Paul 
expounded this in a detailed Christological interpretation. Jesus was raised 
‘through the Spirit’ (Rom 8:11). The Spirit is the divine power that gives life to 
the dead (1 Cor. 6:14). He is the divine energy of the new creation. If Jesus is 
raised through the Spirit, then he is obviously raised in the Spirit. As the second 
Adam, the risen One becomes the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45). This makes the 
identifying formula possible: ‘The Lord is the Spirit’ (2 Cor. 3:17).^ 

Every believer is moving and operating under the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, 

and it is through the Holy Spirit that believers can understand and appreciate the fullness 

of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit is a person and the supernatural power of the whole 

Godhead. The Holy Spirit transforms every Christian into the image of Jesus Christ. 

Further, the Holy Spirit is spreading the Gospel around the world through believers as 

promised when it was stated, “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will 

guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He 

hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13). 

When one fully comprehends the magnitude of the above statement, one must 

appreciate the insightfulness and intimacy of God’s relationship with humanity. This is 

based on an unfathomable and immeasurable commitment to redeem humanity into a 


^Moltmann, The Trinity, 122. This identification provides the justification for the phrase according 
to which Jesus, from being an object of the Spirit’s activity, becomes the subject of the sending of the Spirit 
on to the church. In sending the disciples out into the world with the mission of his Father, the risen Christ 
gives them the Holy Spirit (John 20:21 f). It is through the risen Christ that God pours out the Holy Spirit 
(Titus 3:5f). 
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complete and irreplaceable relationship with Him. It is God’s desire for people to be 

whole physically, mentally, and spiritually. It was this theological concept that serves as 

the foundational theme of this project, and that cultivates the richness of the Healing 

Ministry that was proposed to Union Bethel AME Church. 

Gordon D. Fee described the Holy Spirit as the personal presence of God, stating. 

If we are truly to understand Paul and to capture the crucial role of Spirit in his 
theology, we must begin with his thoroughly Trinitarian presuppositions. Not only 
has the coming of Christ changed everything for Paul, so too has the coming of 
the Spirit. In dealing with the Spirit, we are dealing with none other than the 
personal presence of God himself. 

The Holy Spirit as God’s Presence. Absolutely central to Paul’s theology 
of the Spirit is that the Spirit is the fulfillment of the promises found in Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel that God himself would breathe on us, and we would live; that he 
would write his law in our hearts: and especially that he would give his Spirit 
‘unto us,’ so that we are indwelt by him.^ 

The Holy Spirit indwells within believers and gives them the power that sustains 
them through their faith, and this is the power through which God manifests his Glory 
through signs and wonders. Miracles cannot occur in the twenty-first century without the 
Holy Spirit leading and guiding the body of Christ to fulfill the mandate of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ said that “there are many members, yet one body,” (1 Cor. 12:20) indicating 
that believers are the Temple of God. Therefore, if the Temple of God is the power 
source for all creation, then each believer has the authority to speak life in a life or death 
situation. According to the Old Testament description, God filled the temple with His 
Glory, and where His Glory was, there was power. As we reflect on this, it is clear that 
God is conveying that He is with each believer, and we should walk and operate in the 
fullness of God. There is nothing too hard or impossible for our God! 


^Gordon D. Fee, God’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul (Grand 
Rapids, MI; Baker Academic, 2011), 6. 
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It was suggested that there are two Scriptures that every believer should hold 

onto, and they are as follows: John 14:12, which states, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he 

who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he 

will do, because I go to My Father” and Mark 16:17-18, which states, 

And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they 
drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the 
sick, and they will recover. 

These two Scriptures are the essential foundation for this theological foundation one 
section, and every believer should embrace the promises of Jesus Christ. There is life in 
the Word of God, and these Scriptures communicate the supernatural power that God 
provides to each believer. 

It is difficult to imagine the power that Jesus Christ demonstrated throughout His 
ministry as He went out preaching, teaching and healing. These activities are outlined in 
Matthew 4:23 and 9:35 which state, “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of disease among 
the people.” That is the same power and authority that Jesus expresses to every believer. 
The healing ministry is a central part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and He declared that 
the Body of Christ should continue to utilize the same ministry of healing the 
brokenhearted within our society. The larger works are about the many parts of the body, 
which means the believers should be operating in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. When 
Jesus was physically alive He could only be in one place at a time, but now believers can 
take the Gospel around the whole world and fulfill the Scripture as described in John 
14:12, “preaching, teaching, and healing every kind of disease and illness.” The beauty of 
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the Good News is that healing comes in many different forms, including physical, mental 


and spiritual as described by Randy Clark, in his comments on John 14:12, 

Jesus said that anyone who believed in Him would be able to do what He had 
been doing, and even greater things than these could the believer do. These words 
of Jesus do not fit the view of the miracles and healings being limited to the 
apostles to prove correct doctrine. No, the purpose is noted in the next verse, 
which reads, ‘And I will do whatever you ask in My name so that the Son may 
bring glory to the Father’ (John 14:13). 

Healing and miracles glorify God and not the ministry of any one individual. It 
appears that society may observe or qualify as successful, the healings and deliverances 
that minister to personalities, but neglect the very source that is empowering that 
ministry. People need to remember that individuals in ministry are just instruments being 
utilized by the Holy Spirit to glorify God the Father, and it is the Holy Spirit that is 
operating in the ministries and lives of individuals. Jesus humbles Himself and praises 
God, and people in ministry should recognize the example of Jesus Christ and emulate 
Him. The ministry of Jesus is not consistent with selfish individuals who are more 
concerned with wealth or personal gain and who neglect the very heart of Jesus’ ministry 
as described above in Matthew 4:23 and Matthew 9:35. It is time for Christians to get 
back to the basics of the genuine Gospel of Jesus as illustrated by those two Scriptures. 

Healing 

In response to the question of what healing is, Clark stated, “Because the real 
purpose of healing and miracles is to express the gospel, they are part of the gospel, and. 


■^Randy Clark, The Essential Guide to the Power of the Holy Spirit: God’s Miraculous Gifts at 
Work Today (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publishers, Inc., 2015), 113-114. 
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as such, this function requires that they continue until the second coming of Jesus when 
the gospel will no longer need to be preached.”^ 

An example of a healing ministry occurred in April 2015, when the First 
Gentleman of Union Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, Edward David Jones, 
was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia. Acute myeloid leukemia is a deadly and 
progressive disease which left Edward with little hope of survival due to his advanced 
age. 

Acute myeloid leukemia (AME) remains the most common form of acute 
leukemia among adults and accounts for the largest number of annual deaths due 
to leukemia in the United States. The NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in 
Oncology (NCCN Guidelines) for AME provide recommendations on the 
diagnostic evaluation and workup for AME, risk assessment based on cytogenetic 
and molecular features, treatment options for induction and consolidation 
therapies for younger and old (age > 65 years) adult patients, and key supportive 
care considerations.^ 

The medical prognosis for Edward was that he would live approximately ninety 
days. However, because of the fervent prayers of the righteous that went before him, God 
demonstrated His healing power in Edward’s favor. Fortunately, through the prayers of 
the righteous and his faith, commitment, and dedication, he lived beyond the ninety-day 
prognosis. Edward responded well to the chemotherapy and his white blood cell count 
improved at such a rate that the doctors were amazed. Eor six months, there were no 
acute myeloid leukemia cells found in his body, and the doctors declared that he was in 
clinical remission. Is this not an example of a miracle in the lives of people today? Yes, it 
was a miracle, given the prognosis. The doctors did not foresee the possibility of Edward 


^Clark, The Essential Guide, 112. 

®M. R. O’Donnell, C. N. Abboud, J. A. Altman, F. R. Appelbaum, D. A. Arber, E. Attar, U. Borate 
et al., “Acute Myeloid Leukemia,” Journal of the National Comprehensive Cancer Network: JNCCN 10, 
no. 8 (2012): 984. 
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living for six months without any evidence of deteriorating health. Furthermore, there 
was no loss of hair (alopecia), no minor skin irritations like dryness, itchiness or any 
rashes, headache, or swelling of the hands and feet (edema). Edward was 83 years of age 
and had the faith to believe in a miracle. As a result, he had a lovely summer with his two 
daughters, son-in-law, and grandson from Springfield, Massachusetts, and they spent a 
week at the Summit at Massanutten in McGaheysville, Virginia, where they enjoyed a 
great time laughing and sharing their lives together. He then visited his other two 
daughters in California in July 2015, and even drove to Seattle, Washington alone to 
attend the Pacific Northwestern Annual Conference in August 2015. He was able to enjoy 
all of the activities planned with family and friends. He had inner peace which comes 
with knowing that Cod is in control. 

On October 22, 2015, the aggressive form of leukemia resurfaced but his immune 
system could not sustain his body, and this beloved brother went home to be with his 
Lord. The transition from his earthly body to his glorified body was swift and without 
any complications. Now some would ask if there was a miracle in the life of Edward, and 
the answer is a resounding yes. He showed the determination to continue to praise Cod 
and believed in complete healing. In this situation, he received healing both mentally and 
spiritually, and the ultimate healing of his physical body came when he encountered Jesus 
Christ in heaven. At the end of his earthly journey, he was at peace with his thoughts, 
emotions, attitudes and beliefs, and it was peaceful to walk with him on his journey 
home. 

With regard to healing. Dr. Larry Trivieri, Jr. stated. 

Only in recent decades, however, have Western scientists and physicians started 

to give credence to the importance of this mind-body connection to overall well- 
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being. Among the most exciting developments in the field of medicine in the past 
few decades is the scientific validation that our physical health is directly 
influenced by our thoughts, emotions, attitudes, and beliefs.^ 

As the pastor and wife of Edward, it was understood that complete healing was 

the only option based on the Scripture, but then God revealed that healing is vast, and 

only God knows what the individual needs to complete his or her journey with Him. It is 

frightening to realize that in reality, we are not in control, but that God has the ultimate 

plan and final say in every matter. It is imperative that believers understand that healing 

transcends our universal concept of life. Thus, healing can take place on psychological, 

emotional, spiritual and physical levels that we cannot comprehend. Healing is not only 

what can be visualized; it is beyond our grasp because God is healing in ways to ensure 

the person is whole beyond the physical desires. Dr. Trivieri stated. 

Research in the field of mind-body medicine deals with the influence that 
psychosomatic factors (thoughts and emotions) can have on physical health. 
Disease conditions now known to be affected by thoughts and emotions include 
addiction, asthma, back pain, cancer, cardiovascular disease, gastrointestinal 
conditions, immunological conditions, and obesity.* 

God is omnipotent, and the power of prayer is soothing to the person receiving 


prayer. 


There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 
same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, 
to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working 
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 
different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and 
the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He 


^Larry Trivieri and the American Holistic Medical Association, The American Holistic Medical 
Association Guide to Holistic Health: Healing Therapies for Optimal Wellness (Danvers, MA; John Wiley 
& Sons, Inc., 2001), 100. 

*^Trivieri and the American Holistic Medical Association, The American Holistic, 101. 
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wills. For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body-whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free-and 
have all been made to drink into one Spirit. (1 Cor. 12:4-13) 

When one reads the above Scripture in First Corinthians 12:4-13, one recognizes 

the power of the Word of God given to each believer. It is the power of the body of 

Christ, and every believer needs to operate in their authority, which comes from the Holy 

Spirit. The Holy Spirit will manifest the glory of God through the believer with the gifts 

of the Spirit. Dr. Kenneth Winston Caine says: 

In fact, as Christians believing that there is only one God, we ae free to pray to 
any aspect or representation of the Divine that we choose. We may call it a higher 
power. We may find God in the beauty of nature. We may simply recognize 
God’s presence everywhere and allow that recognition to be a prayer in itself. 

This teaching has been addressed for centuries by Christian mystics and by some 
of the great Catholic theologians. And it is biblical; the Bible teaches that God is 
omnipresent and almighty and holds all things together, as shown in the following 
verses: ‘For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things... ’ (Romans 
11:36 KJV) ‘And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.’ 
(Colossians 1:17 KJV).^ 

The picture of healing throughout God’s beautiful creation and the knowledge 
that the eternal God is always around us is outstanding! We see God’s marvelous 
handiwork as we are walking throughout our daily lives, and the splendor of God’s glory 
is manifested around and through us. 


“^Kenneth Winston Caine and Brian Paul Kaufman, Prayer, Faith and Healing: Cure Your Body, 
Heal Your Mind, and Restore Your Soul (Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, Inc., 1999), 25. 
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Prayer 

In a discussion of prayer and medicine, Dr. Ruth Buczynski asked Dr. Larry 
Dossey, who studied the issue extensively, why prayer is good medicine, and his answer 
is as follows: 

Dr. Dossey stated I was as shocked as anyone to find out that evidence existed for 
destiny effects of prayer. I will never forget back in the late eighties when I came 
across a study that had been done in a coronary care unit at San Francisco General 
Hospital in which a group of patients-almost four hundred patients-were divided 
down the middle; half got prayed for, and half were not assigned a prayer group. 

The group that received prayer-unknown to them-did better clinically in 
many ways than the control group. 

The above statement is a confirmation of the power of prayer in the process of 

healing. Christians have always known about this power, and the well-known doctor, 

amazed at the findings of clinical studies, validated the power of prayer and its effect on 

healing. Dr. Dossey was not ashamed to declare to the medical profession that they 

needed to incorporate prayer and spiritual guidance in the healing process, along with the 

medication that they prescribe to patients. It is a major breakthrough that now most 

hospitals, hospices, and cancer centers are offering opportunities for chaplains, pastors, 

priests and rabbis to serve as part of the clinical team and offer spiritual guidance in the 

process of healing diseases and illnesses. 

Dr. Caine, who also explored the connections between faith and healing, explains 

that Jesus laid the foundation for healing, stating. 

He told us to have faith when we pray. It’s not a blank check, but if our lives are 
in harmony with God’s will and we pray with faith, Jesus suggests that amazing 
things can happen, according to the editors of the Life Application Bible. So Jesus 
answered and said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not 


“’Ruth Buczynski and Larry Dossey, “A Webinar Session - Healing Words: Why Prayer Is Good 
Medicine,” The National Institute for the Clinical Application of Behavioral Medicine, (2012): 6, accessed 
November 3, 2015, http://files.nicabm.eom/Spirituality2012/Dossey/NICABM-Dossey—2012.pdf 
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doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree but also if you say to this 

mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done. And whatever 

things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.’ (Matt. 21:21)^' 

Christians should have the faith to believe that God is capable of accomplishing 
anything that is within His will; therefore, let us also remember that it is always to the 
glory of God that healing takes place. However, sometimes we pray for someone to be 
healed, and it does not happen on this side of glory; it will occur on the other side of 
glory when the person is standing in the presence of the Most High God. Let us not 
associate healing with just physical healing, but there is so much more to what God is 
accomplishing in the lives of believers. Therefore, let us walk by faith, trusting and 
believing that God has the ultimate plan for each of our lives. 

Father Thomas Keating teaches four steps of contemplative prayers on the audio 
CD entitled, “Contemplative Prayer,” and Dr. Caine describes them in his book. Prayer, 
Faith, and Healing: 

1. Choose a sacred word, such as Abba or love. Gently repeat this word silently, 
symbolizing the intent to commune with God within. 

2. Sit comfortably, eyes closed, quiet the mind, and ‘introduce the sacred word 
inwardly and as gently as laying a feather on a piece of cotton,’ advises Father 
Keating. 

3. When we find our attention drifting from our sacred word, gently guide it 
back. ‘During the course of our prayer, the sacred word may become vague or 
even disappear,’ says Father Keating, and that is perfectly normal. 

4. At the end of the prayer session, sit in silence for a few minutes, allowing 
yourself to slowly emerge from the experience into your customary thinking 
pattern. 

Father Keating recommends two periods of centering prayer daily. He 
suggests that they be at least 20 minutes long each. 


"Caine and Kaufman, Prayer, Faith and Healing, 89. 
"Caine and Kaufman, Prayer, Faith, and Healing, 84. 
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The above direction from Father Keating can serve as a model that can help bring 


about inner healing of the spirit and mind. When Christians meditate on the Word of God 

by using a phase or just one word, as Father Keating described, it cultivates and enriches 

the Word of God in their hearts and spirits. Through this process, the healing virtue of 

God starts to work in the dark areas, and the transforming power of God fills the 

emptiness in our hearts and lives. It is through meditation that we access the very heart of 

God. Meditation changes the very essence of our thought process and our hearts, and 

through practice, we start seeing the way God is operating in the world today. When we 

have the heart of God, we pray that God’s will be done on earth as it is in Heaven, as 

opposed to focusing on our personal desires. For example, we will begin praying for 

complete strangers passing by, or God will bring someone or something into our hearts to 

intercede on their behalf; this illustrates the power of having a heart of God operating in 

our lives. Jane Glenchur also described this process, stating, 

Jesus commanded us to seek first God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, and our 
needs will be met (see Matthew 6:33). How many times have we failed to put God 
first because we are focused on our own agendas? Are we giving priority to social 
media and the Internet rather than the Lord? The busyness of family life and work 
and relegate God to the background of our lives. Romans 8:5 states that believers 
are to ‘set their minds on and seek those things which gratify the [Holy] Spirit’ 
(Amplified). What gratifies God’s Spirit? Could it be focusing primarily on Him 
and not ourselves? 

The answer to the question posed by Glenchur, above, is a resounding “yes” and 
our focus is meant to do the will of God. All Christians need to remember that to have the 
Holy Spirit leading and guiding us, we must be willing to do the work that the Holy Spirit 


'^Jane Glenchur, Seven Secrets to Power Praying: Plow to Access God's Wisdom and Miracles 
Every Day (Bloomington, MN: Chosen Books, 2014), 89. 



98 

has appointed for each of us. It is by being obedient to the Holy Spirit that we bring glory 


and honor to God. 

Another aspect of prayer involves solitude and a place of rest. Henri Nouwen 
spoke of solitude, stating, 

Solitude and silence can never be separated from the call to unceasing 
prayer.. .The Desert Fathers did not think of solitude as being alone, but as being 
alone with God. They did not think of silence as not speaking, but as listening to 
God. Solitude and silence are the contexts within which prayer is practiced. 

The literal translation of the words ‘pray always’ is ‘come to rest.’ The Greek 
word for rest is hesychia, and hesychasm is the term which refers to the 
spirituality of the desert. A hesychast is a man or a woman who seeks solitude and 
silence as the ways to unceasing prayer.. .It is a rest in God in the midst of a very 
intense daily struggle. 

We attend to an important element of prayer when we stop and spend time with 
God, as a crucial part of our spiritual growth is founded in solitude and silence. After a 
believer, has read, studied and meditated on the Holy Scriptures, it is time to wait on the 
Holy Spirit for guidance. Silence and solitude are disciplines that are essential in our 
daily walk with the Holy Spirit, however, waiting is one of the most difficult elements of 
spiritual disciplines. These practices can be uncomfortable in our daily lives because of 
modern people, including Christians, tend to fill their lives with busyness and never want 
to be still. While priests and nuns of the Catholic faith have historically practiced this 
discipline, and allow time for silence and solitude, the Protestant religion has neglected 
these great spiritual disciplines. 

The elements of spiritual disciplines are essential to the daily routine of a mature 
Christian, and the growth of a mature Christian requires that they practice spiritual 
disciplines. The spiritual disciplines include reading the Scripture daily, having a prayer 


'"•Henri Nouwen, The Way of the Heart: The Spirituality of the Desert Fathers and Mothers (New 
York, NY: HarperOne, 1981), 69-70. 
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life, worshipping God, evangelism, having a servant’s heart, fasting, silence and solitude, 
stewardship, journaling, and learning how to practice what you have learned from the 
Holy Spirit. 

Kenneth E. Hagin reported that spiritual maturity is described in Ephesians 1:3, 
which states. 

Blessed be the God and Eather of the Eord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ. (KJV) The spiritual man is one 
who knows what belongs to him in Christ Jesus and takes advantage of it. The 
spiritual man has drunk deeply at the fountain. He has fed regularly at the table of 
the Ix)rd. The spiritual man has saturated himself in love, the love of God.^^ 

The above statement provides very precise guidelines for mature Christians. 

When we know who we are in the body of Christ Jesus, then we will know how to act 

and how to govern ourselves as children of God. When we are mature Christians, we 

walk in obedience and follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit without any hesitation. It 

is an accurate indication of maturity when we, as children of God, no longer cater to our 

will but surrender to the will of God the Eather. 

John Wesley suggested we should always rejoice, always pray and give thanks as 

is consistent with Eirst Thessalonians 5:16-18. Wesley wrote. 

Rejoice always in uninterrupted happiness in God. “Pray without ceasing,’ which 
is the fruit of ‘always rejoicing’ in the Lord, ‘In everything give thanks,’ which is 
the fruit of both the former. This is Christian perfection. Eurther than this, we 
cannot go, and we need not stop short of it. 

Our Lord has purchased joy, as well as righteousness, for us. It is the very 
design of the gospel that, being saved from guilt, we should be happy in the love 
of Christ. 

Prayer may be said to be the breath of our spiritual life. One who lives 
cannot possibly cease breathing. So much as we really enjoy of God’s presence, 
so much prayer and praise do we offer up ‘without ceasing’; else our rejoicing is 
but delusion. 


128 . 


'^Kenneth E. Hagin, Growing up Spiritually (Tulsa, OK: Faith Library Publications, 1976), 127- 
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Thanksgiving is inseparable from true prayer; it is almost essentially 
connected with it. One who always prays is ever giving praise, whether in ease or 
pain, both for prosperity and for the greatest adversity. He blesses God for all 
things, looks on them as coming from Him, and receives them only for His sake- 
not choosing nor refusing, liking nor disliking anything, but only as it is agreeable 
or disagreeable to His perfect will.^^ 

The prayer above from Wesley contains three crucial elements in its structure 
which are in agreement with First Thessalonians 5:16-18. The first notable component is 
to remember to rejoice always in the love of God. The second section highlights praying 
without ceasing, which means that we are always supposed to have a posture of prayer 
and intimacy with God at any given time. The last important element is to be thankful; 
we need always to be appreciative of the opportunity to be a servant of God and to be in 
God’s loving care. God is always with us, and we are never alone, as we reflect on the 
three elements of rejoicing, praying without ceasing, and thankfulness. 

Therefore, our posture should always be gratitude and appreciation. Even in the 
midst of our storms, prayer will breathe life into our situations that will spark hope and 
assurance that God is always present with us. Prayer is the main ingredient in the spiritual 
growth and well-being of every Christian believer. 


Conclusion 

It is the hope that as we review the significant elements within this analysis of the 
theological foundation of Trinitarian theology and pneumatology, the reader would walk 
away with a greater appreciation of the Holy Spirit. It is when we profoundly understand 
the dynamics of the Holy Spirit that He transforms us into the likeness of Jesus Christ. 


'®John Wesley, How to Pray: The Best of John Wesley on Prayer (Uhrichsville, OH; Barbour 
Publishing, Inc., 2007), 23. 
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Through this exploration, it is intended that Christians would be more concerned with the 


Gospel as Jesus intended with signs and wonders, rather than their personal gains. 

Christians transcend into authentic representatives of Jesus Christ when they gain 

a greater understanding and appreciation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit coupled with an 

appreciation of each other, just as Christ appreciates and loves each one of us. Henri 

Nouwen described this eloquently when he stated, “Rather, it is the ways of conversion, 

the place where the old self dies and the new self is born, and the place where the 

emergence of the new man and the new woman occurs.As we reflect on the 

redemptive work of Jesus Christ, we are no longer searching for self-gratification, but 

striving to glorify God in everything that we do and accomplish. 

If every believer follows and emulates the ministry of Jesus Christ, then we will 

be successful in evangelizing the world and following the Great Commission of Jesus 

Christ. In Matthew 28:19, it states that we are to 

Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age. Amen. 

We must remember that the ministry of Jesus Christ was based on teaching, 
preaching, and healing individuals with all kinds of diseases and illness. These three 
crucial steps of ministry were at the heart of who Jesus Christ was, and is. His focus was 
on restoring humanity back into a full relationship with God the Father. His ministry was 
to show the Jewish population that He was the Messiah and that He fulfilled the Mosaic 
Law. 


'^Nouwen, The Way of the Heart, 27. 
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When Christians are operating in these three aspects of ministry, then healing will 
become a more frequent occurrence in the life of the church. Every church building that 
is opened in the name of Jesus should have a healing ministry of some type, where 
believers pray for the sick and encourage and strengthen the Body of Christ. When there 
is no one among the Body of Christ suffering spiritual, mental or emotional illness, then 
there will be times when Christians will pray fervently for the healing of an individual’s 
physical body. Yet if the individual succumbs to disease, this does not eliminate or 
alleviate the responsibility of every believer to pray for the sick. Ultimately, healing is in 
the hands of the Holy Spirit, and He will have the final say with regard to the healing of 
physical illness. 

Sometimes an individual is willing to believe God for a miracle, but their body is 
weakened beyond its capability to stand firm. The spirit is willing, but the flesh just 
cannot line up with the Word of God because the flesh is weak, and we live in a fallen 
world, because of sin. Healing can take place either on this side of glory or when the 
individual is standing in front of God the Father. The body of believers must be obedient 
to the commands of Jesus Christ, with the results being left in His hands. Believers shall 
operate in all the gifts of the Holy Spirit, trusting and believing God can, and will, 
accomplish everything that He said He would do. 

As Christians observe the power of prayer operating in their lives, it is significant 
to remember that there are different types of prayers. Knowledge of this will help usher in 
the glory of God, as individuals make ourselves available to the Master. Prayer is a vital 
part of the spiritual growth of every believer striving to develop collectively into the 
mature body that will ultimately usher in the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. It is a 
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wonderful time for the Body of Christ to realize that there is work to be done. When each 
believer operates as an ambassador to the Kingdom of God, then all the Body of Christ 
will soon see the Glory of God. The ultimate message is that each Christian should start 
developing their spiritual muscles by utilizing the spiritual disciplines that will ultimately 
bring glory to God the Father. 



CHAPTER FIVE 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS II 


The purpose of this Theological Foundation II, Chapter Five was to compare the 
Christian cessationism movement and alternative medicine healing practices with 
Christian charismatic healing to determine which one of the healing ministries was 
appropriate for Union Bethel AME Church to embark upon. The questions that this 
section addressed included whether there was any biblical foundation for cessationism, 
and if there was no biblical foundation for such a stance, then how did this belief system 
become so pervasive in Christendom. The discussion explored whether cessationism was 
valid and whether the proposed project for praying for the sick was appropriate for the 
twenty-first-century church. 

There are two foundational Scriptures that present evidence that opposes the 

premise of cessationism. The first Scripture that may provide an argument against 

cessationism is John 14:12, which states, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes 

in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, 

because I go to My Father.” The second Scripture that provides an argument against 

cessationism is from Mark 16:17-18, which declares. 

And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out 
demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they 
drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the 
sick, and they will recover. 
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The first section provided an explanation of the definition of cessationism. Also in 
this section, the illumination on why men like Augustine, in his younger years, and 
Benjamin B. Warfield have elected to discredit or devalue the signs and wonders of the 
Holy Spirit. Finally, this section included a comparative analysis of Benjamin B. 
Warfield’s views of Christian cessationism, Jon Mark Ruthven’s views of the Christian 
charismatic opposition against cessationism, and the biblical interpretation that supports 
the mandate of Christian ministry. 

The second section introduced the perspectives of other disciplines, such as 
complementary and alternative medicine regarding their secular spirituality. Practices 
such as yoga, chiropractic medicine, proximal intercessory prayer, Ayurveda and 
naturopathic medicine was explored. Each of these disciplines was analyzed in 
comparison with Christian biblical interpretation regarding the healing process as it 
relates to mental, physical and spiritual well-being. 

The final section, the conclusion, addressed the findings of Christian cessationism 
and comparison of alternative medicine healing practices with Christian charismatic 
healing. The critical question was whether the concept of cessationism provided a valid 
foundation for interpretation of biblical Scripture. The question as to whether a healing 
ministry should be an essential part of ministry in the twenty-first century was reviewed, 
as for whether the Christian community at Union Bethel has the best healing ministry 
available based on biblical interpretation. Finally, this project collected over one hundred 
sources utilized in the four foundation chapters, which consist of the bibliography. 
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The Study of Cessationism 

First, it was important to explore the definition of eessationism, as understanding 

the definition of this word would assist the reader in comprehending the essence of this 

perspective as it relates to the work of the Holy Spirit after the apostolic age. Alan Cairns, 

in the Dictionary of Theological Terms, defines cessationism as being “The belief that the 

charismata—the supernatural gifts of the Apostolic Church-ceased with or very soon after 

the days of the apostles.”^ Benjamin B. Warfield, a cessationist theologian, and prolific 

writer said that “The possession of the charismata was confined to the Apostolic age.”^ 

Alan Cairns added more to the definition of cessationism, further stating that, 

Cessationism was the common belief of the churches of the Reformation, but in 
time a new theory arose. This theory postulated that the charismata continued in 
the church into the third century, until about the time of Constantine, after which 
they gradually dwindled. The fullest exposition of the classic Protestant position, 
and the most trenchant criticism of the idea of the retention of the charismata by 
the church, or of their restoration to it, was produced by the Princeton theologian 
B. B. Warfield in a series of lectures that he delivered at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, South Carolina in 1917. These were later published as 
Counterfeit Miracles.^ 

In this section, the teachings of two men in the study of cessationism were 
explored, specifically Benjamin B. Warfield and Jon Mark Ruthven. It is the contention 
that the problem with cessationism and Warfield’s point-of-view was that it is the same 
Holy Spirit that was operating during the apostolic age as is not operating in the church 
after the apostolic age. Jesus said “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, 
the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go 


'Alan Cairns, Dictionary of Theological Terms (Belfast/Greenville, SC: Ambassador-Emerald 
International, 2002), 79-80. 

^Benjamin B. Warfield, Counterfeit Miracles (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1976), 6. 
^Cairns, Dictionary of Theological Terms, 80 
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to My Father.” (John 14:12) This section illustrated that Warfield was wrong in his 

theology and biblical interpretation. Specific flaws in Warfield’s viewpoints on 

cessationism have been summarized by Jon Mark Ruthven who stated, 

Warfield’s polemic failed to comprehend the broad sweep of biblical theology 
when it addressed the crucial eschatological dimension of the charismata in 
pneumatology and in the presentation of the Kingdom of God. These doctrines as 
they appear in classical Protestant systematic theologies have been grotesquely 
misshapen by a long evolution of tangential dogmatic conflicts. Even after 
competent biblical studies have been published on these areas, not only Warfield, 
but most other systematicians have been reluctant to utilize the results. Warfield’s 
evidentialist function for miracles, the foundation for cessationism, is 
reductionistic and superficial in view of the dominating role for miracles in the 
biblically formulated, eschatologically conditioned doctrines of Pneumatology 
and the Kingdom of God."^ 

Warfield’s pneumatology failed to understand the presence of the Holy Spirit in 

Old Testament Scriptures, and the promises that God would pour out His Spirit on all 

flesh continuously. God’s promises are throughout the Bible, His Word is powerful, and 

it will never return to Him void. Warfield’s biblical interpretation is erroneous, as was 

evidenced by several supporting Scriptures, including Isaiah 59:21, which says. 

As for Me, says the Lord, this is My covenant with them: My Spirit, who is upon 
you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your 
mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your 
descendants’ descendants, says the Lord, from this time and forevermore. 

In addition, Joel 2:28-30 says. 

And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; 
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. Your old men shall dream dreams. 
Your young men shall see visions. And also, on My menservants and on My 
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. And I will show wonders in 
the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 


fion Mark Ruthven, On the Cessation of the Charismata: The Protestant Polemic on Post-Biblical 
Miracles, rev. ed. (Tulsa, OK: Word & Spirit Press, 2011), 174. 
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Finally, Acts 2:4, 38 says. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.. .Then Peter said to them. Repent, and 
let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The above Scriptures discredit Warfield’s viewpoints on cessationism by virtue of 

the fact that they demonstrate that the promises are everlasting. God’s character is beyond 

reproach. In Warfield’s writing, he has addressed the worst of the faith healers and has 

credited miracles to medicine, rather than to the Holy Spirit, while maintaining that it is 

the Holy Spirit that empowers the believers to do the work that was commissioned by 

Jesus Christ. Based on the interpretation of Warfield, the statements found in John 14:12, 

which states, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he 

will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father” would 

be invalid, and this would mean that God’s Word is not trustworthy. However, that is an 

entirely untrue and inaccurate interpretation, as God’s Word is accurate and reliable. 

Ruthven further addressed two other viewpoints of Warfield and summarized the 

inaccuracies of Warfield’s interpretation when he wrote. 

The modern conflict over the cessation of miraculous gifts has antecedents as old 
as the fairly sophisticated arguments of early rabbinic Judaism. But the 
cessationist doctrine found its classic expression in post-reformation era 
Calvinism: 1). The essential role of miraculous charismata was to accredit 
normative Christian doctrine and its bearers. 2) While God may providentially act 
in unusual, even striking ways, true miracles are limited to epochs of special 
divine revelation, i.e., those within the biblical period. 3) Miracles are judged by 
the doctrines they purport to accredit: if the doctrines are false, or alter orthodox 
doctrines, their accompanying miracles are necessarily counterfeit.^ 

Not only is Warfield's understanding of miracle discernment unbiblical, but his 
understanding of their function as well. By demanding a strict evidentialist 
function for miracles, Warfield confuses the sufficiency of revelation, i.e., in the 


^Ruthven, On the Cessation of the Charismata, 169. 
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unique historical manifestation of Christ and essential Christian doctrine, with the 
ongoing means of communicating, applying and actualizing that revelation, i.e., 
via such charismata as prophecy and miracles. We see below that the charismata 
do not so much accredit the Gospel as they express and concretize the Gospel. 

Just as sound and inspired preaching applies, but does not change, the all- 
sufficient Scripture, so true gifts of prophecy, knowledge or wisdom reveal 
human needs, directing them to God's truth within the eternally-sealed limits of 
the biblical canon.^ 

Ruthven’s writings very accurately reveal that Warfield has misunderstood the 

revelation power of the Holy Spirit. As stated by Jesus in John 14:15-18, it is a promise 

that the Holy Spirit will be with every believer forever; Jesus stated. 

If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray to Father, and He will 
give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever-the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but 
you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you 
orphans; I will come to you. 

Another promise from Jesus, which is found in John 14:26 states, “But the Helper, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name. He will teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” Based on this Scripture, it is the 
Holy Spirit that will bring revelation and knowledge to every believer, so again, this 
illustrates that Warfield’s interpretation of biblical truth is wrong. Due to the fact that 
Warfield’s claims have no biblical foundation, it can be concluded that his whole concept 
of cessationism is unbiblical and, therefore, invalid. 

In addition, Warfield misunderstood the importance of the Kingdom of God and 
the promises of His provisions for humanity. According to the Bible, it is the Kingdom of 
God that provides liberty and the freedom to receive the blessings of God. The Kingdom 
of God will destroy the Kingdom of darkness and bring liberty, as well as spiritual. 


®Ruthven, On the Cessation of the Charismata, 173. 
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emotional, and physical healing. Numerous Scriptures support the belief that these 
blessings are of God, including Matthew 4:23, which says, “And Jesus went about all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing 
all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people,” Matthew 9:35, which 
reiterates, “Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 
among the people,” Matthew 10:7-8, which says, “And as you go, preach, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” In addition, Matthew 12:28 says, “But if 
I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you”, 
and Luke 9:2 says, “He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick”, 
while Luke 11:20 provides further support, stating, “But if I cast out demons with the 
finger of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.” Acts 10:38 provides 
further support for this position, as it describes, “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” 

The Bible teachings in the verses described above indicate that Jesus Christ 
ushered in the Kingdom of God through His work on earth, and His work glorified God. 
Jesus’ ministry continued with His disciples, and it will continue through every believer 
until the end of time. The kingdom of God was illustrated in the prayer that Jesus taught 
his disciples in Matthew 6:9-13. For the purpose of this section, the focus is on verse 10, 
which states, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” In the 
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kingdom of God, there is no mental, physical, emotional or spiritual sickness; there is 

complete wholeness through the blessings of God. 

This was a powerful declaration that Jesus was teaching His disciples, and it 

applies to all believers today. The Scripture in Matthew 6:10 addressed the fullness of 

God moving from the heavenly realm which is spiritual, to the natural realm, with all 

power and authority here on earth. It is God’s kingdom that is at the heart of Christianity. 

To walk in the completeness of His glory, to walk with God in holiness, is the beauty of 

God’s kingdom. This is further illustrated in Revelation 22:1-4, with a particular focus on 

verse 2, which describes that “In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, 

was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The 

leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” 

Ruthven’s writings illuminated the answer to the question that was proposed in 

the introduction of this section of theological foundations two, specifically, if there is no 

biblical foundation for cessationism, then how did this belief system become so pervasive 

in Christendom. Here is the debate with Warfield and Ruthven on the need for miracles 

today. Warfield base his conviction on First Corinthians 13:8-10 says. 

Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there 
are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For 
we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has 
come, then that which is in part will be done away. 

And Warfield rationale is that. 

The reason why the church does not now do the miracles it did under the 
Apostles, he explains, is, because miracles were necessary then to convince the 
world of the truth of Christianity; but now it becomes it, being so convinced, to 
shine forth in good works.... Whoever seeks to perform miracles now as a 
believer, seeks after vainglory and human applause.^ 


^Warfield, Counterfeit Miracles, 47. 
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Warfield definitely has a heart for the truth, but his interpretation of the above 
Scripture is a little distorted. It is true, believers only know in part, but that is precisely 
why all believers need the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth. Revelation 19:10b says. 
Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. The other Scriptures 
are Luke 24:27, Joel 2:28-29, Luke 10:17, Acts 2:4, Acts 21:9, James 5:14-15, and main 
Scripture is Mark 16:17-18, which says, and these signs will follow those who believe: In 
My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up 
serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay 
hands on the sick, and they will recover. 

Ruthven described that the problem was that, 

Protestant theology has been criticized for being about Jesus rather than from 
Jesus. In other words, traditional Protestantism froze around the debate with 
Romanists over the cost of going to heaven and failed to take seriously the 
emphases of the New Testament about Jesus’ stated mission that fell outside their 
theology. 

For example, traditional Protestantism really does not understand the role 
of the kingdom of God (the central theme in Jesus’ mission) with its signs and 
wonders in Jesus’ ministry and how they are related to his overall goal and 
mission of introducing and bestowing the Spirit.^ 

Ruthven’s statement above declares that Protestantism needs to revisit the 
importance of the Holy Spirit in the ministry of Jesus Christ. The Protestant church lost 
its focus and needs to remember the importance of why the signs and wonders were 
significant to the life of the early church. The work of the Holy Spirit is crucial to the 
development of having a spiritual relationship with God. Remember that John 4:24 says, 
“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” The Holy 


®Jon Mark Ruthven, What’s Wrong with Protestant Theology? Tradition v^. Biblical Emphasis 
(Tulsa, OK: Word & Spirit Press, 2013), 203. 
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Spirit is the truth, and He is the driving force that is compelling the body of Christ to 

emulate the ministry of Jesus Christ. Jesus left the Great Commission and Mark 16:17-18 

states, “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out 

demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink 

anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they 

will recover.” This is the mandate that every believer should be striving to fulfill with the 

power and authority of the Holy Spirit operating in their lives. A portion of Scripture that 

solidifies the importance of the kingdom of God in the ministry of Jesus Christ is found 

in John 14:12, which states, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the 

works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to 

my Father.” The greater works cannot be accomplished without the power of the Holy 

Spirit, and these works are the signs and wonders manifested through the Holy Spirit. 

Ruthven also defined and described the ministry of Jesus Christ, stating, 

Jesus’ mission was to introduce and mediate the kingdom of God, the Spirit of 
God, and the New Covenant (the three phrases overlap greatly but retain distinct 
senses). The goal of his mission is expressed in the call to action within the 
charter message of Christianity: The Pentecost address of Acts 2. There, vv. 38-39 
allude to a rarely noticed promise of the Spirit of prophecy in Isaiah 59:19-21.^ 

‘As for Me’, says the Lord, ‘this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is 
upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from 
your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the the mouth of 
your descendants’ descendants, says the Lord, ‘from this time and forevermore.’ 
(Isa. 59:21). 

It is difficult for this generation to comprehend fully the meaning of the word 
kingdom, and the responsibility of the subjects that live within the territory. The term 
kingdom implies that the king or queen is sovereign, which means he or she rules 


‘^Ruthven, What’s Wrong, 3. 
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supreme, and that people of the kingdom have a responsibility to conduct themselves as 
subjects to the rule of the king or queen. In modern society, there are no kings or queens 
who have ultimate power and authority over a country or territory, therefore, when the 
Bible declares the kingdom of God, we have no concept, and no immediate reference to 
assist in appreciating God’s message to believers. God is sovereign; all power and 
authority are in His hands because He is the creator of everything. As children of the 
kingdom of God, all believers must demonstrate the behaviors of ambassadors of the 
kingdom, which is the glory and power of God. The Christian community is 
representative of the kingdom of heaven here on earth. Therefore, members of the 
Christian community must conduct themselves in a manner that represents God the 
Father, meaning that the Christian community can not conform to the behaviors and 
patterns of the current society in which they live. The Bible confirms this declaration in 
Romans 12:2 which states, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.” It is the mandate of every Christian to renew their minds through 
the spiritual disciplines of daily reading of the Word of God, praying, meditation, fasting, 
silence and solitude (to name a few of them) and following the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

When one experiences a divine healing or miracle in their life, it sparks hope and 
confidence that God is who He says He is, with all power and authority in His hands. God 
is sovereign, and He is not confined to our limited knowledge or wisdom. When signs 
and wonders are operating, then believers and nonbelievers are challenged by the Holy 
Spirit to have faith in the works of God. Jesus confronted people when He said, “If I do 
not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do though you do not believe 
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Me, believe the works that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in 
Him.” (John 10:37-38) The works that Christians perform through signs and wonders are 
to glorify God and to bring the unbelievers to salvation so that they can have a personal 
relationship with Him. 

Peter Brown, quoted in Augustine of Hippo: A Biography, said, “Yet, when 
Augustine wrote On the True Religion in 390 [AD], he had stated explicitly, that miracles 
such as had happened in the times of the Apostles were no longer allowed to take place; 
and he had repeated this view, by implication, in many other books and sermons.” 
Augustine, in his youth, believed in cessationism, but as an older man of the Gospel, he 
changed his point-of-view. According to Brown, “It is rather, that, within the immensely 
complex structure of Augustine’s thought, the centre of gravity had shifted; modern 
miracles, which had once been peripheral, now become urgently important as supports to 
faith.”^' Augustine was witnessing miracles and requested that all healed persons write a 
report of the healing to document and verify that healings were occurring in the modern 
time. What a wonderful epiphany of one of the early fathers of the Church when he 
recognized the fullness of Jesus’ promises. 

Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to every believer, not to just some. The Holy Spirit 
is not limited to time, and He is omnipresent, meaning that He can be everywhere at the 
same time. While Jesus was alive. He was limited to being in one place at a time, but He 
instructed His disciples to wait until the fullness of the Holy Spirit was received. Upon 


'“Peter Brown, Augustine of Hippo: A Biography (Berkeley and Los Angeles, CA; University of 
California Press, 2000), 419. 

"Brown, Augustine, 419. 
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receiving the Holy Spirit, the disciples could minister throughout the whole country, and 
the Holy Spirit could then multiply the efforts of the Gospel by spreading it 
simultaneously around the world. The fullness of the Holy Spirit was described in Acts 
2:1-4, which states. 

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared 
to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 

The Holy Spirit had empowered the disciples to be bold for the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ; it was the Holy Spirit that was operating in the disciples and spreading the Gospel. 
In Acts 13:2-3 it says, “As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 
‘Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ Then, 
having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them they sent them away.” It is this same 
power that the church today is in desperate need of, i.e., the movement of the Holy Spirit 
with signs and wonders. 

The function of the body of Christ is to bring glory and honor to God the Father. 
Consequently, when members of the body of Christ pray for the sick and the sick recover, 
that sparks faith in non-believers and brings assurance to believers that the Holy Spirit is 
operating through their lives. That is what the apostles and disciples did, according to the 
Book of Acts Chapters 8, 9 and 19, and it prompted them to be bold and have the 
confidence to flow with the movement of the Holy Spirit. 
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Complementary and Alternative Medicine 

This section reviewed some of the complementary and alternative medicines 

available. Each of these disciplines will be analyzed in reference to Christian biblical 

interpretation, in an effort to compare the healing process with regard to mental, physical 

and spiritual well-being. The complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) healing 

practices are described as lacking or having limited experimental and clinical study to 

document the value of the various methods of treatment. A more detailed description is 

provided by Candy Gunther Brown, who has stated. 

Common definitions of CAM encompass any healing practice not ‘included in 
mainstream health care in the United States,’ because it ‘lacks or has only limited 
experimental and clinical study’ indicating medical value. Many therapies labeled 
as ‘alternative,’ ‘complementary,’ ‘integrative,’ or ‘holistic’ share more than a 
lack of conventional medical validation. 

Some of the standard complementary, alternative treatments and holistic therapies 
include yoga, chiropractic medical, proximal intercessory prayer, Ayurveda, and 
naturopathic medicine. The yoga and chiropractic health practices were initially not 
considered valid medicine and they were reassessed, according to Dr. Candy Gunther 
Brown, as non-religious. 

In her book entitled. Healing God, Dr. Brown attempted to demonstrate the close, 
but conflicting connection between alternative medicine and evangelical Christianity. 
There are different practices of yoga. However, this section focused on the traditional 
Eastern yoga. Dr. Brown described an event that Brooke Boon addressed “in the 


'^Candy Gunther Brown, The Healing Gods: Complementary and Alternative Medicine in 
Christian America (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2013), 3. By contrast, with the materialistic 
premises of biomedicine, hohstic (from the Greek holos, or “whole”) worldview presume that health entails 
much more than the absence of disease and that humans-as complex interrelationships of mind-body-spirit- 
possess vast self-recuperative potential. 



118 


‘traditional Eastern yoga’ by contrasting the purpose of ‘becoming one with God’ with 
‘becoming surrendered to God,’ ‘devoted to Him,’ and ‘united with Him in purpose.’’’^^ 
Using this argument, Boon alleges that yoga has become more than physical exercise, 
and Eastern religious roots have become irrelevant because eastern yoga emphasizes 
becoming one with God, and does not require any religious root in the life of participants. 
Ultimately, holy yoga refers to when one’s focus and intent are completely in Jesus 
Christ. Holy yoga emphasizes having a personal relationship with God the Eather and 
realizing that you are His child. Some would say that these concepts improve the physical 
and spiritual awareness of participants and result in an awakening of peace and 
tranquility. However, from a Christian perspective, this creates a conflict, because 
believers will never “become God” or “one with God” as the pantheism of Eastern yoga 
practice describes. 

Romans 8:15-17 teaches and confirms the importance of knowing the Scriptures 
for ourselves. The verses stated, 

Eor you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Eather.’ The Spirit Himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children then heirs-heirs 
of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also 
be glorified together. 

These verses also reinforce the importance of knowing who you are in Christ 
Jesus and never confusing your identity to believe that you are “one with God” as in 
pantheism. Christians are children of God the Eather. Boon is correct that the Christian 
community does believe in surrendering and having a loving relationship with God 


'^Brown, The Healing Gods, 45. Dr. Candy Brown describes the experience of Brooke Boon’s 
participation in “secular yoga” classes for physical fitness. Boon experienced a personal crisis about the 
spiritual dimensions of secular yoga, which led her to resolve her conflict by establishing the “Holy Yoga” 
program in 2003. Boon was able to develop a successful Christian alternative to secular yoga. 
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through our obedience to Jesus Christ. It is through Jesus Christ that the believers can 
have a personal relationship with God. 

The spiritual disciplines teach some of the same techniques used in yoga, such as 

centering ones’ thoughts on Scripture or a word in order to hear from the Holy Spirit, as 

is done in the disciplines of silence and solitude. Donald S. Whitney describes the 

importance of spiritual discipline and with an emphasis on silence and solitude. The 

practice of these particular disciplines helps to center our thoughts so that we can receive 

the things that God has for us every day. Whitney says, 

as daily sleep, and rest refresh the body, so daily silence and solitude refresh the 
soul. These Disciplines have a way of airing out the mind and ironing out the 
wrinkles of the soul. Plan to come to the quiet every day to meet God in His Word 
and through prayer.'"^ 

Another healing discipline is chiropractic therapy, described as a vital discipline 

to assist in alleviating pains in the human body. Brown comments on the practice of 

chiropractors in the United States, stating. 

Today chiropractic medicine is mainstream. Its offices can be found in strip malls; 
medical insurance plans cover adjustments, and evangelical Christians applaud 
chiropractor as a God-given method of pain relief. 

Evangelical patients who worried about theological orthodoxy yet desired 
pain relief reclassified chiropractic from an illegitimate. New Age spiritual 
practice to a legitimate, scientific complement to medicine and prayer. 

The governing agencies for chiropractors are the American Chiropractic 
Association (ACA) and the World Chiropractic Alliance (WCA). These agencies work 
independently to try to standardize the field of chiropractic medicine. Dr. Mike Reid 


'^'Donald S. Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life (Colorado Springs, CO:Tyndale 
House Publishers, Inc., 2014), 244 


'^Brown, The Healing Gods, 92-93. 
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wrote an article in the Chiropractic Journal in 2007 entitled, '"The Seven Laws of the 
Power of Attraction," in which he stated, 

Be connected to your universe. Are we as humans having a spiritual experience or 
as many sages would suggest, spirits having a human experience? We must have 
an understanding and faith that we are spiritual beings who are a piece of an entire 
bigger picture with a purpose in life.. .As chiropractors, we already know that the 
universal intelligence lies within us as innate intelligence, causes our heart to beat, 
digest our food, and allows us to think as free people. 

We’ve got to get back into a vibrational alignment where limitations of 
thought don’t exist. This means dumping the ego and pride and sharing our gifts 
of servitude with the universe. 

Dr. Reid has a partial understanding of the spiritual world, but from a Christian 
point-of-view, the universe he is speaking about in his article is the spiritual universe of 
God. Yes, we are spiritual beings when the Holy Spirit dwells within believers, but 
without the Holy Spirit, people are dead spiritually, and therefore, humans cannot 
comprehend the importance of what Dr. Reid is suggesting in his article without the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. He discussed some of the same spiritual disciplines or 
practices in his article as are outlined in Christian literature and the Bible, such as 
meditation, words of affirmation and having a positive outlook on life. These disciplines 
are being utilized in the chiropractic profession as part of this complementary and 
alternative medicine. Dr. Reid also discussed in the article possibilities as to what new 
graduates might be thinking. He stated, 

Graduating from chiropractic college and dreaming about the perfect practice? 
You had a visual of what it looked like.. .the layout, the location of your clinic, 
and perhaps even the number of patients you adjusted per week.. .And how did 
you come by it? Quantum physicists are now discovering that thoughts 
manifested into feeling and resonated in a vibration of love and gratitude fused 
with action steps can help you create the life of your dreams. 


'®Mike Reid, “The Seven Laws of the Power of Attraction,” Chiropractic Journal: A Publication 
of the World Chiropractic Alliance 21, no. 11 (August 2007): 28-29. 


'’Reid, “The Seven Laws,” 28-29. 
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The article above could leave people wondering about the science of quantum 
physics, which gives people the potential for spirituality by having positive thoughts and 
manifesting them. Quantum physics may give the illusion of spirituality, but this is not 
the spirituality of the Christian community. The body of Christ needs to understand the 
importance of spiritual disciplines. It is critical that they are aware of how the practice of 
spiritual disciplines can affect one’s spiritual growth and life. By engaging in this 
practice, believers can ensure the proper application of their spirituality. It is the belief 
that people are more prone to say that they are spiritual rather than Christian based on the 
influences of complementary and alternative medicines and their teachings. The 
similarities between Christianity and complementary and alternative medicines are 
astonishing, but complementary and alternative medicines will not develop a personal 
relationship with God the Father, nor will it provide salvation for the eternal soul. Jesus 
made this point evident in John 14:6, which teaches us that, “Jesus said to him, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” Therefore, 
even though complementary and alternative medicines may have some similarities to 
Christianity, Christians must not be confused; their relationship with God is through 
Jesus Christ. He is our Redeemer, and it is through the Holy Spirit that Christians find 
peace and healing for their inner-being. 

Dr. Brown wrote an article on the power of proximal intercessory prayer in which 
she defines this practice stating. 

Proximal Intercessory Prayer (PIP), a term we coined to refer to direct-contact 
prayer, frequently involving touch, by one or more persons on behalf of another-is 
one of the commonest complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) therapies. 
Pentecostals and Charismatics-the fastest growing subgroups of Christianity-often 
pray for their own healing and request distant intercessory prayer (DIP), but they 
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consider PIP to be particularly efficacious. Pentecostals model PIP on New 
Testament accounts of Jesus and his disciples laying hands on the sick. 
Pentecostals conceptualize the Holy Spirit’s ‘anointing,’ sometimes represented 
by oil, as a tangible, transferable substance, or love energy, communicated 
through human touch. Comparing anointing with electricity or radiation therapy, 
Pentecostals believe efficacy correlates with frequency and length of exposure, 
types of prayers, and ‘faith’ and anointing levels of those receiving and offering 
prayer. Some persons are considered more anointed than others are or as 
‘specialists’ in praying for specific conditions. 

Dr. Brown conducted a study of PIP in four locations in Mozambique on people 

with hearing and vision impairments and the result are astonishing. The prayer teams 

were from the Iris Ministries and Global Awakening at the Charismatic Protestant 

meetings from June 4-12, 2009. The results are as follows: 

Audition, there was a highly significant improvement in hearing across the 18 
ears of 11 subjects (t (10) = 3.93, P < 0.003, two-tailed) and Vision, significant 
visual improvements (both difference and ratio of before vs after) were seen 
across the tested population (Wilcoxon signed rank test z = 2.49, P < 0.02, two- 
tailed).^^ 

The findings of Dr. Brown study support the importance of Christian charismatic healing 
in the twenty-first century. PIP is one of the disciplines that coincides with Christian 
charismatic healing and supports the biblical interpretation for praying for the sick. 

Dr. Brown describes the principles of intercessory prayer in terms of both 
proximal and distant practices within the healing ministry and healing can take place 
without laying hands on someone. The key to any intercessory prayer is to follow the 
leading and guiding of the Holy Spirit, as He knows what to pray for and which type of 


'^Candy Gunther Brown, Stephen C. Mory, Rebecca Williams and Michael J. McClymond, “Study 
of the Therapeutic Effects of Proximal Intercessory Prayer (STEPP) on Auditory and Visual Impairments 
in Rural Mozambique,” Southern Medical Journal 103, (September 9, 2010): 864-869, 
accessed November 12, 2015, http://www.docvadis.es/jorge-cordero/document/jorge- 
cordero/estudio_de_los_efectos_terap_uticos_de_la_oraci_n_de_intercesi_n_proximal_en_discapacidades_ 
auditiva_y_visual_en_la_zona_rural_de_mozambique/fr/metadata/files/0/file/Study_of_the_Therapeutic_E 
ffects_of_Proximal.5 .pdf. 

'^Brown, “Study of the Therapeutic Effects,” 866. 
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prayer to utilize in the situation. Specific types of prayer include intercessory, petition 
and command. Dr. Brown has focused her discussion on intercessory prayer; there are 
also times when one petitions God for a particular area in their life and asks Him to 
intervene on their behalf. The other type of prayer, command prayer, is associated with 
deliverance. Collaboration is vital within the healing ministry to ensure that the person 
receives the healing or deliverance that God has designed for them. While it is true that 
intercessory prayer requires a deep spiritual relationship, and anointing from the Holy 
Spirit for those involved to receive the sensitivity and compassion that God intends, this 
is also true for those involved in healing ministry. Since life and death depend on the 
effectiveness of the individual participating in the intercessory prayer or the healing 
ministry, the question of whether he or she has surrendered to God is of importance. The 
surrendering does not depend 100% on the individual, but the answer to prayer is based 
on the mercy, grace, and love of God. This partnership requires that the person has a 
continuous personal relationship with God, and the spiritual disciplines are activated in 
that person’s life. 

Dr. Deepak Chopra speaks about a patient named Chitra, who had breast cancer, 

and the cancer metastasized to her lungs. Chitra’s oncologist wanted her to receive 

another round of chemotherapy and Dr. Chopra’s response to her was as follows: 

I told her that her cancer was not just a physical disease but a holistic one. Her 
whole body knew she had cancer and was suffering from it; a tissue sample taken 
from her lungs would show that malignant cells had migrated there while a 
sample from her liver would be negative. Yet, her liver had the same blood 
coursing through it, and, therefore, it picked up the signals of disease that were 
coming from the lungs. This, in turn, affected its own functions.^*’ 


^"Deepak Chopra, Quantum Healing: Exploring the Frontiers of Mind/Body Medicine (New York, 
NY; Bantam Books, a division of Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing Group, Inc., 1989), 10-11. 
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What a powerful confirmation by Dr. Chopra; he is clarifying the importance of 
understanding that all diseases affect the whole body. Therefore, treatment needs to 
include every aspect of the person’s body, not just the particular area that the disease is 
affecting; ultimately it is affecting the entire body. The human body is tremendously 
complex, but the mind and spirit of a person are crucial in the healing process. According 
to Dr. Chopra holistic treatment 

which tends to offend orthodox doctors, simply means an approach that includes 
the mind and body together. I believe Ayurveda does this better than any 
alternative, although it may not be very apparent on the surface. In fact, many 
well-publicized mind-body techniques such as hypnosis and biofeedback are far 
more flashy than Ayurveda.^' 

Dr. Chopra provides an additional definition of Ayurveda in the following text. 

He states, 

Ayurveda is commonly classified as a system of medicine, but with equal justice, 
you could call it a system for curing delusions, for stripping away the convincing 
quality of disease and letting a healthier reality take its place. (The name itself 
suggests that Ayurveda is meant to be medicine in the broadest sense. It comes 
from two Sanskrit roots, Ayus, or ‘life,’ and Veda, which means either 
‘knowledge’ or ‘science.’ The literal meaning, then, is ‘science of life’). 

Ayurveda may be a new concept to the reader, it’s a practice that involves 

spending time talking with the patient and convincing them that healing starts in the mind 

which is an exciting notion. Our thoughts are a powerful weapon, but they can also be a 

detriment to our well-being when the Holy Spirit is not active and participating in the 

lives of the believers. Our thoughts can be misleading and momentary and can lead us 

down the wrong path to destruction without the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Romans 

12:1-2 tells believers. 


Chopra, Quantum Healing, 11. 
^^Chopra, Quantum Healing, 189. 
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I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God. 

The Bible teaches Christians to renew their minds daily through praying 
continuously to keep negative chatter out of their lives. When one receives negative 
words from family or friends, or an undesirable report from a doctor, one is challenged to 
accept the report that would ultimately change their perspective, or remember that God is 
able and willing to do the impossible in one’s life. The only way to insulate oneself from 
negative chatter is to stay focused on the Word of God through prayer, meditation and 
daily reading of the Bible. As stated earlier, the Bible stresses the importance of renewing 
our mind daily; this alleviates the negativity that surrounds us in our society via media, 
social networks, and daily living. The world needs positive reinforcement in the news, 
and more focus on the beautiful things that surround us every day as well as the abundant 
daily blessings that occur. Christians can make a difference through sharing the love and 
the good news of the kingdom of God. 

In Matthew 22:28 Jesus teaches that “you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind” and Deuteronomy 6:5 says, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength.” The mind and body are connected; therefore, when one aspect of a person is 
being treated, the doctor, therapist, psychologist and/or clergy person must consider the 
whole person’s psychological, emotional, physical and spiritual well-being. Wholeness is 
the purpose of the healing ministry that Jesus commissioned the church to perform. 

Naturopathic medicine is the final secular discipline that this section addressed. 
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Naturopathic medicine has roots in ancient medical practice and draws upon the 
healing traditions of many cultures, including the Ayurvedic tradition of India and 
traditional Chinese medicine...Naturopathic medicine teaching his students to 
‘first do no harm’ and to recognize that all healing occurs through the healing 
power of nature. 

Naturopathic medicine is a primary health care system that closely approximates 
that of holistic medicine espoused by the American Holistic Medical Association 
(AHMA), in that it employs a comprehensive, multifactorial approach to the 
diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of disease, with an emphasis on treating the 
whole person.^^^ 

Larry Trivieri explains the importance of credentials, and states. 

Naturopathic medicine has, since the 1980s, enjoyed a resurgence in popularity. 
Because of this resurgence, however, a number of correspondence schools now 
offer N.D. degrees that in no way match the rigorous medical degree programs 
offered by the three naturopathic colleges currently accredited in the United 
States. Because of this discrepancy, the American Association of Naturopathic 
Physicians (AANP) is actively involved in working to ensure that practitioners 
who call themselves naturopathic physicians meet the standards of these colleges 
while working to gain licensing for N.D.’s in all fifty states. 

Christians also need credentials to ensure that their theology matches up with the 

Word of God. It is imperative that the body of Christ be concerned with salvation, but we 

must fulfill the mandates of Jesus Christ which include teaching, preaching, and healing 

with the power and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. This does not necessarily mean that 

everyone is going to be healed who receives prayer, and it does not alleviate the 

commandment to pray for the sick. The body of Jesus Christ must be cognizant that 

healing is ultimately the responsibility of the Holy Spirit. We are just instruments being 


^^Larry Trivieri and the American Holistic Medical Association, The American Holistic Medical 
Association Guide to Holistic Health: Healing Therapies for Optimal Wellness (New York, NY: John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2001), 258. 

^‘’Trivieri and the American Holistic Medical Association, American Holistic, 256. 

^^Trivieri and the American Hohstic Medical Association, American Holistic, 256-257. 
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utilized by the Holy Spirit to do the work that God has called us to perform. There is a lot 
of skepticism with regard to healing ministry; some people have discredited the healing 
ministry of the church. Nevertheless, when anything new is being developed, there is 
always someone trying to take advantage of the desperation of people looking for a 
miracle. 

Jesus taught the disciples for three and a half years, and then on the day of 
Pentecost, they had the boldness to step out and demonstrate the marvelous works of the 
Holy Spirit. The body of Christ does need to be trained in the movement and functions of 
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit determines who is going to receive the gifts of the Spirit, 
and Christians, in healing ministry, must not harm people by declaring that they are 
healed when they are not. Perhaps one reason people believe in cessationism because 
there is so much false teaching on the magnificent signs and wonders of the Holy Spirit. 
The biblical principles of the signs and wonders demonstrated by the Holy Spirit need to 
be taught in the Christian community. 

There is no profession, including the medical profession, that has 100% accuracy 
in their diagnostic approach to healing or attempts to cure disease or illness. Therefore, 
the body of Christ should not be ashamed if not all of those who are prayed for receive 
healing of their physical conditions. Who is to say that they have not been healed 
emotionally, psychologically, or spiritually in such a way that they can accept whatever is 
going to transpire in their lives. Medical professionals understand that they may not cure 
everyone; there are times when they just prescribe supportive care. 

Supportive care is nothing more than making the patient comfortable and 
accepting the fact that they are dying. Even the alternative methods are accepting of the 
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fact that they are limited in their experience or education, and there are times when death 
is inevitable. None of our efforts involving alternative medicine, traditional medicine or 
the spiritual gifts of healing, such as the laying on of hands, can supersede God’s plan. 
The ebb and flow of life are affirmed by God’s compassion, grace, and faithfulness. 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 states, “To everything, there is a season, A time for every purpose 
under heaven: A time to be bom. And a time to die; A time to plant. And a time to pluck 
what is planted.” The Christian body must accept the fact that people are going to die 
even when they have received prayer, but God is still faithful and loving. 

Conclusion 

The purpose of this theological foundation chapter two was to evaluate Benjamin 
B. Warfield’s pneumatology in comparison with the Christian charismatic biblical 
theology of pneumatology. Warfield’s point-of-view on cessationism has been shown to 
be invalid because he has no biblical or historical foundation on which to base his claim 
that the charismata of signs and wonders ceased with the apostolic age. Augustine, in his 
youth, believed in cessationism also, but as an older man of the gospel, he changed his 
point-of-view and welcomed the charismata of signs and wonders in the modem church. 

Cessationism ignores the ministry of Jesus Christ as depicted in Matthew 4:23, 
“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the 
people.” Jesus’ ministry consisted of three parts, teaching, preaching, and healing, and if 
one ignores the power of the Holy Spirit through the charismata of signs and wonders. 
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one would be nullifying one-third of His ministry. That is a significant part of the 
ministry of the kingdom of God. 

The Scripture in John 14:12 says, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes 
in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do 
because I go to My Father.” In addition, Mark 16:17-18 says, “And these signs will 
follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with 
new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no 
means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” Jesus gave every 
believer these promises, but Warfield is denying one-third of Jesus’ ministry under the 
guise of cessationism. These Scriptures have clearly established that all believers are able 
to pray for the sick. 

In Theological Foundations II, other disciplines such as yoga, chiropractic, 
proximal intercessory prayer, Ayurveda and naturopathic medicine under the 
complementary and alternative medicine healing practices were reviewed as to whether 
they offer some physical, mental and emotional healing. It was further discussed that 
some also allude to spiritual healing. These practices, however, are not the same as 
Christian biblical practices that cultivate spiritual growth through the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. All of the other disciplines that were discussed have some great techniques 
and practices that will help individuals to center on their personal strength; the difference 
is that the Holy Spirit will guide believers into all truth. Therefore, Christian practice is 
not so much about individuality; it is about having a personal relationship with God the 
Father. Spiritual disciplines teach the Christian community to develop oneness through 
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the Holy Spirit with Jesus Christ, and that a relationship with Jesus Christ will ultimately 
glorify God the Father. 

Setting out to answer the question of whether the healing ministry should be an 
essential part of ministry in the twenty-first century. The answer that has been revealed is 
a resounding yes because wholeness is the purpose of healing ministry in the lives of 
every believer. The healing ministry of Union Bethel AME Church complies and emulate 
the ministry of Jesus Christ. The proposed ministry is concerned with more than the 
physical aspect of the person; the congregation would look at the fullness of God 
operating and manifesting His glory to heal people from past experiences of mental, 
spiritual or emotional trauma in addition to physical healing. It is the goal of the ministry 
that every member reaches wholeness in God. The process of developing the healing 
ministry would involve asking God to teach the members at Union Bethel AME Church 
about the wholeness as described in John 10:10, which promised, “I have come that they 
may have life and that they may have it more abundantly.” 

Through the process of researching and developing the four foundation chapters, 
the best model for Union Bethel was discovered, and that model was the Christian 
Charismatic Healing Ministry. The proposed project provided training on some of the 
Spirit’s gifts, such as discernment and words of knowledge. Training was also provided 
regarding the importance of having a personal relationship with God through the practice 
of spiritual disciplines such has prayer, worship, evangelism, fasting, silence, and 
solitude, as well as the five-step model for teaching techniques of praying for the sick. 



CHAPTER SIX 


PROJECT ANALYSIS 

This is the final stage of the project, and it is the heart of the project, wherein all 
aspects are discussed in depth. Enrollment was open to all members of the Union Bethel 
AME Church, and as the news spread in the community about the project, people started 
inquiring about how they could join. The purpose was to investigate and develop the 
sensitivity of the Holy Spirit as He leads and guides us through our everyday lives and we 
learn this process of how to pray for the sick while utilizing the spiritual disciplines. 

Due to the level of community enthusiasm, the project evolved into two groups, 
and ultimately looked not only at the dynamics within Union Bethel AME Church, but 
also extended to the needs of the community of Great Ealls, Montana. When people have 
a desire to know more about God and a desire to learn, how could the answer be no, 
especially when the whole purpose was to be governed by the movement of the Holy 
Spirit? When people were approached regarding the training, the only reasonable answer 
was yes. This project provided a demonstration and a learning opportunity for all 
interested participants of Union Bethel AME Church. While there are times when we 
have our perspective on how we want to accomplish the task, the Holy Spirit will 
interject His desires. As followers of Jesus Christ, we had only one conclusion or option, 
and that was to be obedient to the directions of the Holy Spirit; this is the premise of the 
training. As Christians seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we can only act according 
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to His desires in total obedience, because we do not fully comprehend the consequences 
when we do not follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Thus, the Holy Spirit interjected 
His desires to expand this project beyond the original proposal for Union Bethel AME 
Church. 

The structures for the two groups followed the guidelines outlined below. With 
the exception of the retreat and the Good Friday service, all of the participants were 
present. Of the two people who did not attend the Good Friday service, one was a 
member of Union Bethel AME Church, and the other was a participant from out-of-state. 
The first group consisted of only members from Union Bethel AME Church, which was 
four individuals and they met on Wednesday evenings. The second group was composed 
of two individuals from other churches within the community of Great Falls, Montana 
and the other person from out-of-state, and they met on Friday evenings. The participant 
from out-of-state met with the Friday group via Free ConferenceCall.com. 

The first section of this chapter will be a discussion of the methodology that was 
utilized in this program. The discussion will include analyzing the pre-questionnaire, the 
post questionnaire; the personal journals maintained throughout the process, the personal 
interviews, and the observation of the retreat and the Good Friday service. In addition to 
analyzing this information, there was a comparison of the reactions to the program. The 
data will underscore the importance of expanding this project beyond the walls of Union 
Bethel AME Church. 

NVivo software was utilized for data collection, to analyze and structure the data, 
and to provide a thorough and impartial evaluation. In addition to this software, John W. 
CreswelTs textbook was used as a supporting reference guide. By using these research 
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tools, the data accumulated and collected has thoroughly been saturated with the coding 
methods of qualitative analysis. 

This project is utilizing action research versus traditional research and is invested 

in developing a living theory of practice that will be transformational in the lives of the 

participants. Jean McNiff and Jack Whitehead state that, 

A distinction has been made between traditional forms of research, which focus 
on manipulating variables in order to demonstrate a causal relationship between 
them, and action research, which focuses on improving practice. The point is also 
made that traditional research tends to be conducted from an outsider perspective, 
thus generating propositional theories about practices, whereas action research is 
conducted from an insider perspective, thus generating living theories of 
practices.^ 

The project implementation section includes a discussion of both of the 
participant groups. This section provides an in-depth discussion of the research findings, 
describing how the individuals interacted with the material and how the participants 
received the information. Observations of how the participants interacted with each other 
as it relates to praying for each other and implementing the techniques of the spiritual 
disciplines are described. The Scripture and practical application of the spiritual 
disciplines served as the foundations for each of the training sessions. The last thirty 
minutes of each training session were designed to promote practical application and 
discussion of the lesson. Each person could select a Scripture or a word that was 
considered in the practice time to meditate on for ten minutes then sit quietly to see what 
the Holy Spirit was saying to them. Journal writing was the next step in the process; 
participants were asked to write in their journals about what they sensed from the Holy 
Spirit, or insight they received through the training process. 


'Jean McNiff and Jack Whitehead, You and Your Action Research Project, 3*^^ ed. (New York, 
NY; Routledge, 2010), 24. 
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The Summary of Learning section includes what the individuals learned, and how 
it affected their overall growth. Evidence of growth was considered to be apparent in the 
questions he or she was asking and the interaction that the participants demonstrated 
throughout the training process. The Summary of Learning is critical to the validation of 
the whole process because it provides a discussion of what the participants learned, 
received and the development in each participant’s personal walk throughout this process. 
Specifically, was everyone transparent and self-aware of their development throughout 
this process, including their personal journal entries? 

The conclusion explains the overall interpretation of the effectiveness of the 
training modules in regard to praying for the sick. It also includes areas within the project 
that could be improved and/or issues within the project that may be excluded from the 
process in the future. Ultimately, the evolutionary process and success of the training 
component of praying for the sick are evident. 

Hypothesis 

The hypothesis was would the participants develop a servant’s heart, as well as 
the lifestyle of spiritual disciplines and a willingness to pray for the sick and deliverance 
in the church and community. It was the hope that the results would demonstrate the 
activation of the healing power of the Holy Spirit within Union Bethel AME Church and 
in people being healed. The project was designed to explore whether or not the 
congregation was willing to be transformed by showing compassion and support to those 
in need of healing and encouragement. The goal was to assess the level of response and 
commitment of the participants to pray for the sick in the church and the community and 
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to follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit, thus demonstrating a willingness to act. In 
other words, the willingness to act is considered evidence of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the congregation. Two critical questions designed to assess evidence of the Holy 
Spirit are as following: What evidence is there that the believers know the Holy Spirit is 
moving in a precise way, and, what are some of the changes observed in the participants 
in this project? The success of the project was directly linked to the participants’ 
reflections and observations regarding their participation, as well as the demonstrations of 
acts of caring for the sick. The project activated a deeper desire for the Holy Spirit within 
the participants, as well as a new awareness of the life-changing process involving 
spiritual discipleship. 


Methodology 

This is a qualitative research project utilizing grounded theory to assess project 
effectiveness. Barney G. Glaser and Anselm L. Strauss stated in their book that grounded 
theory 


is about discovering theory from data, what they call grounded theory. The major 
strategy they use is a general method of comparative analysis. They argue that 
much of current research is primarily the verification of theory or the 
development of theory through logical deduction rather than from the 
experimental data itself. 

The theory, as an approach, is grounded in data that is systematically gathered and 
analyzed. The grounded theory approach was used with the emphasis on open coding. 
John W. Creswell described the grounded theory as “a design of inquiry from sociology 


^Barney G. Glaser and Anselm L. Strauss, The Discovery of Grounded Theory: Strategies for 
Qualitative Research (Chicago, IL; Aldine Publishing Company, 1967), accessed October 29, 2016, 
http://faculty.babson.edu/krollag/org_site/craft_articles/glaser_strauss.html. 
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in which the researcher derives a general, abstract theory of a process, action, or 
interaction grounded in the views of participants.”^ Open coding is one aspect of 
grounded theory which structures the data by categorizing the information from the 
participants. Open coding was utilized until saturation occurred and no more new insight 
is available. Saturation is the key ingredient that indicates coding is completed. 

Therefore, reviewing the sources of data over and over until no fresh insight was 
available."^ 

In this research project, data was collected using a pre-questionnaire, and a post 
questionnaire. Also, personal journals were maintained throughout the process, and data 
was also obtained through face-to-face interviews, and observations made during the 
retreat and Good Friday Service. The qualitative designing for this project utilized NVivo 
11 Pro for Windows and John W. Creswell’s book covering “Table 9.1 - A Checklist of 
Questions for Designing a Qualitative Procedure”^ to ensure that the methodology section 
was thorough and complete. Inductive data analysis utilizing NVivo 11 Pro for Windows 
was used, as the software was recommended as the most efficient and systematic 
approach to analyzing the extensive amount of data that was collected during the project. 

NVivo 11 Pro for Windows is designed to remove the fog in the analytical 
process of interpreting all the data that was collected. NVivo 11 Pro for Windows 


^John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches 
(Thousand Oaks, CA; Sage Publications, Inc., 2014), 14. 

“^Creswell, Research Design, 189. She used her own wording, but the thought came from John W. 
Creswell regarding the grounded theory and saturation coding and Graham R. Gibbs (video), “Grounded 
Theory - Open Coding Part I,” accessed September 22, 2016, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gn7Pr8M_Gu8, regarding the grounded theory, open coding and 
saturation coding. 


^Creswell, Research Design, 183-184. 
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categorizes data into nodes. The nodes have attributes, which determines the parent node 


based on the frequency or similarities of that attribute, and then those attributes can have 
child nodes. An example in the use of NVivo would be “when the parent node has 
‘aggregation’ turned on, any content coded at the child nodes is rolled-up into the parent 
node.”^ It is the same principle as if there was major and minor themes or categories, and 
subcategories in the data analysis. 

Johnny Saldana describes attribute coding as, 

appropriate for virtually all qualitative studies, but particularly for those with 
multiple participants and sites, and studies with a wide variety of data forms (e.g., 
interview transcripts, field notes, journals, documents, diaries, correspondence, 
artifacts, video). 

Attribute coding is good qualitative data management and provides 
essential participant information and contexts for analysis and interpretation.^ 

NVivo was used to organize, analyze and find parent nodes or themes within the 
data. The data sources for the project are specifically the pre-questionnaire, the post¬ 
questionnaire; the personal journals maintained throughout the process, the personal 
interviews, and observations of behaviors at the retreat and Good Friday Service. 
Organizing the data into the coding structure and the holistic account allowed the 
information to emerge from the data. In this case, the emerging themes were Growth, 
Spiritual Disciplines, and the Trinity. These three categories are the main themes or 
parent nodes as listed in NVivo. 


^QSR International, “NVivo 11 Pro for Windows,” QSR International, 26, aceessed Oetober 5, 
2016, http;//download.qsrinternational.com/Document/NVivol 1/11.3.0/en-US/NVivol 1-Getting-Started- 
Guide-Pro-edition.pdf. 

’Johnny Saldana, The Coding Manual for Qualitative Researchers (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE 
Publications Inc., 2016), 83. 
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The Researcher's Role 

The project was crucial to the success that every aspect was covered according to 
the specifications of United Theological Seminary. Jean McNiff and Jack Whitehead 
state that “the action of action research is always about improving practice; however, 
practice is understood. Processes of social improvement begin with personal 
improvement, and personal improvement is grounded in personal learning.”^ The 
aspiration of this project is educating the participants on the importance of praying for the 
sick and utilizing the spiritual disciplines. 

The pastor of Union Bethel AME Church had access to all the members of the 
church and was familiar with one of the participants from the community. An additional 
participant was a woman that attended an event sponsored by the library in Great Falls, 
Montana. The participant from out-of-state is personally known to the researcher. There 
is a compelling need for the members of Union Bethel AME Church to develop a 
servant’s heart, as well as lifestyles based on spiritual disciplines and willingness to pray 
for the sick. Therefore, this project provided the capability to ascertain whether 
perceptions were correct. The research question was the driving force for this study. 

The eight-week training sessions and the Good Friday service were held at Union 
Bethel AME Church, and the weekend retreat was held at another location, away from 
the church’s property. The weekend retreat took place at a local monastery in Great Falls, 
Montana. The rationale for choosing the church for the training sessions was based on the 
easy accessibility. The retreat location was selected because it was a beautiful, isolated 
facility. The facility and the food were provided. The process of moving to a relaxed, 


^McNiff and Whitehead, You and Your Action Research, 19. 
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open environment allowed participants to come together with a common goal and 
minimized the distraction, which in turn allowed participants to be open and able to focus 
on the project. 

At the end of the eight consecutive weeks of training and the Good Friday service, 
there was a forty-five-day interval during which the participants were asked to reflect on 
what they had learned. The reflection period was designed to capture data that would be 
useful for verifying whether the training was successful. It was also designed to assess 
whether the trainees would continue with the spiritual disciplines without any further 
instruction. After the forty-five days, each intern turned in his or her personal journal, the 
completed post-questionnaire and participated in a personal interview. After the 
interview, the data was compiled, including reflection on the training process, and the 
insights gained. 


Data Collection 

All participants volunteered to participate in this study. The Friday session at the 
retreat was conducted and the purpose and process of the study were explained, the 
personal journals were distributed and the four other forms which included the Pre- 
Questionnaire, The Training Group Covenant, The Privacy and Confidentiality 
Agreement, and The Human Subjects in DMin Research and Final Document Agreement. 
Each participant agreed to sign and returned those forms. Three of the forms were created 
with the hope that the participants would be candid in their answers without any fear of 
retaliation. The Human Subjects in DMin Research and Final Document Agreement was 


received by United Theological Seminary. For purposes of this research project. 
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confidentiality meant that each participant could be candid as they shared information, 
and whatever was disclosed would stay within the group that was present at the time of 
the discussion. 

Data was collected using a video recording system during the first two hours of 
sessions on Saturday, February 6, 2016, at the retreat. It was during these two sessions 
that the behaviors of each participant were observed. There were no pre-conceived 
questions in mind during the process of watching the trainees. The data accumulated was 
solely specific to the behavior and the interaction of each participant as they received 
instructions from facilitators. 

The final data collected consisted of the personal journals, a post-questionnaire, 
and the personal interviews. The personal interviews were audio recorded, and a third 
party transcribed the audio recordings. The use of a third-party to transcribe the audio 
recordings added credibility and accuracy in gathering the data. The personal journals 
were also transcribed, and the purpose for this was to import the information into NVivo. 
Both questionnaires were imported into the NVivo software. 

Coding Process 

The coding process consisted of analyzing the three sources of data, which were 
the two questionnaires, individual journals, and personal interviews, along with 
observations from the retreat and Good Friday service. During the coding process, nodes 
were developed and references for each of the sources of data gathered from the 
participants. For example, when coding a participant’s journal, the first time a word or 
phrase pertaining to the research question was used; it was counted as one node and one 
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reference. Each subsequent time that same word or phrase was used, it would count as a 

reference only for that particular participant and source of data. Once all the coding had 

been completed, a word query was performed to analyze the common words or phrases 

that each member used. The nodes were reviewed to ascertain which ones were repetitive 

or similar, from that information the child nodes were created. Emerging from the data 

revealed the child nodes and the parent nodes. The parent nodes for this study were 

Growth, Spiritual Disciplines, and the Trinity. Each node has a reference indicator, which 

reflects the number of times a particular word or phrase was used within that node. In 

examining the coding for AJ-P2’s personal journal, she had 23 nodes and 1,225 

references from that one source of data. 

Analyzing the data with queries, memos and then refining the coding of nodes, 

and visuals gave the ability to visualize the growth in each of the participants. Growth 

was determined by the use of words or phrases represented in the nodes under Growth, 

Spiritual Disciplines, and Trinity. After analyzing these different nodes, it was 

determined that the participants were expressing growth throughout the data. Word 

queries or query were utilized to find the similarities or common usage of words by the 

participants. The word queries assisted with the structure of the nodes or themes in the 

project. NVivo provided memos writing spaces that collected thoughts, comments, 

insights or reflection throughout the coding processes. This process assisted in refining 

the nodes. Visualizations and results provided clarification and resulted in distinct reports 

that validated the proposal and findings as outlined below: 

NVivo and qualitative research: Many qualitative researchers are interested in 
evaluating, interpreting and explaining social phenomena. They analyze data from 
interviews, surveys, field notes, web pages, and journal articles-and they work in 
a range of sectors; from social science and education to healthcare and business. 



142 


Support for your chosen methodology: NVivo doesn’t favor a particular 
methodology. 

It is designed to facilitate common qualitative techniques for organizing, 
analyzing and sharing data-no matter what method you use. Researchers usually 
adopt a qualitative methodology to suit their research question. For example, a 
social scientist wanting to develop new concepts or hypotheses may take a 
‘grounded theory’ approach. A health researcher looking for ways to improve 
policy or program design might use ‘evaluation methods.'^ 


Data Analysis and Interpretation 

NVivo was the software that was utilized in gathering, performing the coding 
mechanism and the data analysis. The first step was to purchase the software and then to 
set up the project in NVivo 11 Pro for Windows. The next step was to set up the sources 
and under the internal sources tab, each participant is listed. Each participant was 
assigned an identifying name associated with their original name, so each person’s 
identity was preserved within the software. There were seven participants, and their 
project names are AJ-Pl through AJ-PIO. There were originally ten participates, but three 
left the study within the first week. All the data collected from the participants were listed 
under their project name in NVivo. A table listing all the data sources collected within 
this project follows. 


®QSR International, “NVivo 11 Pro for Windows,” 5. 




143 


Table 6. All Data Sources. 


Name 

Nodes 

References 

Created Qn 

Created By 

Modified Qn 

Modified By 


■ AJ- PI - Journal 

17 

358 

9/20/2016 7:16 PM 

AJ 

9/22/2016 3:30 PM 

AJ 

• 

I AJ-Pl - Post-Questionnaire 

18 

75 

9/13/20169:46 AM 

AJ 

9/15/2016 9:26 AM 

AJ 

• 

1 AJ-Pl - Pre-Questionnaire 

15 

63 

9/13/2016 9:45 AM 

AJ 

9/13/2016 10:19 AM 

AJ 

• 

1 AJ-Pl Personal Inten/iew 

104 

447 

9/23/2016 7:34 AM 

AJ 

9/23/2016 10:50 PM 

AJ 

• 

1 AJ-P2 - Journal 

23 

1225 

9/13/20169:50 AM 

AJ 

9/15/2016 5:31 PM 

AJ 

• 

] AJ-P2 - Post-Questionnaire 

21 

78 

9/13/20169:49 AM 

AJ 

9/15/2016 9:54 AM 

AJ 

• 

] AJ-P2 - Pre-Qestionnaire 

16 

65 

9/13/20169:49 AM 

AJ 

9/15/2016 9:47 AM 

AJ 

• 

1AJ-P2 Personal Inten/iew 

64 

358 

9/23/2016 7:38 AM 

AJ 

9/24/2016 1:43 PM 

AJ 

• 

I AJ-P6 - Journal 

20 

582 

9/13/2016 9:55 AM 

AJ 

9/15/2016 5:31 PM 

AJ 

• 

1 AJ-P6 - Post-Questionnaire 

13 

62 

9/13/20169:54 AM 

AJ 

9/15/2016 1:26 PM 

AJ 

• 

1 AJ-P6 - Pre-Questionnaire 

11 

32 

9/13/2016 9:53 AM 

AJ 

9/15/2016 1:14 PM 

AJ 

• 

1AJ-P6 Personal Inten/iew 

82 

318 

9/23/2016 7:42 AM 

AJ 

9/27/2016 10:24 AM 

AJ 

• 

') AJ-P7 - Journal 

19 

949 

9/13/20169:57 AM 

AJ 

9/15/2016 5:32 PM 

AJ 

• 

1 AJ-P7 - Post-Questionnaire 

14 

29 

9/13/20169:56 AM 

AJ 

9/13/2016 9:57 AM 

AJ 

i 

1 AJ-P7 - Pre-Questionnaire 

11 

30 

9/13/20169:55 AM 

AJ 

9/15/2016 2:38 PM 

AJ 

• 

1 AJ-P7 Personal Inten/iew 

80 

434 

9/23/2016 7:43 AM 

AJ 

9/30/2016 6:47 PM 

AJ 

• 

' AJ-P8 - Journal 

18 

309 

9/13/2016 10:00 AM 

AJ 

9/22/2016 9:56 PM 

AJ 

• 

^ AJ-P8 - Post-Questionnaire 

16 

59 

9/13/20169:59 AM 

AJ 

9/15/20164:48 PM 

AJ 

f 

] AJ-P8 - Pre-Questionnaire 

8 

12 

9/13/20169:58 AM 

AJ 

9/13/2016 10:00 AM 

AJ 

• 

1 AJ-P8 Personal Inten/iew 

70 

429 

9/23/2016 8:39 AM 

AJ 

9/29/2016 2:23 PM 

AJ 

t 






! AJ-P3 - Pre-Questionnaire 

13 

58 

9/13/2016 9:51 AM 

AJ 

9/15/2016 1:00 PM 

AJ 

m 

1AJ-P3 Personal Inten/iew 

82 

547 

9/23/2016 8:55 AM 

AJ 

9/30/2016 6:06 PM 

AJ 

i 

i AJ-P5 - Post-Questionnaire 

11 

22 

9/13/20169:52AM 

AJ 

9/13/2016 9:53 AM 

AJ 

• 

1 AJ-P5 Personal Inten/iew 

46 

153 

9/23/2016 7:40 AM 

AJ 

9/24/2016 5:19 PM 

AJ 

• 

1 Retreat Training on Silence 

7 

9 

9/29/2016 3:35 PM 

AJ 

9/29/2016 7:02 PM 

AJ 


1 Retreat Training on Meditation 

6 

8 

9/29/2016 3:43 PM 

AJ 

9/29/2016 6:24 PM 

AJ 



Source Data from NVivo 


All the required information was completed by participants AJ-Pl, AJ-P2, AJ-P6, 
AJ-P7, and AJ-P8. AJ-P3 completed the pre-questionnaire and scheduled a personal 
interview. AJ-P5 completed the post-questionnaire and scheduled a personal interview. 
The internal source tab contains the two video recordings of the retreat. 
























144 


Using the NVivo software, the next item developed was the classifications, and 
under that tab is the case classification which consists of two cases. The first case was 
identified as groups and consists of the pre-questionnaire and the post-questionnaire 
questions that were closed ended. The techniques of the cases had the capabilities of 
coding all the responses in a more accurate way and was analyzed later. The second case 
is called participants, and it contains the gender, church membership, and city and state 
location. The rationale for the second case is the four church locations, two sites that 
participated in this study and the data could be analyzed separately. A table of the 
classifications is provided below: 


Table 6.0. Classification Nodes 



Name 

Created On 

Created By 

Modified On 

Modified By 



Tj) Group 

9/19/2016 7:54 AM 

AJ 

9/23/2016 9:05 AM 

AJ 





Name 

Type 

Created On 

Created By 

Modified On 

Modified By 


Members of Union Bethel 

Text 

9/19/20167 

57 AM 

AJ 

9/19/201611:02 AM 

AJ 


Non-Members of Union Bethel 

Text 

9/19/20167 

58 AM 

AJ 

10/3/201610:39 AM 

AJ 


Lived in Great Falls, Montana 

Text 

9/19/20168 

PAM 

AJ 

9/19/2016 8:09 AM 

AJ 


Lived in Buffalo, New York 

Text 

9/19/20168 

15AM 

AJ 

9/19/20168:11 AM 

AJ 


How Long Have You Attended The Local Church Text 

9/19/20168 

PAM 

AJ 

9/19/2016 8:23 AM 

AJ 


How Often Do You Attend Your Local Church 

Text 

9/19/20168 

20 AM 

AJ 

9/19/2016 8:20 AM 

AJ 


Been a Christian for 

Text 

9/19/20168 

20 AM 

AJ 

9/19/2016 8:05 AM 

AJ 


Overall Relationship with God 

Text 

9/19/20168 

21AM 

AJ 

9/19/2016 8:07 AM 

AJ 

' 

Participants 9/19/2016 7:54 AM 

AJ 

9/27/20163 

46 PM 

AJ 





Name 

Type 

Created On 


Created By 

Modified On 

Modified By 


Gender 

Text 

9/19/2016 7:56 AM 

AJ 

9/19/2016 7:59 AM 

AJ 


Age 

Text 

9/27/2016 3:46 PM 

AJ 

9/27/2016 3:46 PM 

AJ 


Source: Data from NVivo 


The next step in this process was to import each participant’s information into the 
NVivo software. The information was converted into an MS Word document and then 
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imported into the software. Each entry of the personal journals was typed utilizing MS 
Word and then imported into NVivo. The pre-questionnaire and the post-questionnaire 
were retyped using the original MS Word document forms. The personal interviews were 
transcribed by a third-party and then imported into NVivo. Each source of information 
collected was then coded in NVivo. 

Many hours were spent learning the NVivo software through modules provided 
by the software company and purchasing additional training aids to ensure that the 
software was used correctly. The process of analyzing this data was crucial to ensure that 
the level of expertise was established. That level of expertise was obtained through 
purchasing additional training sessions so that the support staff from NVivo could view 
the screen and determine that information was imported correctly. These steps allowed 
the data from the NVivo software to be accurate. 

What are the relevancies of these parent nodes? The parent nodes are like a file 
cabinet where all similar words or phrases are collected. It was important to examine the 
parent node identified as growth with respect to the questions: How do you measure 
someone’s spiritual growth? The table below depicts the importance of the nodes, 
specifically under the parent node which consisted of 581 nodes. 


Table 6.1. Growth - Parent Node and the References Numbers 


Faitb 

Forgiveness 

Healing & 
Deliverances 

Prayer 

Language 

Reflection 
/ Insight 

Testimony 

Growth 

71 

2 

160 

43 

235 

5 

65 


Source: Data from NVivo 
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Growth 

It was determined that the word growth was utilized sixty-five times by the 
participants according to the data received. The researcher examined the seven groups of 
nodes listed above and ascertained the information represented that there was growth. 
This is how the parent node was used for the study. The word query demonstrated which 
of the participants utilized the words and the three most critical nodes for growth: 
Reflection/Insight, Healing and Deliverance, and Faith. The word query analyzed which 
participant showed the greatest growth in the study. 


Table 6.1.1. Growth - Three Most Participants 


Participant Name 

Source 

Reflection / 
Insight 

Healing & 
Deliverance 

Faith 

AJ-P2 

Journal 

71 



AJ-P7 

Journal 

35 



AJ-P6 

Journal 

31 



AJ-P8 

Personal 

Interview 


23 


AJ-P6 

Journal 


16 


AJ-P8 

Journal 


10 


AJ-Pl 

Journal 



14 

AJ-P2 

Journal 



11 

AJ-P7 

Journal 



11 


Source: Data from NVivo 


The illustration below depicts how the nodes were analyzed; an example is taken 


from the reflection/insight entry of AJ-P2’s journal: 
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Lastly, I have been waking up at 2, 3 a.m. to go to the bathroom and then I have a 
hard time going back to sleep. So, I ended up being on my phone and staying up 
longer than I should. Well, tonight I woke up again at the retreat, the ladies there 
mentioned that God wants to talk to me. So when it happened tonight, I ended up 
going to my prayer room and waiting on God. I got on my knees and meditated on 
the word ‘hope.’ 

After time has passed. 1 felt like a rush of people hit me. But it wasn’t a 
person. I cannot explain it, but I remember the colors green and white rushing 
over me all at once. I heard the Scripture Proverbs 3:3.1 looked it up. It reads: 

‘Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write 
them on the tables of your heart.’ After this encounter, I got up, thank God, and 
went back to sleep. I look at my alarm, and I turned it off at 12:59 to go to the 
bathroom and said it again at 1:30.1 must have been in my prayer room for at 
least 20 minutes, which is awesome since, I normally only stay for 5 to 10 
minutes.^*’ 

The entry reflects the willingness of AJ-P2 to practice the things that were 
discussed in the study group. It was a great reflection knowing that she heard a word 
from the Holy Spirit and went directly to her Bible and read the Scripture that God laid 
on her heart. Is that not learning how to allow the Holy Spirit to lead and guide her? The 
answer is a resoundingly yes. AJ-P2’s journal entry reflects eight different coding 
opportunities, including three nodes of coding for God, Bible Intake one node. Prayer two 
nodes. Faithfulness one node and Meditation one node. 

The next entry was from the personal journal of AJ-P8 which reflects her 
willingness to pray and believe that the Holy Spirit was going to heal a young child. AJ- 
P8 allowed the Holy Spirit to use her to pray for the young child and see the marvelous 
signs and wonders of the Holy Spirit’s healing power. These are powerful testimonies of 
God’s healing virtue that we read about in the Bible and are now manifesting in the life 
of this beautiful woman of God. The journal entry of AJ-P8 stated. 


'“AJ-P2, her journal and interview was confidential; the name of the journal author is withheld for 
privacy; Personal Journal for this project entry dated February 6, 2016. 
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A child four years old, AJ-P8 asked our Heavenly Father for this child to heal and 
to bless. This child is having problems affecting the rectum and including 
constipation and irritable bowel movement. 

This day she was crying nearby me, and I held her and prayed at this 
moment in silence, asking God in the name of Jesus, give her peace, heal, a few 
minutes later she stopped crying and said AJ-P8 you are making me very cold! At 
that time Jesus and Heavenly Father was listening to my prayer. This was a sign 
of healing giving her peace. Now this child is getting better. The next day, the 
mother said; blessed the Lord! She’s getting better. 

Another entry from AJ-P8 during the training: 

MK had a problem with the thyroid gland, I prayed, asking God to heal, bless her 
and finding the right doctor. Now, a month later, the little girl came to me said, a 
thyroid problem is gone. Bless the Lord, is good!^^ 

The Holy Spirit was using AJ-P8 in such a powerful way. AJ-P8 is an older 
woman that had very low self-esteem, believing that God could never use her. Now, look 
at what God is doing for her by showing her how special she is to Him, regardless of her 
background and the abuse that she has suffered in her life. God said that she was worthy 
of all of His blessings, and she was so open to receive the blessings from the Holy Spirit. 
On March 2, 2016, the participants were asked to read Ephesians 1:17-20 every day for 
the rest of their lives. It was God healing AJ-P8 and others with this Scripture, as He was 
demonstrating His love for us. It was such a powerful moment in the training, as we read 
these words aloud over ourselves, declaring the blessings of God. Every week God would 
give new Scripture to have the participants read aloud because He kept saying, “So then 
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” If we want to grow in God, He 
was showing that the Word of God is the only thing that changes and develops 


"AJ-P8, her journal and interview was confidential; the name of the journal author is withheld for 
privacy; Personal Journal for this project, no entry date. 

'^AJ-P8 Personal Journal, no entry date. 
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individuals into mature Christians. The moment that God said those words it was a 
triumphant moment that we will never forget. 

The following excerpt illustrates AJ-Pl describing her reflection on faith and how 
important faith is in her life. 

While praying, be assured that it will be done and has begun while you are in 
prayer at that moment. Knowing that nothing on earth can stop the fulfillment of 
God’s word, and he always keeps his promises. I must have total assurance when 
in prayer that it will be done. How much faith? As much as a mustard seed. When 
we are desperate, we turn to find a greater degree of faith. God uses those times of 
desperation to reinforce our faith and show his power. It is his pleasure when we 
ask in prayer and proclaims even if you don’t grant my request; I will still love, 
and serve you. Lord. As Jesus did in the garden. 

I must remember that I am always protected. Worry and fear are signs of a 
lack of faith. God will always be with me, fighting my battles for me. When 
praying for others, I must remind followers of the faith (Christians) of this. We 
fear not because we walk in faith. 

In this powerful demonstration of walking by faith using God’s Word, AJ-Pl 
reminded herself that God is always protecting and guiding her. Then she recognized that 
she must have the faith to step out there and pray for others. This was the reason for this 
study; to see if the participants would have the faith to step out of their comfort zone and 
pray for the sick and trust that the Holy Spirit would do His work. These are recurring 
themes discovered in the journals. God is great and worthy of our praise. 


'^AJ-Pl, her journal and interview was confidential; the name of the journal author is withheld for 
privacy; Personal Journal for this project, no entry date. 
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Spiritual Disciplines 

The next primary parent node was Spiritual Disciplines with a total of 928 nodes. 
How does data measure one’s desire for spiritual discipline? Below is the data contained 
in the parent node designated as spiritual disciplines. 


Table 6.2. Spiritual Disciplines - Parent Node and the Reference Numbers 


Bible 

Intake 

Evangelism 

Fasting 

Journal 

Meditation, 

Silence & 

Solitude 

Pray, 
Prayer & 
Praying 

Serving 

Stewardship 

Worship 

Spiritual 

Discipine 

367 

4 

19 

60 

129 

288 

12 

6 

25 

18 


Source: Data NVivo 


When examining the data from the open-ended questionnaires, personal journals, 
and the personal interviews, the coding reflected how many times the trainee use these 
words. The participants were describing how they interact with the spiritual disciplines. 
The following illustrates the three participants that utilized or described the spiritual 
discipline most often that he or she was interacting with them throughout the process of 
this study. 





Table 6.2.1. Spiritual Disciplines - Three Most Participants 
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Participant Name 

Source 

Meditation, 

Bible Intake Silence & 
Solitude 

Pray, Praying 
& Prayer 

AJ-P2 

Journal 

151 


AJ-P7 

Journal 

68 


AJ-P8 

Journal 

30 


AJ-P2 

Journal 

28 


AJ-P6 

Journal 

25 


AJ-P7 

Journal 

19 


AJ-P2 

Journal 


44 

AJ-P3 

Personal 

Interview 


34 

AJ-P8 

Personal 

Interview 


31 


Source: Data NVivo 


In the following paragraphs, the top responses in each of the three categories are 
listed. The hope is that the reader will sense the transformational power of the Holy Spirit 
as He was operating in each of their lives. These excerpts from the individual journals, 
personal interviews, and open-ended questions revealed a genuine transformation in their 
lives. Under the section for prayer, three excerpts are displayed, two from AJ-P2 and one 
from AJ-P6. 

Excerpt from the journal of AJ-P2: 


Today, I read John 15:1-8,1 want to be a branch that produces good fruit! I don’t 
want to be burnt in the fire, nor do I want my family and friends to be burnt either. 
Lord, I pray that I will step into a boldness that will say yes to your will. Let me 
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be all in Lord! I thank you, Jesus, my Savior. Lord, let me learn to say Jesus love 

you, instead of getting angry. By any means necessary 

This was an example of AJ-P2 reflecting on the Word of God. Here she was 
praying her heart out to God to transform her into the very love image of Jesus Christ. 

She was praying using John 15:13, which says “Greater love has no one than this than to 
lay down one’s life for his friends.” AJ-P2 was praying God’s heart and telling someone 
that Jesus loves them. Her heart was to realize how much Jesus loves her and that He has 
given her a heart for the unsaved, she can be a branch that is producing good fruit. It is 
the Holy Spirit that has touched her heart, and her heart has been transformed into a heart 
that yields good fruit for the kingdom of God. 

The following is an example of what resulted from meditation and silent time for 
AJ-P2. AJ-P2 had two important questions in her journal, 1) “The question is how do I 
not run out of jars? 2) How can I be a woman after your heart, Lord?”^^ but AJ-P2 did not 
write the answers down in the journal. When reading and holding this particular journal, 
it would have been exciting to find out exactly what God had revealed to her and her 
response to these questions. 

AJ-P2 meditated on 2 Kings 4:1-7 and sat in silence, and she wrote in her journal 
this entry: 

• Your face and relationship affect your family, coworkers, friends 

• Must be a good example 

• This is kingdom work; it is not about you 

• I must exercise this faith. Daily! 

God is not going to give more than you are willing to receive. The question is: 

how do I not run out of jars? How can I be a woman after your heart, Lord?'^ 

'"'AJ-P2 Personal Journal for this project, entry dated February 8, 2016. 

'^AJ-P2 Personal Journal for this project, entry dated February 17, 2016. 

'®AJ-P2 Personal Journal for this project, entry dated February 17, 2016. 



153 


In her time of meditation, God revealed to her that her facial expression had a 
great deal to do with how other people perceive her. It is not always about what you are 
conveying to people through your speech, but your facial expression while relating to 
people. These are some powerful insight into what God was doing in her life. AJ-P2 is a 
young woman, and in this illustration, APJ-P2 was asking the question, how could she 
have a heart after God’s own heart? It is possible that she has spent some quality time in 
meditation to get to the place that she felt God’s heart, and now she wants her heart to be 
transferred into His. 

Examining further was the experience of AJ-P6 during her meditation, silence, 

and solitude and illustrates how God was interacting in her life. She attended another 

church in the community and was so excited to participate in this study. She wrote. 

While meditating, I got a little twitching in my right hand. A little while later, my 
hand twitched hard not painful like a jolt of electricity. 

Meditated 20 minutes too much distraction. Ask the Lord to clear my 
mind. Then I meditated for 12 minutes during that time my left hand twitched. 

Today I was silent for 20 minutes. Wow, silence is like nothing that I 
imagined. I am so excited. Silence is peaceful, nothing there until you come back 
to hearing sounds. This is just amazing. Thank you, Jesus, for allowing me to be 
in silence. I want more. Praise the Lord! 

This is a woman that asked to participate in the study so that she could have a 
closer relationship with God. She wanted to learn more about the Holy Spirit because she 
was not familiar with the functionality of the Holy Spirit. As she learned about 
meditation, sitting in silence before God, the Holy Spirit was touching her life in such a 
way that she will never forget the moment He invaded her life. She wants more of the 


'’AJ-P6, her journal and interview was confidential; the name of the journal author is withheld for 
privacy; Personal Journal for this project, no entry date. 
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Holy Spirit moving and operating in her life, and it is through passages such as AJ -P6 
expressing her desire for more growth and more experience of the Holy Spirit that 
illustrate what this project was about from the beginning. The Holy Spirit was 
demonstrating His presence with her during her time of silence and meditation. 

Prayer was the last category under spiritual disciplines addressed. Below are the 
results of AJ-P2’s journal entry concerning prayer and AJ-P3’s personal interview 
statement concerning prayer. First is the writing of AJ-P2, describing her experience with 
the spiritual discipline of prayer, 

On this day at 9:30 a.m., I received my prayer language. I was in my prayer room 
asking what can I preach/teach to the children today and then God showed me 
about the comparison to an orange. He said that the orange is battered on the 
outside because it is exposed to the sun, the earth people and more a 
representative of our flesh, yet God peels back our flesh and wants us to enjoy the 
sweet life that he has to offer. 

After I received that message. I started thanking God over and over lifting 
my hands up to him. I was sitting crossed legged. I asked the Holy Spirit to speak 
on my behalf over and over and then it happened! 

I noticed my rolling and me uttering words that I had no knowledge of. I 
instantly burst into tears. I kept praising him louder, and my prayer language 
came back. Thank you, God. It was awesome to gain access to the Father! I am so 
thankful. He then pressed upon my heart: 2 Peter 1:3-7, thank you, God!^^ 

It is amazing to read the powerful experience and encounter with the Holy Spirit. 

She was praying, seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit on what He wanted her to teach 

the children in church school. Then the Holy Spirit gave her revelation knowledge 

concerning an orange and how it represents our lives. The most important part occurred 

when she received that word from the Holy Spirit; she started to praise Him because her 

heart was filled with the sensitivity of gratitude. As she was praising the Lord, the Holy 

Spirit gave her the infilling of His power with the evidence of speaking in tongues, which 


'*AJ-P2 Personal Journal for this project, entry dated February 28, 2016. 
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was her prayer language. The Holy Spirit knows our hearts and from our hearts comes the 
richness of God’s revelation knowledge. 

The second illustration shared was from participant AJ-P3. She was a very shy 
and introverted person. Through this process, she demonstrates the spiritual discipline of 
praying for her mother: 

So that really struck home with me because my Mom was, she was pretty sick at 
that point, and I think she was kind of losing her faith so whatever you were 
telling me I was going back and telling her, and it really helped me to learn how 
to pray for her. 

Here was an example of applying what she had learned because there was a great 
urgency; her mother was sick. When she used the techniques that she learned the 
transformative power of the Holy Spirit can be seen moving her from an introvert to an 
active receptacle of the Holy Spirit. Now she became like James 1:22 says: “But be doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourself.” There was an urgency because she 
believed her mother was about to lose her faith, and we see the compassion that she has 
for her mother. Compassion was what moved Jesus’ heart, and that was when miracles 
occurred in the lives of the people in the Bible. 

Trinity - Parent Node and Child Nodes 

The last parent node discussed in this paper is the Trinity. The illustrations below 
reflect the data collected from the parent node Trinity and the three child nodes God, 

Jesus and Holy Spirit, which are 1,081 references and Trinity is one node/reference for a 


'®AJ-P3, her journal and interview was confidential; the name of the author is withheld for 
privacy; Personal Interview was conducted on Zoom dated June 9, 2016 at 8:42 p.m. Deleted the slang 
word kinda and changed it to the words kind of 



total of 1,082. This section had child node under God because sometimes God was 
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referred to as Father, Heavenly Father or the Lord. When the data were analyzed, it was 
apparent that the participants used Father and Heavenly Father fifty-six times or 
references and Lord seventy-eight times or references. Both the fifty-six and seventy- 
eight times or references are a part of the total references of 602 for the child node God. 
The child node of Jesus had one child node, which was Lord. The participants used the 
word Lord ninety times or references that were a part of the number of 325 for the child 
node Jesus. 


Table 6.3. Trinity - Parent Node and the Reference Numbers 


God 


Jesus 


Holy Spirit 

602 

Father, 

Heavenly Father 

325 

Lord 

154 


56 


90 



Lord 





78 





Source: Data NVivo 


There were times when distinguishing between the two was easier because the 
sentence structure used the Old Testament or New Testament Scripture when they were 
speaking or writing about the Ixtrd. So, this section could be a little distorted in the 
numbers for God, which Lord was a child node, and the same was for Jesus, however, 
ultimately the numbers are accurate when we are looking at the parent node. The parent 
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node Trinity consisted of 1,082 nodes and was the largest section for coding throughout 
the whole process. The child nodes roll up to the parent node. 

The next section explored the leading participants in each category under the 
Trinity. The trainees used the word or phrases of the Trinity in greater detail to their 
journal writing and personal interviews. It is apparent that we use the title God, Father 
God, or Heavenly Father more than any other name of the Trinity. The majority of the 
Christian community can communicate more with God the Father and Jesus Christ than 
we do with the Holy Spirit. The training was focused on the Holy Spirit and how can we 
be more sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s movement and guidance in our lives. But the data 
reveals that God and Jesus Christ receive more emphasis than the Holy Spirit. It was the 
conclusion of this study that the Christian community needs to comprehend why Jesus 
emphasized the importance of waiting for the fullness of the Holy Spirit to appear on the 
Day of Pentecost. 

The data shows that there is a hierarchy, but that is not the reality. There is no 
hierarchy in the Trinity. Could it be that we are just more comfortable praying to God and 
Jesus Christ rather than acknowledging that it is the Holy Spirit that is operating and 
moving in our lives? Could it be because His name is Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost that is 
why some believers are just not comfortable with recognizing Him as a valid part of the 


Trinity in his or her prayer life? 



Table 6.3.1. Trinity - Three Most Participants 
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Participant Name 

Source 

God, Father, 
Heavenly Father 
or Lord 

Jesus, Jesus ,, , „ . . 

Chris, or Lord Holy Spmt 

AJ-P7 

Journal 

158 


AJ-P2 

Journal 

152 


AJ-Pl 

Journal 

69 


AJ-P7 

Journal 


92 

AJ-P6 

Journal 


62 

AJ-P2 

Journal 


48 

AJ-P2 

Journal 


40 

AJ-P7 

Journal 


30 

AJ-P7 

Personal 

Interview 


21 


Source: Data NVivo 


This next section illustrates see how AJ-P7 relates to God the Father. AJ-P7 

resides in Buffalo, New York, and participated in this study via the Free 

Conferencecall.com on Friday evenings. She was the only out-of-state participant and 

contributes richly to the discussions on Fridays. 

After meditating on Revelations 22:1-4, because Jesus is there, it is no need for 
the sun to shine. Jesus is the light, and I want people in my life, friends, 
neighbors, and my church family to see Jesus in me. Instead of AJ-P7. That light 
has to start with me first by reading the word daily and meditating on what I have 
read. I am sitting silence in my prayer room. Listening to see what God has to say. 
I am anxious to hear from him. Rev. Jones, says to be patient and he will speak to 
you. I want him to answer me instantly, and God doesn’t work like that. I must 
trust God in all things, and praise him too.^° 


^°AJ-7, her journal and interview was confidential; the name of the journal author is withheld for 
privacy; Personal Journal entry dated February 9, 2016. 
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AJ-P7 was meditating on the Word of God and having a sincere desire to hear a 
word from Him. It is apparent that she has the heart for God, and desires to accomplish 
the purpose that He has for her life. It is beautiful to see her commitment to God. She 
does not want to seem critical or judgmental. Is this the Holy Spirit who is responsible for 
leading and guiding the Christian community and it is His voice that Christians will hear? 
The Holy Spirit reveals to the Christians what He has heard from Father God that is an 
actual concept. The voice that Christians hear will be the expression of the Holy Spirit. 
More training is needed in the importance of recognizing the Holy Spirit and that He is 
actively involved in the lives of Christians. 

The following entry is from AJ-P7’s journal reflecting on Jesus Christ. It is 
apparent that she was applying the spiritual disciplines to her life and that she does have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. She has a thorough understanding of the concepts 
of the holy scripture. 

In John 14:1-5, Jesus is comforting His disciples by telling them: let not your 
heart be troubled if you trust in God also trust in me. The Scripture, says trust in 
the Lord with all my heart, lean not unto my own understanding. Proverbs 3:5. 
This is a conscious dependency on God to trusts and belief in God. Then to 
acknowledge Proverbs 3:6a, that is getting to know him. By studying the word of 
God, that means more than just reading; you have to meditate and implement 
what God is saying to you. The Bible is more than to read the Bible. God 
comforts his people through the word which is the word of God.^^ 

It is awesome that AJ-P7 was interacting with the spiritual disciplines and she 

appreciated them. The spiritual disciplines were new concepts for her, she now has the 

knowledge of how to apply them to her everyday life. Her journal was full of examples of 


^'AJ-7 Personal Journal for this project, entry dated February 22, 2016. 
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her implementing these critical spiritual disciplines to her life. She was learning how to 
sit in silence and wait on the Holy Spirit to lead and guide her. 

Silence and solitude were probably one of the most challenging of all the spiritual 
disciplines for the participants to interact with throughout the process. The other spiritual 
discipline that was challenging was journaling for most of the participants. The 
comments were primarily focused on how to find the time or have something to write 
about during the course of the day. This was one of the reasons that the trainees had 
homework which consisted of scripture reading to assist with meditation, then sitting in 
silence and waiting to see what the Holy Spirit was going to reveal to them. The Holy 
Spirit could reveal something that pertained to that particular scripture or something 
entirely different. The key was to learn to wait for His leadership. 

This next section contains the coding for the Holy Spirit. Under this category, AJ- 
P2 demonstrated how she interacted with the Trinity. AJ-P2 participated in every aspect 
of this training module. Below are her responses to the question “Who is the Holy 
Spirit?” 


• The Comforter, the Spirit of Truth 

• The world does not accept him 

• He lives with us and in us 

• He teaches us 

• You remind us of Jesus words 

• He convicts us of sin 

• Show us God’s righteousness 

• Announces God’s judgment on evil 

• He guides us into truth 

• Give insight into future events 

• Brings glory to Christ 


Her responses indicate that she comprehends the concept of the Holy Spirit. She 


was one of the youngest women in training, and she had a hunger and thirst for 
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righteousness. Through every aspect of this project, there was growth in her spiritual 
walk with the Godhead. She was challenged, engaged and came prepared to discuss the 
subject matter for that session. 

The above section discussed the coding methodology of this project and the 
following will provide a brief review of the three most relevant categories. There were 
3,165 nodes and 6,694 references in the coding process of this study. The main three 
parent nodes are illustrated in the chart below. 


Table 6.4. At a Glance the Three Main Categories 


Growth 

Spiritual Disciplines 

Trinity 

581 

928 

1,082 


Source: Data NVivo 


The data reveals AJ-P2, AJ-P7 and AJ-P6 grew the greatest when the total nodes 
and references are counted. One of these participants is a member of Union Bethel AME 
Church, and the other two are members of another church, one of is a member an African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Buffalo, New York, and the other one is a member of the 
community Baptist Church in Great Ealls, Montana. The study concludes that some in the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church are receptive to studying and learning about the 
Holy Spirit and His leading and guiding with signs and wonders. It is the opinion of the 
researcher that this study was a success and that the study can be replicated. The evidence 
is based on the fact that the three participants who grew the most were not members of 
Union Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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The participant AJ-P2 has 124 nodes and 1,726 references; participant AJ-P7 has 
124 nodes and 1,442 references, and participant AJ-P6 has 124 nodes and 994 references. 
The data would suggest that given the opportunity to learn about the Holy Spirit, 
participants are receptive to the Holy Spirit. It is the opinion of the researcher that all 
participants grew in some degree. 


Table 6.4.1 The Three Participants at Glance 


Participant Name 

Source 

Growth 

Spiritual 

Disciplines 

Trinity 

AJ-P2 

Journal 

85 



AJ-P6 

Journal 

42 



AJ-P7 

Journal 

39 



AJ-P2 

Journal 


219 


AJ-P7 

Journal 


105 


AJ-P6 

Journal 


79 


AJ-P7 

Journal 



269 

AJ-P2 

Journal 



231 

AJ-P6 

Journal 



109 


Source; Data NVivo 


Participants Testimony 

The following are a few additional comments that the participants made about this 
process. This section provides the reader with excerpts from each of the participant’s 
individual source data including ten excerpts. It is the expectation that after reading the 


complete analysis of the methodology utilized in this study, the reader would agree with 
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the assessment that the study was a success for Union Bethel AME Church and the other 
participants. 

The excerpt of the seven participants are as follows: 

AJ-Pl Personal Interview conducted on Zoom on September 1, 2016, at 7:57 p.m. 

I feel a greater call to when someone says they’re not, then they’re sick, to offer to 
pray for them, to offer to pray with them right at that moment than I did before. 

Usually, I would pray for them, you know, when I’m by myself or 
something, or when I do my prayers later. But I feel a greater urgency to say “well 
let’s pray right now, would you mind if we prayed right now?” I feel a greater 
urgency to do that.^^ 

AJ-P2 Personal Journal the entry is dated May 22, 2016. 

On Friday, I picked up XXXXX and she was complaining about her arm was 
hurting. I prayed and declared healing on her arm. It was a short prayer. It was 
powerful. Her eyes lit up. She said AJ-P2 my arm feels better. I start praising God 
and thanking him for what he did. She has not complained since! God is good.^^ 

AJ-P2 Personal Interview conducted on Zoom on May 1, 2016, at 4:32 p.m. 

I think I was definitely growing in Christ, um, by reading my Bible every day; 
um, praying and ministering to other people that are close to me and not close to 
me. Um, so I would say that I am definitely growing. 

AJ-P3 Personal Interview conducted on Zoom on June 9, 2016, at 5:58 p.m. 

And it helped give me more confidence in my relationship as well because I 
know, beforehand, I would have never been able to get up and do this serving 
that, that I did, but I felt a lot stronger in my faith as I was going through this 
because I was exercising my spiritual disciplines. 

It was overall a very good experience. Especially when you gave us all the 
opportunities to do the Good Friday Service, and we got to do our sermonettes, 
and you gave us each one of the last Words to say. I felt like this really helped us 
because at the end we got to pray for the sick and it all ended up tying in together 
for us.^^ 


AJ-Pl Personal Interview for this project conducted on Zoom on September 1, 2016 at 7:57 p.m. 
^^AJ-P2 Personal Journal for this project, entry dated May 22, 2016. 

^"'AJ-P2 Personal Interview for this project, conducted on Zoom on May 1, 2016 at 4:32 p.m. 


^^AJ-P3 Personal Interview for this project, conducted on Zoom on June 9, 2016 at 5:58 p.m. 
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AJ-P5 Personal Interview conducts on Zoom dated July 19, 2016, at 1:36 p.m. 

Um, I think that the biggest thing was just that the moment before you pray, kind 
of, kind of just not being in a rush to do it, kind of wait, waiting on the Spirit to 
lead you.^*’ 

AJ-P5 Post-Questionnaire no date. 

I spend around 8 hrs a week utilizing a discipline. 

AJ-P6 Personal Journal dated February 26, 2016. 

We prayed and worshiped God. We had a deliverance service. I thought it would 
be more dramatic. I was wrong. I thought while being delivered I would be 
emotional. I was wrong. Yes, I did feel lighter and less me. I guess I was thinking 
I would be different. I am different from the inside. I believe that which was 
holding me back from my full worship is no longer there. Thank you. Father, for 
removing that which was in me.^* 

AJ-P6 Personal Journal dated March 18, 2016. 

I received my heavenly language tonight. Thank you. Lord Jesus. My God, I am 
so full I just want to continue praising and worshiping you. Thank you. Lord. 
Amen! 

My God, thank you. Thank you for allowing me to speak in my heavenly 
language. Tonight, I spoke in my heavenly language for the first time. Thank you, 
Jesus. It was amazing. I could not control myself. God is just so good. Thank you. 
Lord Jesus, for blessing me with my heavenly language. 

I am so excited. Thank you. Lord. Lord, I thank you for everything that is 
in me. Thank you. Lord. Thank you. Lord. Thank you, Lord.^^ 

AJ-P7 Personal Interview conducted on Zoom on May 31, 2016, at 2:15 p.m. 

He’s, He’s the one to get the glory, not none of me, I’m just the vessel that He 
uses to help other people. You know, we’re He’s hands and His feet and His 
mouthpiece. So, we do the physical part, and He does the spiritual part, and that’s 
much greater than the physical part, you know?^*’ 


^®AJ-P5, his post-questionnaire and interview was confidential; the name of the author is withheld 
for privacy; Personal Interview for this project conducted on Zoom on July 19, 2016 at 1:36 p.m. 

^’AJ-P5 Post-Questionnaire for this project, no date. 

^*AJ-P6 Personal Journal for this project, entry dated February 26, 2016. 

^®AJ-P6 Personal Journal for this project, entry dated March 18, 2016. 

^°AJ-P7 Personal Interview for this project conducted on Zoom on May 31, 2016 at 2:15 p.m. 
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AJ-P8 Personal Journal no date. 

Baby Z, nine months old, not able to digest baby cereal for one month, which 
crying, vomiting, weight loss, some digestive problems with breastfeeding as 
well. I prayed to Heavenly Father to find the right doctor and diagnose the right 
medication. Thank God the child is doing better.^^ 

Implementation 

The retreat was the beginning of the implementation process of the project. All 
participants met at the Monastery of St. Clare in Great Falls, Montana, on Friday, 
February 5, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. The session opened in prayer and each participant received 
a welcome packet. The blue three-hole folder contained a welcome letter, a copy of the 
Project Proposal Abstract, A Statement of the Theme or Hypothesis, the project 
overview, and the weekly schedule and ten blank sheets of paper with a pen. Also, each 
person received the four forms that are mentioned above. 

We read and discussed the Project Proposal Abstract, the Hypothesis, the project 
overview and the schedule of the project. The intention was to ensure that everyone 
comprehended the magnitude of this study. Each person was committed to learning about 
praying for the sick and following the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Questions were asked 
and answered. Everyone that was present was committed to completing the project and 
relying on the Holy Spirit to lead and guide them. 

The foundational scriptures for the project were discussed in great detail. These 
scriptures were Ezekiel 47:6-12 and Revelation 22:1-4. These scriptures assist in 
describing the totality of God's power of restoration as He creates a utopia for all 
believers. Both of these scriptures speak to the healing virtues of God, and the hope for a 


^'AJ-P8 Personal Journal for this project, no entry date. 
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brighter future. These two scriptures were explained to them as to their close alignment 
with the project’s findings regarding the healing process at Union Bethel AME Church. 

The last seventy-five minutes on Friday were spent reviewing scriptures related to 
the Holy Spirit. The discussion began with Acts 1:8, which is the foundational scripture 
concerning the Holy Spirit for the Christian community from the establishment of the 
early church until now. The discussion then turned to the John 14:15-21, John 16:12-15, 
Luke 4:14-21 and Mark 16:17-18. The discussion concluded by reviewing Numbers 
11:16-17 and Exodus 13:21-22. After the discussion, AJ-Pl prayed and the session ended 
for the evening. 

The retreat opened with prayer on Saturday morning at 8:00 a.m. The next forty- 
five minutes were spent answering three questions. What are the spiritual disciplines? 
What are the scriptures that support spiritual disciplines? How do we apply the spiritual 
disciplines to our everyday lives as Christians? The disciplines are essential to the 
development of our spiritual being. It was crucial to take the time to ensure that 
everybody had a clear understanding of the spiritual disciplines and have a dialogue 
about how Jesus utilized the same techniques in His earthly ministry. 

The morning session was conducted by one of the sisters from the monastery, she 
discussed the spiritual discipline of silence, and her session lasted forty-five minutes 
followed by a break for fifteen minutes. The next session began at 10:00 AM with the 
guest speaker, a pastor from a local church. Her discussion was on the spiritual discipline 
of meditation, and her session lasted for one hour. The next meeting started 11:00 AM 
and consisted of a discussion on the spiritual discipline of solitude, and the session lasted 
until noon. Lunch was provided for participants during the sixty-minute break. 
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The afternoon session started at 1:00 PM and the discussion was focused on the 
spiritual discipline of prayer. The next two hours were dedicated to the practice of the 
disciplines that were presented earlier in the day. Each participant was instructed to find a 
location and sit in silence for twenty minutes and then write in their journal for five 
minutes. This was followed by a five-minute question and answer period, to address any 
questions about sitting in silence, then there was an opportunity to discuss the matter with 
the group. These same steps continued with meditation, solitude, and prayer. The 
afternoon session ended at 4:00 PM and the participants were dismissed. 

Week One 

The eight consecutive weeks of training for the Wednesday group started on 
February 10, 2016, and the Friday group started on February 12, 2016. All the meetings 
were held at Union Bethel AME Church. Each training session was outlined in the 
welcome packet that each person received at the retreat. Each week the participants were 
assigned homework and instructed to write in their journals and practice the spiritual 
discipline of the week. 

During the first session, the groups explored Deuteronomy 4:32-40, Numbers 
11:18-23, Exodus 13:21-22, 1 Kings 8:10-11, 1 Kings 17:7-16, 1 Kings 17:17-24, 2 
Kings 2:7-14, Ezekiel 47:47:6-12 and Revelation 22:1-4. After discussing the scriptures 
for the week, each participant was instructed to select a scripture and meditate on that 
particular scripture. When they had finished meditating on the scripture, the participants 
were asked to write what they perceived the Holy Spirit was saying to them in the 
journal. It was important that each participant familiarized themselves with the spiritual 
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disciplines each week. The first week, the focus was on meditation and journaling, and 
then the session was ended in prayer. 

Week Two 

The session started with an opening prayer and a discussion regarding the 
homework assignment and any concerns that came up throughout the week. The 
discussion continued with Exodus 15:26, Psalm 103:1-5, 2 Kings 4:1-7, 2 Kings 4:14-41, 
2Kings 4:42-43, 2 Kings 5:1-15, 2 Kings 6:8-22, Exodus 15:26, Psalm 103:1-5. Then 
Acts 1:8 and John 16:12-15 were discussed. The participants were asked to read John 
chapters 14 through 17 a minimum of three times within the next week and write in her 
or his journal what the Holy Spirit revealed to them. Participants had the opportunity to 
practice the spiritual discipline of prayer and journaling. The session closed with prayer. 

Week Three 

This session opened with prayer and the group discussed the participants’ 
reflections on John chapters 14 through 17. Then we moved to a discussion using Euke 
4:14-21, 5:12-26, 4:31-37, 4:38-44, 8:43-48 and 11:1-4 and Matthew 6:6-13, John 14:15- 
27, Mark 16:17-18. Meditation was the focus for this session and journal writing. The 
homework assignment was in the book of 1 John. During the question and answer period 
the Eriday group discussed the importance of their heavenly prayer language, and AJ-P2 
and AJ-P6 had not received their prayer language. It was explained by using the 
differences among Eirst Corinthians 12:10, Romans 8:26-27 and Ephesians 6:18 and 
prayer for the two women were that they would receive their prayer language from the 


Holy Spirit, and the session ended. 
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Week Four 

We opened in prayer and discussed the participants’ reflections on 1 John. AJ-P2 
informed the group that she received her prayer language on February 28, 2016. The team 
praised the Lord for the Holy Spirit moving in her life. The Scripture teaching for the 
week continued with Luke 7:1-16, 8:26-37, 9:l-2:6, First Corinthians 12:10, Romans 
8:26-27, Ephesians 6:18, Numbers 11:16-17, Exodus 13:21-22, and Ephesians 2:6-7. 
There was a prayer for each person to activate the power of the Holy Spirit based on 
Randy Clark’s book. Power to Heal: Keys to Activating God’s Healing Power in Your 
Life: 


I bless this person in the name of Jesus and ask for Your Holy Spirit’s fire to 
come upon them. I ask that You would release Your compassion and love into 
this person’s heart right now. I ask that You would especially impart the gifts of 
the word of knowledge, healing, prophecy, and the workings of miracles through 
this person in the days ahead. As they wait in Your presence, Eather, with hands 
outstretched and palms raised, I ask that Your power would touch their hands. 
Multiply Your power. Increase Your power. Baptize this reader in Your Holy 
Spirit, and fill their soul with the peace of the Prince of Peace. More, 

Eord.. .More, Eord.. .More, Eord.. .In Jesus’ name, I pray, amen.^^ 

The prayer was for the Holy Spirit to activate the power and His glory in the 

participants’ lives so that they would have the boldness to go out and do ministry. The 

Holy Spirit placed praying for the sick, and any other gifts that He was going to 

demonstrate in the lives for the people on their hearts. The prayer was for discernment, 

clarity of speech and mind, and the confidence that each need was met in this journey. 

Some of the people never experienced someone praying a blessing over them, so it was a 


^^Randy Clark, Power to Heal: Keys to Activating God’s Healing Power in Your Life 
(Shippensburg, PA; Destiny Image Publishers, Inc., 2015), 47. 
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powerful experience for them. The Holy Spirit was a vital and crucial part of this process, 
showing people how to pray for the sick; He was the guiding force of this study. 

The homework assignment for this week was to read all of 1 John and Ephesians 
1:17-20. The Holy Spirit revealed the significance of lifting up a mirror so that each 
person would see how God views him or her as a son or daughter. These scriptures were 
not just something to read, but something that was going to transform their lives. Each 
person would walk away with a deeper appreciation for God’s Word and for his or her 
relationship with Him. The session ended in prayer. 

Week Five 

The session opened with prayer and a discussion on what resonated in the spirit of 
the participants over the last week. The session started with reading 1 John 4:4-6, Mark 
13:5-13, John 20:21-23, Philippians 1:2-11, Genesis 12:2-3, Galatians 3:13-14, Psalm 
103:1-5, and all of 2 John. During the reading of Genesis 12:2-3, they were asked if they 
felt the blessing of Abraham was on them. They read the scripture in Galatians that 
confirms the blessings of Abraham belongs to the Gentiles, reminding them of how 
precious they are in the sight of God. 

The last two scriptures were Psalm 103:1-5 and Deuteronomy 28:1-6. These 
scriptures demonstrate the blessings of God, and the prayer focused for the Holy Spirit to 
lead us to stay obedient to God’s Word and to have a heart that will hate the things that 
are displeasing to Him, as is written in Proverbs 6:16-19. The mirror that each person was 
holding up conveys the blessings and encourages each to perform some thoughtful 
examination in the hope the Holy Spirit would wash them through the Word of God. 
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Then each trainee would be available to be utilized by the Holy Spirit to perform 
marvelous signs and wonders for God’s glory. The purpose of this exercise was to 
provide the opportunity for prayer and deliverance so that God could utilize them at the 
Good Friday service. 

The session also included introducing the Five-Step Prayer Model and the first 
two steps discussed. Step one is the introduction and step two is the prayer section. Each 
trainee had the opportunity to pray for each other. The fifth weekly session was powerful, 
and the Holy Spirit was moving among the participants. 

Week Six 

This week continued with the Five-Step Prayer Model, and the meeting opened 
with prayer. The course covered the last three steps in the model, which are: prayer 
ministry, re-interview, and continuing prayer and post prayer suggestions. The meeting 
was dedicated to praying for each other and how to be a catcher. The catcher plays an 
important role when praying for a line of people. The session was critical for the Good 
Friday service. The participants read 3 John, Psalm 103:1-5 and Ephesians 1:17-20. The 
section ended with the participants sitting in silence and meditating on the process of 
praying for the sick and a final prayer. 


Week Seven 

This week opened with prayer and answering questions about the Eive-Step 
Prayer model. The meeting continued with the practical aspect of praying for each other 
and receiving their assignment for the Good Eriday service. The session was a combined 
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training as the Wednesday and Friday groups came together and prayed for each other. 
The program for the Good Friday service was rehearsed. The instruction was given to fast 
all day after they checked with their physician or healthcare provider to ensure that they 
could fast all day on Friday. All participants were asked to arrive thirty minutes before 
the service and to wear black and white. The session ended in prayer. 

Week Eight 

The Good Friday service was a candlelight service, and five out of the seven 
trainees participated in the service. AJ-P2 and AJ-P5 had two of the Seven Last Words of 
Jesus, and AJ-P3 was the Mistress of Ceremony. As stated above, each participant was 
instructed to fast that day and be prepared to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. There 
was a procession, and each participant lit one or two of the seven candles. After each 
member had delivered One of the Seven Last Words of Jesus, he or she said a prayer and 
extinguished one of the candles, signifying a little of the light was leaving this world. 
When AJ-P3 delivered the seventh word, she gave her prayer and extinguished the big 
candle representing Jesus Christ. At that time, AJ-P3 explained the importance of 
extinguishing that last candle, and there was a moment of silence and reflection in the 
church. 

AJ-P5 came and explained Christian Discipleship to everyone and the participants 
were available to pray for anyone that needed prayer. It was the opportunity that 
climaxed the completion of this training, and the participants had a chance to pray for the 
congregation. It was a powerful experience to feel the Holy active and present in that 
service. It was a tremendous experience for everyone that attended this unique service. 
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Pastors spoke words of encouragement to these five people; it was truly compelling to 
watch the spiritual growth of these participants. 

Summary of Learning 

What new insights have you gained about yourself during this process! 

Throughout this process, the learning was excellent how the Holy Spirit is felt 
when you allow Him to guide and direct your every step. Each day was dependent on the 
Holy Spirit was going to lead, guide and train these precious people. It was truly an honor 
to watch the Holy Spirit stretch His people beyond their comprehension. It was hard to 
imagine at the beginning of this process how Holy Spirit was going to utilize each one. 
There are no words to describe the gratitude and appreciation for the Trinity, which 
allowed the process to develop a transformational training module. The Holy Spirit 
revealed His richness like that river that flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb in 
Revelation 22:1. This process developed a vessel that the Holy Spirit would use without 
any reservation or hesitation. It is through the cultivation and guidance of the Holy Spirit 
that new insight was gained. 

What new perceptions about your context have you gained during this process? 

The new perspective that was learned about the members of Union Bethel AME 
Church was that the participants were truly ready to receive whatever the Holy Spirit had 
for them. Having the opportunity to watch the Holy Spirit turn a very shy woman into a 
bold and confident woman of God who stood up and delivered a powerful word for God; 
she was incredible. She was the Mistress of Ceremony for the Good Eriday service, and 



174 


when her family did not believe in her, she stood up and believed that God said yes. It 
was amazing. 

It was a privilege to see the seven and witness the transformational power of the 
Holy Spirit as He changed them into beautiful specimens of God. It brought tears to my 
eyes because of these five individuals, three of them never had the opportunity to stand in 
front of people in the church. The Holy Spirit delivered a powerful word of God through 
these precious vessels, and they did not waiver. These precious people were just as 
influential as any seminary preacher. 

What new information have you gained through the process that will be important to 
you? 

This process developed a deeper appreciation for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Learning to pray Ephesians 1:17-20 over our family, our church and yourself was 
incredible. These are the blessings of God; He has given the opportunity to shepherd His 
flock, and should never be taken for granted. The Holy Spirit has developed such a 
richness of the Word of God. There is an appreciation for what Jesus Christ has done and 
what the Holy Spirit is doing in the lives of the believers. A willing vessel came into this 
process with an open heart and the Holy Spirit manifested His power and glorified God. 

It was overwhelming. 


Conclusion 

The methodology used for this project was action research, and the three sources 
of data collected were triangulated, which validated and solidified the process of 
introducing the technique for praying for the sick. It is the recommendation that this 


project is replicated by any Christian organization. The participants were in two groups. 
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and both groups received the same structure. The data consistently suggested that the 
urgency and the desire to learn more about the Holy Spirit and how to pray for the sick is 
invaluable to the Christian community. The Friday group consisted of two trainees from 
different faith organizations and one from an AME Church in Buffalo, New York. The 
people came with an open heart to receive and the Holy Spirit accomplished the task of 
transforming the heart. It was exciting to watch the movement of the Holy Spirit 
throughout both groups. 

The four members of Union Bethel AME Church grew spiritually but not all of 
four of the participants turned in all of their information. Therefore, only two participants 
completed the process of analyzing all their data. However, based on the analysis of the 
data, there was growth in all the participants. 

The atmosphere at the weekend retreat was well received, and the facilitators 
enjoyed sharing their knowledge and experience with the group. The women were 
engaged, soaking up the information and realizing that later they would have an 
opportunity to apply everything they have learned. Erom the very beginning, each 
participant had the chance to practice bible intake, prayer, meditation, silence, and 
solitude. The process was designed to build a rich biblical foundation; this allows the 
Holy Spirit to interact with people. The more the trainees studied the Word of God, the 
more active the Holy Spirit was in each life. It was exciting to be a part of what the Holy 
Spirit was doing. It was not that people were participating, but that they also went into the 
community and influenced the lives of individuals around them. 

The closing event was the Good Eriday service where the participants had the 
opportunity to preach God’s Word, and then to pray for all the attendees. It was 
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overwhelming to see the response of the audience. The audience consisted of pastors and 
the laity from different churches. The pastors commented on how astonished they were at 
the moment of the Holy Spirit. It was powerful, considering that each person fasted this 
day. They were prepared to deliver the Word of God, and the Holy Spirit was present to 
undergird them with His power. Each person had the strength and confidence to believe 
that God could use him or her. The Holy Spirit was in the church, and the pastors 
confirmed it. That was a true testimony that God was doing something new in the lives of 
His people. 

The data suggested that this project was a success based on the fact that Union 
Bethel AME Church grew exponentially from this training as did the other three 
participants. Those three individuals increased beyond measure, and all seven people left 
with a new insight into the Holy Spirit and a deeper appreciation for the Trinity. In 
addition, other church members now want to participate in praying for the sick. The 
exciting part is that there are people in the community that also intend to join in the 
process. This is a real measure of success when people outside of the church are 
considering the significance of praying for the sick. Thus, there is now an urgency to pray 
for the sick and believe in the Holy Spirit for miracles through signs and wonders. 
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PRAYING FOR THE SICK TRAINING PRE-QUESTIONNAIRE 


Ql. How long have you lived in Great Ealls, Montana? 

1. _Eess than one year 

2. _One year but less than three years 

3. _Three years but less than five years 

4. _Eive years but less than ten years 

5. _Ten years or more 

Q2. On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 = very poor and 5 = very good, how would you 
rate your overall satisfaction with Great Ealls, Montana? 

1. _Very poor 

2. _Poor 

3. _Neither good or poor 

4. _Good 

5. _Very good 

Q3. How long have you been a Christian? 

1. _Eess than one year 

2. _One year but less than three years 

3. _Three years but less than five years 

4. _Eive years but less than ten years 

5. _Ten years or more 

Q4. Check which of the spiritual discipline(s) have you used in the last six 
months. (Check all that apply) 

1. _Reading your Bible daily 

2. _Praying daily 

3. _Evangelism 

4. _Worship 

5. _Serving 

6. _Stewardship 

7. _Meditation 

8. _Easting 

9. _Silence during the day 

10. _Solitude 

11. _Journaling 
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Q5. On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 = very weak and 5 = very strong, how would 
you rate your overall relationship with God? (Using the spiritual discipline) 

1. _Very weak 

2. _Weak 

3. _Neither weak or strong 

4. _Strong 

5. _Very strong 

Q6. How long have you been a member of Union Bethel AME Church? 

1. _N/A 

2. _Less than one year 

3. _One year but less than three years 

4. _Three years but less than five years 

5. _Five years but less than ten years 

6. _Ten years or more 

Q7. Have often do you attend Sunday Morning Worship Service? 

1. _Once a month (Go to Q9) 

2. _Twice a month (Go to Q9) 

3. _Three times a month (Go to Q9) 

4. _Only a few time a year (Go to Q9) 

5. _Every Sunday 

Q8. On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 = very poor and 5 = very good, how would you 
rate the overall friendliness of the church? 

1. _Very poor 

2. _Poor 

3. _Neither good nor poor 

4. _Good 

5. _Very Good 

Q9. [If Q7 = 1, 2, 3, & 4] How would you describe your relationship with Jesus 
Christ? 


QIO. Do you know the voice of the Holy Spirit? (Yes or No) 


Q1E How much time do you spend using a spiritual discipline in your life? 
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Q12. Do you believe that God is healing people today? 


Q13. Have you ever prayed for someone and God healed them? 


Q14. Why did Jesus heal the sick? 


Q15. Is praying for the sick a command of Jesus Christ? 


Q16. What are some of the hindrances to healing the sick? 


Q17. What are the four kinds of faith that position people for healing? 
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PRAYING FOR THE SICK TRAINING POST QUESTIONNAIRE 


Ql. How long have you lived in Great Ealls, Montana? 

1. _Eess than one year 

2. _One year but less than three years 

3. _Three years but less than five years 

4. _Eive years but less than ten years 

5. _Ten years or more 

Q2. On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 = very poor and 5 = very good, how would you 
rate your overall satisfaction with Great Ealls, Montana? 

1. _Very poor 

2. _Poor 

3. _Neither good or poor 

4. _Good 

5. _Very good 

Q3. How long have you been a Christian? 

1. _Eess than one year 

2. _One year but less than three years 

3. _Three years but less than five years 

4. _Eive years but less than ten years 

5. _Ten years or more 

Q4. Check which of the spiritual discipline(s) have you used in the last six 
months. (Check all that apply) 

1. _Reading your Bible daily 

2. _Praying daily 

3. _Evangelism 

4. _Worship 

5. _Serving 

6. _Stewardship 

7. _Meditation 

8. _Easting 

9. _Silence during the day 

10. _Solitude 

11. _Journaling 
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Q5. On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 = very weak and 5 = very strong, how would 
you rate your overall relationship with God? (Using the spiritual discipline) 

1. _Very weak 

2. _Weak 

3. _Neither weak or strong 

4. _Strong 

5. _Very strong 

Q6. How long have you been a member of Union Bethel AME Church? 

1. _N/A 

2. _Less than one year 

3. _One year but less than three years 

4. _Three years but less than five years 

5. _Five years but less than ten years 

6. _Ten years or more 

Q7. Have often do you attend Sunday Morning Worship Service? 

1. _Once a month (Go to Q9) 

2. _Twice a month (Go to Q9) 

3. _Three times a month (Go to Q9) 

4. _Only a few time a year (Go to Q9) 

5. _Every Sunday 

Q8. On a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 = very poor and 5 = very good, how would you 
rate the overall friendliness of the church? 

1. _Very poor 

2. _Poor 

3. _Neither good nor poor 

4. _Good 

5. _Very Good 

Q9. [If Q7 = 1, 2, 3, & 4] How would you describe your relationship with Jesus 
Christ? 


QIO. Do you know the voice of the Holy Spirit? (Yes or No) 


Q11. How much time do you spend using a spiritual discipline in your life? 
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Q12. Do you believe that God is healing people today? 


Q13. Have you ever prayed for someone and God healed them? 


Q14. Why did Jesus heal the sick? 


Q15. Is praying for the sick a command of Jesus Christ? 


Q16. What are some of the hindrances to healing the sick? 


Q17. What are the four kinds of faith that position people for healing? 
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The Privacy and Confidentiality Form is functioning as the agreement 
that each participates will abide by this standard of conduct. 


I_agree not to divulge any confidential or privacy 

information that will be shared by individuals in the group. All names 
will be omitted to protect the identity of the participants, including the 
Dissertation document of Pastor Anna L. Jones completed in 
fulfillment of the United Theological Seminary Doctoral Program. 

I_agree that all video and audible records and journals 

are the property of Pastor Anna L. Jones 

By signing this agreement, I am committing to abide by the privacy 
and confidentiality outlined and the respect and protection of each 
member of the group. 

Signature Date 
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This is a Training Group and I (Pastor Anna L. Jones) will be discussing with you how we will 
work together. Once we have decided upon the type of sessions, size of the group and become more 
famihar with your Spiritual growth, I will ask you to complete the survey questions. 

The group will be: 

1. _^open throughout the training sessions /_^closed after the first session. 

2. The size of our group will be_minimum and_maximum. 

3. The purpose of our small group is: 


1. You agree to commit to the following: 

2. Will you commit to the Spiritual Disciplines in these training sessions?_Yes 

_No 

3. Will you commit to reading your Bible daily?_Yes_No 

4. Will you commit to praying for the guidance of the Holy Spirit in your life?_ 

Yes_No 

5. Will you commit to writing in your journal every day? _Yes_No 

6. You will agree to meet as follows: 

7. I agree to meet for_weeks. At our last meeting on_we 

will plan a Healing Service at Union Bethel AME Church which will be held on 
March 25, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. 

8. I agree to meet with Pastor Anna L. Jones for a personal interview forty- 
five days after the last training session. The interview will be recorded and 
transcribed for her Doctoral Program at United Theological Seminary. 

_Yes_No 

9. I will meet on_(day of week) from_a.m./p.m. to 

_a.m./p.m. 

10. By signing this covenant, 1 am committed to studying and seeking God’s 
desire for my life. 


11. 


Signature 


Date 
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Human Subjects in DMin Research and Final Document Agreement Form 


United Theological Seminary (hereinafter United) pursuant to the mutual promises of the 

parties hereinafter set forth, hereby contracts with_(hereinafter 

Participant) as follows: 

The Participant hereby grants permission for the candidate/author for the Doctor of 
Ministry Degree to use his/her name in the candidate/author’s final document as relates to 
the research and conclusions as described in the final document. 


This agreement includes the following: 

• To permit the candidate/author to reproduce participant’s name and responses in 
the candidate/author’s final document; 

• To permit United to place the final document on the United Library shelf, and in 
the Doctor of Ministry Archives; 

• To permit United to send one copy of the final document to UMFProQuest for 
reproduction of copies for the author’s personal use (as ordered by the 
candidate/author). 


Signed by: 


Participant 


Doctor of Ministry Degree Candidate/Author 


Associate Dean of Doctoral Studies 


Date 







APPENDIX E 


CODING NODES AND QUERIES MATRIX CODING 


190 



Table 1 The Three Main Categories 
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Name 

References 

Created On 

Created By 

Modified On 

Growth 

581 

9/15/2016 8:29 AM 

AJ 

9/30/2016 6:32 PM 

Interview Questions 

275 

9/26/20163:13 PM 

AJ 

9/26/2016 3:13 PM 

Spiritual Disciplines 

928 

9/15/2016 7:56 AM 

AJ 

9/30/2016 6:32 PM 

Trinity 

1082 

9/15/20168:11 AM 

AJ 

9/26/20164:07 PM 


Table 2 Growth - Query Matrix Coding 







Table 3 Spiritual Disciplines - Query Matrix Coding 
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Table 4 Trinity - Query Matrix Coding 





Table 5 Pre-Questionnaire - Query Matrix Coding 
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Table 6 Post Questionnaire - Query Matrix Coding 





Table 6.1.1 Growth - Three Most Participants 
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Table 6.2.1 Spiritual Disciplines - Three Most Participants 


Main Spiritual Discpiines Group - Results Preview 






Table 6.3.1 Trinity - Three Most Participants 
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Table 6.4 Ata Glance The Three Main Categories 
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PRAYING FOR THE SICK - TRAINING CURRICULUM 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2016 
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1. 6:00 p.m. - Welcome 

2. 6:05 p.m. - Opening Prayer and Scripture 

3. 6:15 p.m. - Introducing the Doctoral Program 

a. Distributing the Handbook to Everyone 

b. Discussing the Project Proposal 

i. Reading Ezekiel 47:6-12 

ii. Reading Revelation 22:1-4 

4. 7:00 p.m. - Survey Old & New Testaments - The Holy Spirit 


a. 

Acts 1:8 

b. 

John 16:12-15 

c. 

John 14:15-21 

d. 

Mark 16:17-18 

e. 

Euke 4:14-21 

f. 

Numbers 11:16-17 

g- 

Exodus 13:21-22 


5. 7:45 p.m. - Questions & Answers 

6. 8:00 p.m. - Signing all the forms 

7. 8:15 p.m. - Closing Prayer 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2016 


1. 8:00 a.m. - Opening Prayer 

2. 8:10 a.m. - Discussion on the importance of Spiritual Disciplines 

a. What are the Spiritual Disciplines? 

b. What are the Scriptures to support Spiritual Disciplines? 

c. How do we apply the Spiritual Disciplines? 

3. 9:00 a.m. - Sister Jane from the Monastery of St. Clare 

a. Training on Silence 

b. Questions and Answers 

4. 9:45 a.m. - Morning Break 

5. 10:00 a.m. - Pastor Linda Montgomery - Big Sky Fellowship 

a. Training on Meditation 

b. Questions and Answers 

6. 11:00 a.m. - Pastor Anna L. Jones 

a. Training on Solitude 

b. Questions and Answers 

7. Noon-Lunch 

8. 1:00 p.m. - Pastor Anna L. Jones 

a. Training on Prayer 

b. Questions and Answers 

9. 2:00 p.m. - Time to Practice the Two Spiritual Disciplines 

a. Twenty minutes practicing Silence with the Ix)rd 

b. Five minutes writing in your journal on your experience 

c. Five minutes for questions and answers 

d. Twenty minutes practicing Meditating on God’s Word 

e. Five minutes writing in your journal on your experience 

f. Five minutes for questions and answers 

10. 3:00 p.m. - Time to Practice the Two Spiritual Disciplines 

a. Twenty minutes practicing Solitude with the Ixrrd 

b. Five minutes writing in your journal on your experience 

c. Five minutes for questions and answers 

d. Twenty minutes practicing Praying to God 

e. Five minutes writing in your journal on your experience 

f. Five minutes for questions and answers 


11. 4:00 p.m. Closing Prayer 



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2016 


1. 6:00 p.m. - Opening Prayer 


2 . 


6:05 p.m. Studying Old & New Testaments Scriptures 

a. Ezekiel 47:6-12 

b. Revelation 22:1-4 

c. Deuteronomy 4:32-40 

d. Numbers 11:18-23 

e. Exodus 13:21-22 

f. 1 Kings 8:10-11 

g. 1 Kings 17:7-16 

h. 1 Kings 17:17-24 

i. 2 Kings 2:7-14 


3. 7:05 p.m. - Meditating on the above Scriptures 

4. 7:20 p.m. - Writing in your journal 

5. 7:25 p.m. - Questions and Answers 


6. 7:30 p.m. - Closing Prayers 



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2016 
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1. 6:00 p.m. - Opening Prayer 

2. 6:05 p.m. Studying Old and New Testaments Scriptures 

a. 2 Kings 4:1-7 

b. 2 Kings 4:14-36 

c. 2 Kings 4:38-41 

d. 2 Kings 4:42-43 

e. 2 Kings 5:1-15 

f. 2 Kings 6:8-22 

g. Exodus 15:26 

h. Psalm 103:1-5 

i. John 14-17 (Chapters) 

j. Acts 1:8 

k. John 16:12-15 

3. 7:05 p.m. - Praying on the above Scriptures 

4. 7:20 p.m. - Writing in your Journal 

5. 7:25 p.m. - Questions and Answers 


6. 7:30 p.m. - Closing Prayers 



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2016 


1. 6:00 p.m. - Opening Prayer 


2 . 


6:05 p.m. - Studying New Testaments Scriptures 

a. Luke 8:43-48 

b. Luke 5:12-16 

c. Luke 5:17-26 

d. Luke 4:31-37 

e. Luke 4:14-21 

f. Luke 4:38-44 

g. John 14:15-27 

h. Mark 16:17-18 


3. 7:05 p.m. - Meditating on the above Scriptures 

4. 7:20 p.m. - Writing in your Journal 

5. 7:25 p.m. - Questions and Answers 

6. 7:30 p.m. - Closing Prayers 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 2016 

1. 6:00 p.m. - Opening Prayer 

2. 6:05 p.m. Studying Old and New Testaments Scriptures 

a. Luke 7:1-10 

b. Luke 7:11-16 

c. Luke 8:26-37 

d. John 14:12-14 

e. Numbers 11:16-17 

f. Exodus 13:21-22 

g. 1 Corinthians 12:10 

h. Romans 8:26-27 

i. Ephesians 6:18 

j. 1 John (all) 

k. Ephesians 1:17-20 (Read every day) 

3. 7:05 p.m. - Praying on the above Scriptures 

4. 7:20 p.m. - Writing in your Journal 

5. 7:25 p.m. - Questions and Answers 
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6. 7:30 p.m. - Closing Prayers 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2016 
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1. 6:00 p.m. - Opening Prayer 

2. 6:05 p.m.- Studying Five Steps Prayer Model^ 

a. The Interview 

b. Prayer Selection 

3. 7:05 p.m. - Sitting in silence or meditate on the above training received. 

4. 7:20 p.m. - Writing in your Journal 

5. 7:25 p.m. - Questions and Answers 

6. 7:30 p.m. - Closing Prayers 

*** Scripture Reading: 

a. 2 John (all) 

b. Mark 13:5-13 

c. John 20:21-23 

d. Philippians 1:2-11 

e. Genesis 12:2-3 

f. Galatians 3:13-14 

g. Proverbs 6:16-19 

h. Hebrews 12:14-16 


'Randy Clark, Power to Heal: Keys to Activating God’s Healing Power in Your Life 
(Shippensburg, PA; Destiny Image Publishers, Inc., 2015), 85. 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2016 
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1. 6:00 p.m. - Opening Prayer 

2. 6:05 p.m. Continuing the Five Steps Prayer Model 

a. Prayer Ministry 

b. Re-Interview and continue praying 

c. Post Prayer Suggestions 

3. 7:05 p.m. - Sitting in silence or meditate on the above training received. 

4. 7:20 p.m. - Writing in your Journal 

5. 7:25 p.m. - Questions and Answers 

6. 7:30 p.m. - Closing Prayer 

**** Scripture Reading 

a. 3 John (all) 

b. Psalm 103:1-5 


c. Ephesians 1:17-20 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2016 
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1. 6:00 p.m. - Opening Prayer 

2. 6:05 p.m. - Practicing the Five Steps Prayer Model - Praying for Each Other 

3. 6:35 p.m. - Writing in your Journal. 

4. 6:40 p.m. - Planning a Prayer / Healing Service 

5. 7:30 p.m. - Closing Prayer 



206 


GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE, MARCH 25, 2016 

1. 6:00 p.m. - Seven Last Words of Jesus Christ 

2. 7:30 p.m. - Praying for the Sick 

3. 8:00 p.m. - Closing Prayer 
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